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PREFATORY  NOTE. 


In  addition  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention,  there  has  been 
added  a  sketch  of  Mt.  Holly,  the  Constitution  of  the  Association 
Historical  Table  of  Conventions,  the  Programme,  a  Complete  List  of 
Delegates,  Convention  Notes,  District  Convention  Reports,  and  “Glean* 
mgs,”  with  the  hope  that  the  “Annual  Minutes”  of  the  Association 
may  prove  a  work  of  inestimable  value  to  all  Sabbath  school  workers. 

Whatever  may  be  the  imperfections  of  the  work,  the  critical  reader, 
in  his  candid  conclusions,  must  be  prepared  to  grant  that  the  secretary 
has  labored  industrious  y  and  faithfully  to  present  a  complete  and 
readable  report  to  the  Association. 

Amid  the  pressure  of  a  multitude  of  engagements,  a  considerable 
amount  of  valuable  time  and  trying  labor  is  required  to  prepare  the 
foregoing  work;  but  the  conscious  satisfaction  that  we  are  doing  our 
Association  a  valuabTe  service,  and  have  their  appreciation  and  sup¬ 
port,  fully  repays  for  the  time  spent  in  its  preparation. 

That  it  may  accomplish  the  end  for  which  it  has  been  prepared, 
and  meet  the  approbation  of  all,  the  minutes  of  the  Eighth  Annual 
Convention  are  respectfully  submitted. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Clarence  J.  Reddig, 

Shippensburg,  Pa.  Secretary. 
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I.  CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE 


ARTICLE  L— Name. 

This  organization  shall  be  called  the  Sabbath  School  Association  of 
Cumberland  county,  Pa.,  and  shall  be  composed  of  two  delegates 
from  each  Sabbath  School  in  the  county. 

ARTICLE  II  — Object. 

Its  object  shall  be  to  increase  the  knowledge,  usefulness  and  zeal 
of  the  Sabbath  School  workers  in  the  county;  and  for  this  purpose  to 
secure,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  formation  of  District  Associations  in 
the  county,  auxiliary  to  and  co-operative  with  this  Association. 

ARTICLE  III  — Officers. 

Sect.  1.  The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  consist  of  a  President, 
one  Vice  President  from  every  borough  and  township  in  the  county, 
one  Recording  Secretary,  one  Statistical  Secretary,  a  Treasurer  and 
an  Executive  Committee  of  nine,  five  of  whom  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Sect.  2.  All  officers,  except  the  Executive  Committee,  shall  be 
elected  annually. 

Sect.  3.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President,  and  shall  be  selected  in  reference  to  locality,  as  far  as  pos¬ 
sible,  to  represent  all  parts  of  the  county. 

ARTICLE  IV. — Duty  of  Officers. 

Sect.  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  incident  to  his  office,  and  in 
his  absence  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents  shall  take  the  chair. 

Sect.  2.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  keep  a  correct  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  all  the  meetings  of  the  Association,  collect  and  classify 
the  statistics  of  the  Sabbath  Schools  of  the  county  and  report  these, 
with  other  items  of  interest,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  ; 
also  furnish  the  State  Secretary  with  a  report  of  the  county  Sabbath 
School  work,  including  District  Associations. 

Sect.  3.  The  Statistical  Secretary  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  be  the  organ  of  the  Association  in  its  confer¬ 
ences  with  District  Associations  He  shall  prepare  blanks  for  the 
reports  to  be  made  by  the  different  schools  in  the  county  to  the 
Recording  Secretary.  He  shall  keep  copies  of  all  letters  written  by  him, 
and  files  of  those  received  by  him  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the 
Association,  and  do  such  other  work  incident  to  his  office.  (In  1871> 
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CONSTITUTION. 


amended  as  to  give  the  Statistical  Secretary  power  to  gather  and 
report  statistics.) 

Sect.  4  The  Treasurer  shall  account  for  all  monies  he  may  receive, 
and  shall  pay  out  the  same,  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  by  an  order  to  be  signed  by  the  Recording  Secretary. 

Sect  5.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  fill  all  vacancies  in  oflice 
occurring  during  the  year,  and  shall  decide  upon  the  statistics  to  be 
reported  to  the  State  Secretary,  and  prepare  a  programme  of  business 
for  County  Convention,  and  make  all  necessary  arrangements  in 
reference  to  time  and  place  of  holding  the  Annual  Convention,  procure 
speakers  for  the  same,  and  endeavor  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the 
Association. 

Sect  6  This  Constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  two-thirds  v..te  of 
the  members  present  at  any  annual  meeting 

ARTICLE  V. — (  Amendment  ) 

The  duties  of  the  Vice  Presidents  shall  be  to  visit  the  Sabbath 
Schools  in  their  respective  boroughs  and  townships,  assist  the  Sabbath 
School  Missionary  in  his  work,  and  the  officers  of  the  Association  in 
furthering  the  cause;  and  at  the  Annual  Convention  report  the  general 
condition  of  the  work  in  their  several  districts. 


Statistical  Secretary— Alf  H  Addams,  Carlisle,  1373, 1874,  1875,  1875,  1877,  1878,  1879,  1880 
Treasurer— Owen  James,  New  Cumberland,  1873 

Henry  Breclibill.  Boiling  Springs,  1874,  1875 

G  W  Swigert,  Green  Spring,  1870 

11  D  Musser,  West  Fairview,  1877,  1878,  1879, 1880 
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XX.  HISTORICAL  TABLE 
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III.  OFFICERS  FOR  1880. 


PRESIDENT. 

A.  F.  MULLIN,  Mt.  Holly  Springs. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS  FOR  BOROUGHS. 

J.  R.  Pague,  Shippensburg.  M.  M.  Foose  Mechanicsburg. 

Alpheus  M.  Clarke,  Newburg.  W.  H.  Peffer,  Mt.  Holly. 

Daniel  Stouffer,  Shiremanstown.  G.  W.  Landis,  Newville. 

Geo.  Hench,  Carlisle.  Dr.  J.  W.  Roop,  New  Cumberland. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS  FOR  TOWNSHIPS. 

W.  P.  Hefflefinger  Hopewell.  W.  M.  Doner,  North  Middleton. 
W.  D.  Means,  Southampton.  B.  D.  Shelly,  South  Middleton. 
Wesley  Gladfelter,  Middlesex.  S.  C.  Bentz  Mifflin. 

H.  Manning  Newton.  Albert  Plank  Monroe 

Wm.  Sanderson,  Frankford  G.  T.  B.  Herman.  Silver  Spring. 

J.  K.  Longanecker,  W.  Pennsboro’.  Lewis  Kemberling.  Hampden. 

F.  G.  Williamson  Penn.  David  Weaver,  Upper  Allen. 

J.  T  Woods,  Dickinson.  Abr’m  Coble,  Lower  Allen. 

Jacob  Weiser,  Cook.  D.  G.  May  East  Pennsboro’. 

RECORDING  SECRETARY. 

Clarence  J.  Reddig  Shippensburg. 

STATISTICAL  SECRETARY. 

Alf.  H  Addams  Carlisle. 

TREASURER. 

Henry  D.  Musser,  West  Fairview 


7 


IV.  THE  PROGRAMME. 

*  WORKERS  TOGETHER  WITH  HIM  ” 


Wednesday  ^vening.  JA ay  26th. 

Formal  opening  of  the  convention  at  71  o’clock. 

Address  of  Welcome,  A.  F.  Mullin,  Mt.  Holly  Springs. 

Response,  Edwin  James,  Chairman  of  Executive  Committee 
President’s  report. 

Address — “The  Unity  of  the  Bible,”  Rev.  S.  S.  Wylie,  Middlespring 


Jhursday  Morning.  JA ay  27TH. 

Devotional  exercises,  Rev.  F.  J.  Ferguson,  Hoguesfown. 

Reports 

ElecfJon  of  officers 

Discussion —  Bible  Study — How  to  promote  it? 

1.  Home  Readings. — Mrs.  B  S.  Potter  Shippensburg,  Cumberland 
Valley  State  Normal  School. 

2.  Teachers’  Meetings. — Rev.  J  R.  McCallister,  Shippensburg. 

3  Normal  Class  Drill. — Rev.  W  Maslin  Frysinger,  Harrisburg, 
Secretary  C.  V.  S.  S.  Assembly. 


.Jhursday  ^fternoon,  JAay  27TH. 

Promise  meeting,  conducted  bv  W.  W.  Wambaugh,  New  Kingston. 
Topic — Temperance  and  the  Sunday  School,  Rev.  A.  H.  Irvine, 
Carlisle. 

Topic  Cafechization  in  the  Sunday  School,  Rev.  C.  S.  Albert, 
Carlisle. 

Topic — The  Library — Its  use  and  abuse,  Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer,  D.  D., 
Carlisle. 


Jhursday  ^vening.  JAay  27TH. 

Service  of  song,  conducted  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Schlichter,  Mechanicsburjg. 

Address— Rise  and  progress  of  the  Sunday  School,  bearing  on  the 
coming  Centenary  in  London,  England — Rev.  S.  W.  Reigart,  Me¬ 
ehan  ic.sburg. 

Address — Our  coming  work — its  needs — its  tendencies — its  possi¬ 
bilities —Rev  0.  H.  Betts,  Mechanicsburg. 

“Good-bye”  services. 
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V.  LIST  OF  DELEGATES 

OF  THE 

EIGHTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION. 


Addarns,  Alf.  H.,  Carlisle. 

Addams,  Mrs.  AE  H  ,  Carlisle. 

Adams,  Miss  R.  E.,  Newville. 

Adams,  K.  S.,  Shippensburg. 

Adams,  Mrs.  K.  S.,  Shippensburg. 

Albert,  Rev.  C.  S.,  Carlisle. 

Baker,  C  B.,  Cleversburg. 

Baker,  D.  S  ,  Allen  P.  0. 

Baptist,  Ezekiel.  Mechanicsburg. 

Bauman,  Isaac,  Shepherdstown. 

Beetem,  Miss  Ella  F.,  Carlisle. 

Bentz,  W  Z  ,  Carlisle. 

Betts,  Rev.  0  H  ,  Mechanicsburg 
Beecher,  G  F.,  Ophel  Dale. 

Blackburn,  W.  D.,  Mechanicsburg. 

B1  ir,  Miss  Amelia,  Carlisle. 

Beidle.  Miss  Laura,  Cleversburg. 

Boll,  P.  A  ,  Newville. 

Bowman,  Mrs.  L  E.,  Shepherdstown. 
Bowman,  Mrs.  Charlotte,  Shepherdstown 
Brenniman,  Mrs.  M.  C. 

Bucher,  Miss  Carrie,  Mechanicsburg. 
Burkholder,  J.  A.,  Newburg. 

Bridges,  Miss  Flora,  Shippensburg. 

Burkhart  J  S  .  Dickinson  P  0. 

Clippinger,  R.  T.,  Newburg. 

Carver,  Rev.  VV.  A.,  Dillsburg,  York  county. 
Carothers,  C.  S.,  Greason. 

Charlton,  William,  Newburg. 

Cornog,  W  E.,  Mt.  Holly  Springs. 

Cornman,  Theo  ,  Carlisle. 

Cohill,  Gains,  Mt.  Holly  Springs. 

Coover,  S.  R  ,  Shepherdstown. 

Coyle,  Miss  Jennie,  Carlisle. 

Cressman,  Rev  M.  S.,  Boiling  Springs. 
Crisswell,  Miss  Annie,  Shippensburg. 
Crutchfield,  Eli,  Mt.  Holly  Springs. 
Davidson,  Mrs.  J.  S.,  Newville 
Deihl,  Miss  Emma,  Mechanicsburg. 
Detwiler,  T.  A.,  Newburg. 


LIST  OF  DELEGATES. 
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Dill,  M.,  Mt.  Holly  Springs. 

Dougherty,  Mrs.  S.  A.,  Bowmansdale. 

Dutt,  Miss  Sallie,  Carlisle. 

Eckles,  Miss  Sadie,  New  Kingston. 

Eckert,  Jacob,  West  Fairview. 

Eppley,  William  A  ,  Carlisle. 

Ernst.  Abram,  Walnut  Bottom. 

Eslinger,  Miss  M.  J  ,  West  Fairview. 

Ewing,  J.  P.,  Walnut  Bottom 
Ferguson,  Rev.  F.  J  ,  Hoguestown. 

Fish,  S.,  Mt.  Holly  Springs. 

Foose,  M.  M.,  Mechanicsburg. 

Finkinbinder,  Adam,  Plainfield 
Freeland,  Mrs.  Joseph.  Carlisle. 

Frysinger,  Rev.  W.  M.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin  Co. 
Grayson,  Miss  Nannie,  Shippensburg. 

Greacy,  Miss  Laura  B.,  Middlespring. 

Grissinger,  Miss  Julia  Hoguestown. 

Hale,  Mrs  Mary  E.,  Newburg. 

Hall.  Mrs.  B.  K.  New  Kingston. 

Harris,  Mrs.  E.,  Carlisle, 

Hemminger,  Miss  Sue,  Ca  lisle. 

Hoover,  M.  V.  B.,  Newburg, 

Holtz,  Miss  Sallie,  West  Fairview. 

Hollinger,  J.  Edmund,  White  House, 

Hollar,  Miss  Annie,  Shippensburg. 

Irvine,  William,  Silver  Spring. 

James,  Edwin,  Newville 

Kauffman,  Mrs.  S.  R.,  New  Cumberland. 

Kime,  C.,  Mechanicsburg, 

Kinert,  Miss  Sadie,  Ophal  Dale. 

Killheffer,  Miss  R.  I ,  West  Fairview. 

Kremer,  Miss  A  ,  Carlisle. 

Kremer,  Rev.  A.  H.,  D.  D.,  Carlisle. 

Koch,  L  H. 

Kunkel,  Miss  Lillie.  Shippensburg. 

Lee.  Miss  Emma  C  ,  Carlisle. 

Leidigh,  Miss  Annie  R.,  Newville, 

Lippincott,  Prof,  J.  A.,  Carlisle. 

Lindsav.  E.  J.  Carlisle, 

Line,  Miss  Laura  A.,  Carlisle. 

Longsdorf,  Mrs.  — ,  Carlisle. 

Longsdorf,  H.  H  ,  Dickinson 
McElhaire,  Miss  Maggie,  Shippensburg. 

McElwee,  Miss  Sarah,  New  Kingston. 
McCartney,  Miss  Kate,  Carlisle. 

McCallister,  Rev.  J.  R.,  Shippensburg. 
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LIST  OF  DELEGATES. 


Means,  W.  D.,  Middlespring. 

Means,  J.  McCord,  Middlespring. 

Miller,  E.  E.,  Shepherdstown. 

Miller,  Rev.  A.  R.,  New  Cumberland. 

Mickey,  John  A.,  Oakville. 

Miller,  W.,  ML  Holly  Springs.  . 

Morrison,  W.  S.,  Barnitz  P.  0. 

Mohler,  S. 

Mourer,  J.  N.,  Greason. 

Mordorf,  Oliver,  Mechanicsburg. 

Mosser,  H.  R„  New  Cumberland. 

Mullin,  A.  F ,  ML  Holly  Springs. 

Mullin,  Miss  Mary,  Mt.  Holly  Springs. 

Musser,  H.  D.  West  Fairview. 

Myers,  Samuel,  Upper  Allen. 

Myers,  George  W.,  Upper  Allen. 

Musselman,  J.,  Allen  P.  0. 

Niesley,  C.  EL,  Mechanicsburg. 

Nesbit,  J.  C„  Lower  Allen. 

Orris,  Jesse,  New  Cumberland. 

Pague  J.  R.,  Shippensburg. 

Paul,  Miss  Alice,  Mt.  Rock. 

Patterson,  W.  M.,  New  Cumberland. 

Peebles,  Miss  Nettie,  Newburg. 

Peebles,  Robert,  Newburg. 

Peffer,  Miss  Lizzie,  Barnitz  P.  0. 

Peffer,  W.  H  ,  Mt.  Holly  Springs. 

Potter,  Mrs.  B.  F.,  Shippensburg  Normal  School. 
Rinker  Rev.  A  EL,  Dickinson  P.  O. 

Ritner,  Miss  Mary,  Mt.  Rock. 

Reddig,  Clarence  J.,  Shippensburg. 

Reigart,  Rev.  S.  W.,  Mechanicsburg. 

Reside,  David,  Dickinson. 

Schlichter,  Rev.  H.  A.,  Mechanicsburg. 

Sheaffer.  George  D.,  Bowmansdale. 

Shade,  William,  Mt.  Holly  Springs, 

Smith,  D  F.,  Mechanicsburg, 

Smith,  Al.,  Cleversburg. 

Smith,  Miss  Annie  E.,  Oakville. 

Smith,  G.  C.,  Dickinson  P.  0. 

Smith,  C.  B.,  Dickinson  P.  0. 

Stuart,  Miss  Nettie,  Walnut  Bottom. 

Stump,  J.  W.,  Plainfield. 

Swope,  Rev.  D.,  Dickinson  P.  0. 

Swartz,  A.  IE.,  Shepherdstown. 

Swartz,  Mrs.  Hester  E.,  West  Fairview. 

Taylor,  Miss  Mary  E.,  Mowersville,  Franklin  Co. 


LIST  OF  DELEGATES. 
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Trone,  Miss  Lula,  Leesburg. 

Wambaugh,  W.  W.,  New  Kingston. 
Wambaugh,  Mrs.  W.  W.,  New  Kingston. 
Warren,  Miss  Arnanda,  Cleversburg. 
Waters,  Geo.  W.,  West  Fairview. 
Weirich,  C.,  Carlisle. 

Williams,  Miss  Ella,  Newville. 
Williamson,  F.  G ,  Dickinson  P.  0. 
Wilbur,  J.  P.,  West  Fairview. 

Wetzel,  H.,  Carlisle. 

Wolf,  J.  H.,  Carlisle. 

Wolf,  Joseph,  Carlisle  Springs. 

Woods,  James  T.,  Carlisle. 

Woods,  J.  E.,  Fairview  S.  S.,  N.  M.  T. 
Wylie,  Rev.  S.  S.,  Middlespring. 

Zook,  Daniel,  Upper  Allen. 

Zook,  D.  F.,  Shepherdstown. 
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VI.  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

EIGHTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION. 


Pursuant  to  announcement,  the  Eighth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Sabbath  School  Association  of  Pennsylvania 
met  in  the  Methodist  Church,  Mt.  Holly  Springs,  Pa.,  Wednesday 
evening,  May  26,  1680. 

OPENING  EXERCISES: 

In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  R.  A.  Bucher  (Mechanicsburg) . 
President  of  the  Convention,  Mr.  M.  M.  Foose,  one  of  the  Vice 
Presidents  called  the  Convention  to  order. 

The  choir  rendered  me  anthem  ‘Wake  the  Song  of  Jubilee,”  and 
the  Vice  President  read  the  34th  Psalm  foil ; wed  by  the  Convention 
uniting  in  singing  ‘  All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus’  Name.” 

Prayer  by  Rev.  A.  H.  Rinker,  Dickinson  Presbyterian  Church. 

AJWJW  Pf  WfWPPP- 

Mr.  A.  F.  Muliin,  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Mt  Holly,  made 

THE  OPENING  SPEECH  OF  WELCOME: 

Mu.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  It  is  with  no  ordinary  gratification 
that  the  people  of  Mt.  Holly  Springs  greet  the  members  of  the  Cumberland 
County  Sabbath  School  Association;  and  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  honor 
done  me  by  our  citizens  when  they  delegated  me  to  assure  you  of  an  earnest, 
hearty  welcome  among  us 

I  believe  that  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  this  gratification  is  felt,  and  this 
welcome  extended  by  all  the  people  of  our  borough.  Those  among  us  who 
are  united  with  this  Association  in  the  noble  purposes  for  which  it  is  orga¬ 
nized,  or  are  joined  with  its  members  in  the  sacred  bonds  of  Christian  fellow¬ 
ship,  will  naturally  feel  the  warmest  personal  interest  in  its  proceedings, — 
the  greatest  solicitude  that  they  shall  be  serviceable  and  profitable  to  the 
great  interests  you  and  they  have  at  heart  But  sure  I  am  that  all  our  people 
are  in  accord  in  feeling  that  Mt.  Holly  Springs  is  honored  by  the  assembling 
of  this  Convention  here,  and  are  proud  of  the  opportunity  to  express  in  deeds 
—far  better  than  my  poor  words  can — that  its  members  and  friends  are 
welcomed  among  us  most  sincerely 

The  service  in  which  you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  are  enlisted,  is  among  the 
noblest  that  can  engage  human  effort  It  is  honorable  among  men;  it  is 
pleasing  to  God  ;  and  it  is  a  responsible  service  It  is  a  chief  reason  for  thus 
assembling  that  you  may  confer  together  as  to  how  the  responsibilities— 
voluntarily  assumed— may  be  best  discharged  by  yourselves,  and  those  you 
boro  represent. 

Just  a  century  ago,  Robert  Rallies,  an  English  printer,  a  man  of  great¬ 
hearted  humanity,— deeply  imbued  with  the  Cardinal  Christian  virtuo, 
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Charity— after  ameliorating  as  he  could  the  miseries  of  the  wretched  inmates 
of  the  Gloucester  Bridewell,  bethought  him  that  the  field  of  labor  promising 
the  greatest  good  to  mankind,  the  fullest  harvest  of  Godly  sheaves,  was 
among  the  children;  they  of  tender  years,  on  whose  fallow  minds  the  seeds  of 
goodness,  of  virtue,  of  Christianity  might  he  dropped,  and  yield  abundant 
fruit  “after  their  kind,”  instead  of  being— as  he  found  them— neglected  wilds, 
choked  with  the  weeds  and  thorns  of  ignorance  and  vice.  Think  of  it,  my 
friends,  only  one  hundred  years  ago  the  Bible  was  literally  unknown  to  a 
vast  majority  of  the  children  of  England  !  They  had  no  religious  instruction. 
Among  the  poor  working  classes,  the  Lord’s  Sabbath — the  only  day  of  rest 
from  their  exhausting  toil — was  a  day  given  to  reckless  dissipation,  and  like 
desecration  of  the  Holy  day  was  practiced  openly  by  all  classes.  “A  Sunday 
in  London,”  as  described  in  a  curious  pamphlet  of  the  time,  presented  a 
series  of  scenes  so  coarse,  shocking  and  degrading  that  they  could  not  be 
portrayed  before  any  public  assemblage  of  our  time.  It  was  under  such 
circtimstances,  in  such  communities,  that 

“  Like  a  lone  husbandman  forlorn, 

The  man  of  Glos’ter  went, 

Sowing  the  seed  of  precious  corn  ; 

And  God  the  blessing  sent.” 

As  may  readily  be  supposed,  the  schools  established  by  Robert  Raikes  and 
his  friends  were  not  the  Sunday  Schools  of  to-day,  as  we  know  them  in  our 
favored  Cumberland  Valley.  No;  theirs  was  the  rough  pioneer  work,  and 
they  are  to  be  remembered  and  honored  among  “those  who  have  diffused 
light  over  the  dark  places  of  the  earth,  full  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty.” 
Of  the  children  that  gathered  around  the  first  Sunday  School  teacher— Rev. 
Mr  Stock,  curate  of  the  parish  of  Gloucester— but  few  could  spell,  and  scarcely 
any  could  read,  so  the  exercises  were  “restricted  to  reading  in  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  and  to  spelling  as  a  preparative  for  it.”  The  Hymns  of  Dr. 
Watts  did  good  service  in  those  primitive  Sunday  Schools,  nestling  in  the 
hearts  of  the  lowliest  and  most  ignorant,  and  speaking  their  otherwise  dumb 
aspirations,  just  as  they  still  find  their  way  to  the  hearts  of  the  most  favored 
and  the  most  cultivated,  and  echo  their  praises  to  God. 

Following  close  on  the  initial  efforts  of  Robert  Raikes,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  church  of  England,  came  William  Fox,  a  Baptist  layman,  to  whose 
exertions  the  world  is  indebted  for  the  organization  of  the  first  Society  for 
the  Support  and  Encouragement  of  Sunday  Schools.  It  is  becoming  that  we, 
engaged  in  the  work  that  he  first  laid  out  for  Christian  men  and  women, 
should  honor  his  memory,  as  we  must  honor  and  adopt  the  broad  Christian 
sentiment  that  he  uttered  when  he  first  presented  the  idea  of  the  Society  to 
the  Baptist  monthly  meeting  of  London  in  May,  1785.  It  was  proposed  by  the 
chairman  to  confine  the  plan  to  the  Baptist  denomination;  “for  then”  said 
he  “we  will  go  on  in  harmony  ”  “Sir,”  replied  Mr  Fox,  “the  work  is  great, 
and  I  shall  not  be  satisfied  till  every  person  in  the  world  be  able  to  read  the 
Bible;  and,  therefore,  we  must  call  upon  all  the  world  to  help  it !  ” 

In  our  own  State,  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  16tli  of  December,  1790,  was  held  a 
meeting  to  consider  the  founding  of  First-Day  or  Sunday  Schools,  which  was 
presided  over  by  the  Episcopal  Bishop,  William  White— that  venerated  man 
of  God  whose  truly  Catholic  spirit  acknowledged  fellowship  with  “all  who 
profess  and  call  themselves  Christians,”  and  whose  sympathetic  charity 
reached  out  and  embraced  “all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men.”  As  a  result  of 
this  meeting  “The  Society  for  the  Institution  and  Support  of  First-Day  or 
Sunday  Schools”  was  organized  on  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  and  still  con¬ 
tinues  in  beneficent  operation.  Under  its  auspices  the  first  Sunday  School  in 
America  svas  opened  on  the  1st  of  February,  1791,  under  the  care  of  John  Ely, 
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In  his  school  room  at  the  corner  of  Third  and  Arch  streets,  Philadelphia.  It 
contained  forty  female  pupils,  and  the  instruction  was  confined  to  spelling, 
writing  and  reading  irom  the  Bible. 

It  will  be  observed  that  up  to  this  time,  and  from  the  necessities  of  the  case, 
primary  Instruction  was  the  main  purpose  of  Sunday  Schools,  though  the 
scholars  from  the  beginning  were  taken  to  church  every  Sunday.  Teachers 
were  paid  for  their  services  as  in  week-day  schools,  it  was  not  until  1811  that 
the  Rev,  liabert  May,  a  missionary  from  London  on  his  way  to  India,  arrived 
in  Philadelphia,  and  succeeded  in  establishing  Sunday  Schools  on  their 
present  basis,  with  volunteer  teachers  of  both  sexes,  whose  hearts  and  minds 
were  given  “to  turn  the  anxieties  and  contemplations  of  children,  first  of  all, 
to  the  proper  business  of  asoul  providing  for  its  Interest  with  God.” 

It  was  on  this  advanced  plan  that  the  first  Sunday  School  in  Cumberland 
county  was  founded  in  1815  by  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Carlisle. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  trace  the  history  of  this  school  from  its  beginning 
In  the  old  log  church  which  stood  on  Hanover  street  on  the  lot  now  known  as 
the  Reformed  Burying  Ground,  through  its  various  stages  of  advancement, 
up  to  the  present  time,  and  give  the  names  of  the  prominent  workers  that  have 
long  since  gone  to  their  reward  and  gathered  their  jewels,  as  well  as  of  those 
that  are  still  in  our  midst—  and  some  of  them,  perhaps,  present  with  us  on 
this  occasion— but  time  will  not  suffice,  and  I  must,  be  content  with  saying,  in 
brief,  that  the  first,  superintendent,  was  George  Hendel.  and  the  number  of 
scholars  then  in  attendance  29  Mr.  Hendel  was  superintendent  until  1825  or 
1830,  and  was  succeeded  by  Samuel  Wetzel,  who  continued  In  office  until  1*40. 
George  Keller  was  then  elected,  and  remained  until  1851.  He  was  followed  by  Hr 
S  B  Kiefter,  who  served  with  great  acceptance  and  efficiency  fora  period  of  18 
years  He  resigned  in  18fi9.  and  the  position  was  filled  bv  -T  P  Hasslertill  his 
death  In  1878.  Theodore  Cornman  was  then  elected,  and  now  fills  the  place. 

From  this  beginning  the  good  work  has  gone  on  among  us,  until  we  now 
have  in  this  county  145  schools,  more  than  2,000  teachers,  and  over  13,000 
scholars. 

As  the  organization  of  a  Sundav  School  Society  in  London  spread  the  means 
of  religious  instruction  throughout  England,  and  as  the  establishment,  of  the 
First-Day  Society  in  Philadelphia  led  to  the  formation  of  Sunday  Schools  in 
America,  so  has  the  value  of  this  Association  been  manifested  in  the  Increase 
of  these  nurseries  of  Christian  faith.  In  number  and  membership,  in  its 
special  field  of  labor — Cumberland  count, v.  Since  Its  organization,  eight, 
years  ago,  up  to  the  last,  annual  session— as  1  learn  from  the  report  then  made 
— the  number  oi  schools  has  Increased  from  110  to  145,  or  over  30  per  cent  ; 
the  army  of  teachers  has  swelled  from  1,374  to  2.104,  or  over  50  per  cent.;  while 
a  scholarship  of  7,210  has  risen  to  13,195,  or  more  than  96  per  cent  on  the 
number  reported  in  1873. 

Surely,  surely  vour  talents  have  been  nrofltablv  invested  In  God’s  service, 
and  acceptably,  let  us  humblv  trust,  to  Him  who  said  “Suffer  little  children  to 
come  unto  me.”  Simplv  to  permit, — not,  to  forbid — their  coming  was  His  corn- 
man  1  How  pleasing  to  Him.  then,  must  be  the  service  of  those  who  direct¬ 
or  still  better,  who  lead — the  little  ones  of  His  love  into  His  presence  ! 

But,  Mr  President,  and  ladies  and  gentlemen,  tempting  as  is  m v  theme 
when  inspired  by  such  an  occasion,  I  must  not  forget  that  it  Is  not  in  my 
province  to  make  a  speech— historical  or  otherwise— but  simply  and  briefly  to 
execute  a  most  gratifying  commission  with  which  I  have  been  honored  by 
my  friends  and  neighbors. 

1  am  charged  bv  them  to  bid  you,  most  earnestly  and  heartily,  welcome  to 
Mt.  Holly  Springs  !  Welcome  to|onr  homes  !  Welcome  to  our  hearts  !  Welcome! 


SABBATH  SCHOOL  CONVENTION. 


J^PPJ*3£: 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Edwin  James,  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  the  Vice  President  called  upon  Rev.  D.  Swope,  Centre- 
ville,  who  responded  impromptu  to  the  address  of  welcome  : 

Some  brief  years  ago  I  visited  the  town  of  Mt.  Holly  Springs,  sleeping 
beneath  the  shadows  of  the  mighty  mountain— beautifully  situated,  and 
lovely  on  account  of  its  inhabitants.  I  had  often  felt  that  should  it  ever  be 
my  lot  to  be  located  in  a  place  like  unto  this,  sleeping  so  lovely  beneath  the 
shadows  about  It,  I  would  be  happy,  and  to-night  1  feel  more  than  happy 
that  the  lines  of  life  have  fallen  to  us  in' such  a  pleasant  place.  Why?  Be¬ 
cause  I  find  that  one  of  the  mo9t  prominent  men  of  Mt.  Holly  Springs  extends 
a  hearty  welcome  to  me  to  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  this  place;  but  not  to  me 
only,  but  to  the  people  of  the  entire  Cumberland  county,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  he  is  but  responding  to  the  command  of  the  Master,  who  said,  "Feed  My 
Lambs,”  “Feed  My  Sheep,”  which  command  has  been  endorsed  by  all  God’9 
people. 

We  are  called  here  to  be  workers,  and  having  such  a  welcome  a9  that  we 
have  just  heard,  we  say  we  are  happy.  I  am  happy,  for  the  cause  is  a  good 
one,  and  though  not  as  old  as  the  mountain  about  you,  the  land  is  dotted 
here  and  there  with  the  trophies  we  have  gleaned,  and  we  are  assembled 
here  to-night  to  carry  on  this  good  work. 

1  am  glad  to  meet  you  as  brethren ;  glad  to  meet  you  in  such  a  good  cause, 
and  may  we  be  engaged  in  every  good  thought,  word  and  act,  and  when  we 
leave  may  the  good  that  has  been  wished  us  follow  us,  and  we  may  exclaim 
“God  speed  the  work,”  and  hope  the  good  cause  may  go  forward.  I  feel 
flattered  that  I  have  been  called  upon  to  respond  to  the  hearty  welcome  we 
have  heard  to-night,  and  regret  that  more  time  was  not  given  me  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  respond  in  the  same  manner  and  spirit;  but  we  have  done  the  best 
we  could  under  the  circumstances. 

God  be  with  us  during  the  session  of  the  Convention,  and  when  we  leave 
may  we  feel  that  it  was  good  for  us  to  be  here. 

Anthem  by  the  choir — “How  Beautiful  on  the  Mountains.” 

Wf  PFJTT  °f  TJ*P  WPP 

was  earnestly  and  ably  shown  by  Rev.  S.  S.  Wylie  (Middlespring,)  in 
the  following  address  : 

The  speaker  said  the  point  to  which  he  wished  to  call  the  special  attention 
of  the  audience  is  that  the  Bible  is,  from  lid  to  lid.  homogeneotis  ;  ever  con¬ 
sistent  with  itself;  that  it  never  falsifies  nor  contradicts  itself,  and  the 
pivotal  point  of  its  unity  lies  iu  this,  "Christ  and  Him  crucified.” 

The  Bible  i9  like  the  magnificent  cathedral  of  St.  Peter  at  the  city  of 
Cologne,  which,  though  of  immense  size  and  irregular  external  form,  and 
constructed  by  many  artists  and  laborers,  stretching  over  a  period  of  centu¬ 
ries  of  history,  yet  its  perfect  harmony,  its  unity  of  design  deeply  impress 
the  beholder  that  one  mind  had  planned  it,  and  every  stone  thereon  placed, 
from  foundation  to  pinnacle,  had  been  laid  with  reference  to  that  plan. 

The  composers  of  the  Bible  may  be  compared  to  a  number  of  laborers, 
masons  and  carpenters  who  have  no  idea  of  the  character  of  the  edifice  they 
are  to  construct,  but  who  continue  to  lay  stone  upon  stone  and  part  upon 
part  until  the  whole  stands  forth  in  its  beauty,  sublimity  and  perfection. 
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I.  Observe  the  diversity  which  is  seen  in  the  Book.  Unlike  any  other  book, 
it  is  divided  in  twain — having  an  Old  and  New  Testament— again  subdivided 
into  sixty-six  minor  books,  thirty-nine  in  the  Old  Testament  and  twenty- 
seven  in  the  New  Testament. 

It  was  composed  by  at  least  thirty-six  different  writers,  and  these  writers 
of  every  shade  of  education,  prejudice,  cultivation  and  nationality. 

Partis  written  in  history,  part  in  biography,  part  in  letters  or  epistles,  part 
in  poetry,  ami  part  in  proverbs. 

Written,  too,  amidst  the  most  marked  geogiaphical  and  climatic  divergences. 
On  the  plains  of  Babylon,  on  the  Island  of  Patmos,  in  the  dungeons  of 
Rome,  on  the  sands  of  Arabia,  in  the  schools  of  the  Prophets,  etc.,  etc.  Com¬ 
posed  by  men  in  every  degree  of  mental  joy  or  sorrow,  and  stretches  over  a 
period  of  1500  years  of  history.  Yet  herein  lies  the  wonder  of  wonders— the 
transcendent  glory  of  the  Bible— that  out  of  the  midst  of  all  this  diversity, 
nay,  as  a  result  of  it,  there  should  spring  such  constant  harmony;  such  uni¬ 
versal  unity. 

II.  Wherein  consists  the  unity  of  the  Bible? 

(A)  There  is  one  uniform,  consistent  representation  of  God  everywhere 
tangent.  His  spirituality,  Ilis  unity,  His  eternity,  His  holiness,  etc. 

(B)  We  find  perfect  harmony  between  the  type  and  antitype  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testament  Scriptures.  When  you  place  our  Testament  over  against  the 
other,  you  find  that  the  one  is  a  curious  lock,  but  the  other  is  the  exquisitely 
cut  key  which  fits  that  lock. 

(C)  We  find  in  the  Scriptures  a  constant  agreement  in  its  doctrinal  repre¬ 
sentations.  They  never  affirm  and  deny  the  same  thing;  that  which  has  one 
verse  of  Scripture  for  it,  has  every  verse;  and  that  which  has  one  verse 
against  it,  lias  all  Scripture.  Moses  and  John  do  not  differ  in  their  accounts 
of  the  creation,  nor  do  Paul,  Job  and  David  differ  on  the  great  doctrine  of 
justification  by  faith.  In  like  manner  the  Psalmist  and  Paul  are  at  one  on  the 
subject  of  “Man’s  natural  depravity.  ” 

(D)  There  is  entire  agreement  in  its  various  parts  in  relation  to  the  great 
historic  facts  which  it  records;  sucli  as  creation,  fall  of  man,  flood,  the  call 
of  Abraham,  the  bondage  of  the  people  of  Israel,  the  histories  of  patriarchs, 
prophets,  kings  and  other  remarkable  histories  of  Balam  and  Jonah. 

All  their  characters  and  events  are  constantly  referred  to  bji  the  later 
writers,  while  our  Lord  himself  gives  to  many  of  them  the  seal  of  His  own 
divine  authority.  Thus  one  part  and  one  writer  ever  substantiates  nmd 
confirms  another. 

(B)  The  Bible’s  unity  is  attested  by  the  sameness  of  its  purpose— spiritually 
— to  save  a  lost  race.  Touching  an  infinity  of  subjects,  dealing  with  the 
minutest  as  well  as  most  important  facts,  with  the  smallest  details  of  private 
life,  with  the  fortunes  of  vast  empires;  everything  is  great  or  little  only  as  it 
has  a  bearing  on  the  development  and  issues  of  that  spiritual  kingdom  He  is 
intent  on  founding  for  a  fallen  race. 

Closely  coupled  with  this  idea,  observe  how  the  golden  chain  of  salvation, 
promised  and  purchased,  stretches  throughout  the  volume.  In  the  very 
beginning  of  the  book  the  promise  is  that  the  “seed  of  the  woman  should 
bruise  the  serpent’s  head.”  This  afterwards  is  developed  through  successive 
steps  along  the  line  of  the  history  of  this  book,  until  at  last  the  portrait  of 
Christ  is  flnsihed  in  the  prophecy  of  Malaelii.  The  New  Testament  is  an 
answer  to  this  predictive  system  of  the  Old,  and  traces  out  his  carcer.of  in¬ 
carnation,  life,  death,  suffering  and  resurrection,  until  we  find  them  who,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  book,  was  “the  seed  of  the  woman,”  at  the  end  “the 
Lamb  in  the  midst  of  the  throne.” 

(F)  Equally  striking  and  peculiar  is  the  Bible  in  its  view  of  man.  It  invari- 
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ably  presents  him  as  fallen  and  debased  by  sin.  “They  are  altogether  gone 
astray;  they  are  altogether  become  polluted;’’  “there  is  none  that  doeth  good, 
no,  not  one.” 

His  recovery,  in  like  manner,  is  ever  traced  to  the  same  source.  Christ  i# 
the  burden  of  the  promises— the  medium  of  blessings,  and  the  object  of  saving 
faith.  Thi9  subject  carries  with  it  two  important  lessons  : 

1st.  2 fiat  the  Bible  is  not  of  man;  it  is  divine.  For  this  unity  cannot  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  on  the  ground  of  the  design  of  the  writers;  that  they  were  all 
equally  good  men,  zealous  for  purity  and  general  agreement  in  its  several 
parts,  or  that  they  knew  each  other’s  mind;— the  only  rational  explanation  is 
that  it  was  inspired  of  God.  Whence  but  from  Heaven  could  men,  unskilled 
in  arts,  in  several  ages,  born  in  several  parts,  weave  such  agreeing  truths? 
or  how,  or  why  should  all  conspire  to  cheat  us  with  a  lie?  Unasked  their 
pains,  ungrateful  their  advice,  starving  their  gain  and  martyrdom  their 
price.  Who  could  conceive  such  a  plan  and  slowly  unfold  it,  part  by  part , 
through  the  ages,  but  the  Infinite  Mind?  The  idea  of  such  a  hook  being  the 
work  of  imposition  is  absurd.  If  fraud  was  committed,  it  must  have  been 
carried  on  for  1500  years. 

2 d  It  should  be  reverently  studied  in  the  light  of  its  unity.  We  study  it  in 
a  loose,  piece-meal,  disconnected  way,  forgetting  that  every  part,  chapter, 
verse  and  sentence  has  intimate  relation  to  the  whole  scope— to  its  key  and 
corner-stone,  Christ  and  Him  crucified. 

Tiie  congregation,  rising,  sang  that  familiar  hymn :  “  Blest  be  the 
Tie  which  Binds.” 

Following  the  announcements  by  the  Vice  President,  the  Conven¬ 
tion  sang  the  doxology,  and  was  dismissed  with  the  benediction  by 
Rev.  J  R.  McCallister  Shippensburg. 

THURSDAY  MORNING. 

The  Convention  re-assembled  at  8:30  a  m.,  and  joined  in  singing, 
“0  for  a  Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing.” 

After  devotional  exercises,  led  by  Rev.  Ferguson,  of  Hoguestown, 
the  Vice  president  announced  the  first  work  of  the  day  to  be  the 

WP  w 

Reports  of  Vice  Presidents  of  Boroughs  and  Townships — Reports  of 
Individual  Schools,  and  Reports  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Convention. 

ff.PPfTf3  Pf  JW  PfMPfFTi3' 

Mechanicsburg — M.  M.  Foose 

Reported  ten  schools  In  the  borough,  viz:  Presbyterian,  two  Lutheran, 
United  Brethren,  Reformed,  Methodist,  Church  of  God,  Episcopal,  Advent, 
African  Methodist. 

He  had  visited  each  one  during  the  year,  and  found  them  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  Devoted  men  as  superintendents,  and  good,  Christian  teachers. 

There  is  a  Union  Teachers’  Meeting  in  Mechanic9burg  every  Sabbath,  where 
the  teachers  engage  in  the  study  of  the  lesson  of  the  Sabbath  one  week 
ahead. 

They  have  a  Normal  Study  Class  once  a  month,  which  has  a  regular  course 
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of  study.  The  teacher  is  elected  for  six  months,  and  it  is  his  belief  that  the 
time  is  coming  when  the  teachers  in  the  Sabbath  School  will  receive  a  regular 
course  of  instruction,  just  the  same  as  teachers  are  prepared  to  teach  in  the 
ptablic  schools. 

The  schools  are  all  in  a  flourishing  condition,  spiritually  and  numerically, 
and  the  work  is  prosperous. 

Hopewell — W.  P.  Hefflefinger  : 

Reported  three  schools  in  his  township,  two  of  which  he  visited.  The  one 
at  Zion’s  Reformed  Church  in  good  condition,  and  have  purchased  an  organ 
for  the  school;  school  superintended  by  Adam  Heberlig. 

The  one  at  Clover  Hill  is  superintended  by  P.  G.  Shuman.  Their  delegate 
to  the  County  Convention  is  Wm.  Charlton,  who,  if  desired,  can  report  the 
school  more  fully,  but  they  have  a  large  and  interesting  school. 

The  school  at  Mt.  Vernon  is  superintended  by  H.  C  Pilgrim,  and  was  only 
organized  several  weeks  ago,  and  did  not  have  time  to  visit  it;  expect  to,  ere 
long. 

The  school  at  Fairview  is  not  yet  organized,  but  if  a  superintendent  can  be 
found  it  will  be  started  ere  long 

It  seems  that  the  material  to  superintend  a  school  is  scarce  in  that  section. 
Some  who  formerly  took  an  interest  in  the  school  have  removed  to  other  parts. 

Dear  Brethren,  I  hope  that  the  blessing  of  the  Master  may  rest  upon  you 
and  u*. 

Middlespring — W.  D.  Means  : 

Reported  two  schools  at  Cleversburg,  one  at  Leesburg  and  one  at  Middle¬ 
spring,  but  had  not  visited  them,  Had  learned  that  converts  had  been  added 
to  the  church  from  the  ranks  of  the  school.  The  schools  were  in  a  flourish¬ 
ing  and  prosperous  condition . 

Penn  Township — F.  G.  Williamson  : 

Reported  five  schools  in  the  township  but  had  not  visited  all, as  it  does  not 
suit  a  superintendent  of  a  school  to  visit  in  the  township. 

The  schools  are  in  good  condition,  increasing  spiritually  and  in  attendance 
In  one  of  the  schools  a  teachers*  meeting  has  been  organized,  and  it  is  hoped 
it  may  continue  to  flourish. 

North  Middleton — William  M.  Doner  ; 

We  have  five  schools  in  our  district— four  Union  and  one  Church  of  God.  I 
have  not  been  at  all  the  schools.  I  repeat  what  I  have  said  before,  that  it 
don’t  suit  a  superintendent  to  be  a  Vice  President;  he  will  neglect  the  work 
in  his  own  school,  or  both. 

1  visited  three  schools.  Two  of  them  were  organized  in  1879,  and  have  not 
advanced  very  far  yet ;  but  as  their  motto  is  “onward,”  the  schools  are  in  a 
prosperous  condition. 

The  other  three  schools  are  older  and  in  a  prosperous  condition,  full  of  the 
Master’s  love  and  zeal.  The  Fairview  school,  of  which  I  was  superintendent, 
has  started  up  this  spring  with  great  interest  in  the  work.  We  have  a  Bible 
class  of  28,  and  is  increasing  every  Sabbath. 

Have  not  used  the  lesson  leaves  yet,  but  have  sent  for  them. 

We  ask  the  prayers  of  this  Convention,  and  of  all  Sunday  School  workers, 
that  we  may  increase  in  number  and  strength;  that  the  Sunday  Schools  oi  to¬ 
day  may  only  be  the  beginning  of  better  times. 
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Mifflin — S.  C.  Bentz  : 

We  have  seven  schools  in  our  township,  one  of  which  is  newly  organized. 
1  can  report  progress  in  some  of  our  schools,  while  others  are  not  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition, 

I  find  in  my  district  where  they  do  not  encourage  Sunday  School  Conven¬ 
tions,  do  not  have  lesson  helps,  and  keep  school  open  hut  5  or  6  months  in  the 
year,  that  there  is  very  little  if  any  advancement  made  in  the  Sunday  School 
work. 

Pray  for  us,  that  God  may  bless  our  feeble  etforts  in  the  Sunday  School 
cause. 

Upper  Allen — David  Weaver  : 

There  are  three  Sabbath  Schools  in  this  township. 

Shepherdstown  Union  Sabbath  School  was  organized  in  1845,  but  for  a  number 
of  years  it  was  kept  up  irregularly,  and  only  during  the  summer  months.  In 
1871  it  was  re-organized,  and  since  that  time  has  been  regularly  progressing 
the  year  round.  Its  average  attendance  is  about  fifty  scholars  and  teachers. 
It  is  a  successful  school  as  regards  regularity  and  uniform  interest,  but  being 
a  Union  school,  it  has  not  the  advantages  of  pastoral  help,  or  any  denomina¬ 
tion  in  particular,  to  look  after  its  interests.  During  the  past  few  years  a 
number  of  the  scholars  have  professed  an  interest  in  religion  and  attached 
themselves  to  different  denominations. 

Glen  Allen  Union  Sabbath  School  was  organized  in  1874,  and  is  kept  open 
six  months  in  a  year.  It  is  now  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  averages  In 
attendance  about  45.  An  interest  is  taken  in  the  school  by  many  of  the 
parents,  who  visit  the  school,  but  are  not  willing  to  teach  or  go  into  classes. 
But  there  should  be  a  “spectacle  class”  in  every  Sabbath  School. 

Bowmansdale  Union  Sabbath  School  was  organized  in  1875,  but  has  not  been 
regularly  kept  up.  On  May  9th  of  the  present  year,  immediately  after  the 
Lower  District  Sabbath  School  Convention  held  at  Shepherdstown,  one  mile 
distant,  it  was  re-organized  under  very  favorable  circumstances,  having 
active  superintendents  and  officers,  and  a  large  attendance  from  the  begin¬ 
ning,  and  will  now  average  about  75.  It  has  the  promise  of  being  a  successful 
school. 

Newville  -G.  W.  Landis  : 

Newville  is  still  fully  in  the  work,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  number  of  workers 
and  scholars  which  are  enrolled.  We  have  eight  schools,  which  includes 
the  Mission,  with  a  roll  of  about  1,200  officers,  teachers  and  scholars,  with  an 
attendance  of  about  800,  all  of  which  we  think  are  up  to  the  average.  It  is 
pleasant  to  visit  the  various  Sunday  Schools  and  see  the  interest  manifested 
in  the  lessons  by  teachers  and  scholars 

If  more  of  our  church  members  could  be  induced  to  take  part  in  the  Sunday 
School  work  we  think  it  would  be  to  their  benefit,  as  well  as  the  school.  It 
would  encourage  the  superintendent,  teachers  and  scholars  to  know  that  the 
church  was  fully  interested  in  the  important  work  of  the  Sunday  School. 

The  Mission  School,  of  which  Bro  A.  Byers  is  superintendent,  with  a  corps 
of  faithful  teachers,  principally  from  the  other  schools,  we  believe  is  doing  a 
good  work  among  our  colored  friends  in  this  place. 

West  Pennsboro’ — J.  K.  Longanecker  : 

Have  visited  all  the  schools  but  one  in  the  township,  and  found  them  in 
good  working  condition. 
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Quite  a  number  of  the  children  are  strangers  to  the  Sunday  School,  while 
some  parents  object  to  their  children  attending,  saying  that  more  harm  is 
done  in  the  Sunday  School  than  ont  of  it. 

Again,  other  children  have  never  been  asked  to  the  Sunday  School.  If  we 
all  had  that  missionary  spirit,  and  were  filled  with  the  desire  to  go  into  the 
dens  of  vice  and  rescue  the  perishing,  the  interests  in  Sunday  Schools  would 
be  helped. 

We  lack  a  spirit  of  inquiry,  and  we  desire  the  prayers  of  this  Convention, 
that  we  may  be  taught  to  inquire  after  Bible  truths. 

ffott;3  pf  pp.Hpppp- 

Jacksonville — John  E.  Demuth  : 

The  Sunday  workers  of  Jacksonville  re-organized  their  Sunday  School 
(known  as  the  Jacksonville  Union  Sunday  School)  on  April  4th,  1880,  with 
the  following  officers,  viz:  A.  S  Woodburn  and  A.  L  Baughman,  superin¬ 
tendents;  J.  E.  Demuth,  secretary ;  James  Davis,  librarian,  and  Daniel  Cover, 
treasurer. 

This  Sunday  School  embraces  at  least  six  denominations,  and  is  regulated  by 
a  constitution  and  by-laws 

We  have  seventy-nine  scholars— thirty-nine  males,  forty  females.  We  have 
nine  teachers— six  males,  three  females. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  session  we  labored  under  great  disadvantages, 
but  at  present  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Our  penny  collection  averages  34  cents  per  Sunday  We  use  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Lesson  Leaf,  and  furnish  the  school  with  necessary  reading  matter,  etc. 

Our  school  is  in  progress  summer  and  winter,  and  re-organized  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  April,  annually. 

A  short  prayer  meeting  for  the  success  of  the  school  is  held  at  the  close  of 
the  usual  exercises. 

We  consider  we  have  a  great  work  to  do  in  this  place,  and  by  the  helping 
hand  of  God  shall  endeavor  to  do  the  work  required  of  us  as  Sunday  School 
workers. 

Carlisle  Lutheran  School — Miss  Sue  Hemminger,  Mrs.  A.  K. 
Sheaffer,  delegates  : 

The  Lutheran  school  of  Carlisle,  which  vre  have  the  honor  of  repre¬ 
senting,  has  enjoyed  its  usual  prosperity  duiing  the  past  year.  We  number, 
to-day,  15  officers,  41  teachers,  125  scholars  in  primary  department,  240  In  main 
school  and  114  in  adult  department— a  grand  army  of  535  members  engaged  in 
teaching  and  in  the  study  of  God’s  Holy  Word.  God  has  dealt  very  kindly 
with  us  as  a  school  during  the  past  year  Death  has  not  laid  his  icy  hand  on 
one  of  our  members.  Ten  of  our  scholars  in  the  main  school  have  publically 
professed  their  faith  in  Christ  by  connecting  themselves  with  his  church. 

Our  officers  and  teachers  have  been  faithful  in  their  attendance,  and,  we 
believe,  zealous  in  their  teachings. 

We  look  upon  our  school  as  growing  in  the  Christian  faith,  judging  it  from 
its  liberal  spirit  in  contributing  over  $500  in  its  general  collections  during  the 
past  year,  and  the  perfect  harmony  that  pievails  throughout  the  school. 

By  a  vote  of  the  school,  the  receipts  of  the  third  Sunday  of  each  month  are 
set  aside  as  a  missionary  fund,  which  dui-ing  the  year  amounted  to  $95. 
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West  Fairview — J.  P.  Wilbur: 

Reported  a  progressive  work  in  East  Pennsboro1  township  in  all  schools 
except  one,  and  that  school  has  never  been  reported,  and  that  for  two  reasons: 

1.  Is  never  represented  at  our  County  Convention. 

2.  Do  not  use  International  Lesson  Leaf. 

Lisburn — J  C.  Nesbit : 

Reported  one  school  organized  in  1S36,  and  now  numbered  two— one  organ¬ 
ized  this  year.  One  of  the  Church  of  God;  one  Methodist  school. 

Schools  better  attended  than  last  year,  and  have  better  cause  for  success,  as 
they  use  the  lesson  leaves  of  the  church. 

The  Church  of  God  school  is  the  largest;  holds  its  sessions  in  the  forenoon. 
The  other  school  in  the  afternoon . 

Mechanicsburg — Rev.  H.  A.  Schlichter,  United  Brethren  : 

We  have  an  excellent  school,  in  an  excellent  working  condition;  never 

saw  a  more  regular  corps  of  teachers. 

_  • 

We  have  a  class  of  70  adults.  Our  infant  department  numbers  70,  under 
control  of  a  lady. 

Conduct  our  Sunday  School  “on  time.”  Commence  at  the  minute,  it  mat¬ 
ters  not  whether  school  is  full  or  not 

Hold  a  monthly  meeting. 

Have  a  teachers’  meeting  every  week;  a  children’s  meeting  once  or  twice  a 
month,  in  the  afternoon. 

Eight  or  ten  young  girls,  from  ten  to  twelve  years  of  age,  have  been  con¬ 
verted  to  the  Lord  and  added  to  the  church,  and  he  feels  grateful  for  the 
state  of  affairs. 

H.  H  Longsdorf : 

Four  years  ago  Jacob  Hale  and  Daniel  Hollinger,  oi  Penn  township,  organ¬ 
ized  a  Sabbath  School,  which  last  year  became  a  Union  school,  known  as 
the  Huntsville  Union. 

Average  attendance  of  officers,  10;  scholars,  68;  attendance  last  Sabbath,  134 

We  have  a  great  work  to  do.  We  reach  a  class  of  people  who  rarely  or  ever 
attend  any  school.  We  have  a  committee  on  clothes,  who  provided  suitable 
clothing  for  the  children  so  as  to  attend  school. 

Daniel  Hollinger,  of  the  Dunkard  faith,  is  superintendent. 

New  Kingston — YV  W.  Wanbaugh  : 

Last  year  we  were  not  in  a  very  flourishing  condition  on  account  of  building. 
However,  we  now  have  a  new  church,  and  have  taken  a  fresh  start. 

We  have  our  school  divided  into  three  parts,  including  the  infant  depart¬ 
ment  The  school  is  progressing,  and  a  great  improvement  on  last  year. 

R^v  W.  A.  Carver  : 

Am  pastor  of  two  schools,  one  at  Salem  and  one  at  Boiling  Springs.  One 
discouraging  feature  at  Salem  is,  that  the  school  has  not  been  organized  this 
spring,  the  same  members  attending  all  the  time. 

Average  attendance  last  year  was  20  It  is  difficult  to  get  parents  to  9end 
their  children.  The  school  is  indifferent  in  regard  to  Lesson  Helps. 

However,  I  hope,  by  co-operating  help  and  fraternal  union,  we  will  be  able 
to  obtain  success. 
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At  Boiling  Springs  the  average  attendance  is  from  25  to  30  They  use  the 
Berean  Lesson  Helps.  School  doing  a  good  work. 

J.  S.  Burkhart : 

School  organized  in  1810.  We  have  a  class  of  people  who  atten  l  campmeet¬ 
ing.  It  is  hard  to  hold  teachei’s. 

We  number  67;  average  attendance  59  Have  had  six  conversions. 

In  answer  to  the  question,  how  to  keep  the  teachers  from  campmeeting  ? 
the  reply  was  given  : 

1.  Pay  salary  to  teachers. 

2.  Make  school  more  Interesting  than  campmeetlngs. 

This  latter  reply  came  from  a  lady  teacher. 

Mechanicsburg  Normal  Class — Oliver  Mordorf. — As  a  delegate 
from  the  Mechanicsburg  Normal  Class,  I  would  make  the  following 
brief  report  of  the  same  : 

It  was  organized  during  the  last  winter,  and  at  the  present  time  numbers 
about  thirty  members.  We  use  the  Cumberland  Valley  Normal  Guide,  pre¬ 
pared  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Worden.  A  committee  of  three  was  chosen  to  select  a 
person  capable  of  drilling  the  class — the  same  to  sei've  a  period  of  six  months. 
Rev.  S  W  Reigart  was  selected  as  its  first  teacher  The  class  meets  'once  a 
month,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  and  spends  one-half  hour  in  good,  solid  drill.  A 
very  great  degree  of  interest  seems  to  be  manifested  by  those  belonging  to 
the  class,  and  at  every  meeting  a  number  of  new  names  are  added.  We  know 
whereof  we  speak,  when  we  say  that  the  teachers  are  doing  better  work  in 
their  respective  schools.  Upon  the  whole,  we  would  report  the  class  in  a 
flourishing  conditian,  and  hope  the  Lord  will  aid  us  in  the  study  of  His  Word. 

fipfPFrrs  Pf  pff  jcpR;s. 

Alf.  H.  Addams,  Carlisle,  Statistical  Secretary,  submitted  his  re¬ 
port  as  found  under  division  X  of  these  minutes. 

Clarence  J.  Reddig,  Shippensburg,  Recording  Secretary,  submitted 
the  following  : 

Fellow  Sabbath  School  workers’ 

I  Having  recorded  the  proceedings  of  the  Seventh  Annual  Convention, 
held  at  Mechanicsburg,  May  21st,  and  22d.  1879,  I  made  arrangements  with  the 
"Chronicle  Print”’  of  Shipuensburg,  for  the  publication  of  70ft  copies  of  the 
minutes  of  said  Convention,  which  were  distributed,  vrn  amone:  those 
schools  contributing  towards  their  publication,  copies  being  valued  at  ten 
cents  each;  while  to  those  schools  not  contributing,  and  to  the  publishers  of 
county  papers,  for  favors  received,  I  sent,  one  copy  each,  so  that  every  school 
and  every  newspaper  in  the  county  received  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  1879. 

II.  For  this  year  a  change  has  been  made  in  our  finances.  The  Bxecutive 
Committee  desire  each  school  to  contribute  an  amount  equal  to  one  cent  for 
each  officer  and  teacher,  which  amount  is  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses 
and  the  publication  of  the  minutes  of  the  Convention. 

III.  During  the  past,  vear  there  has  been  no  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  programme  for  188ft  being  arranged  by  the  Secretary,  and  sub. 
mitted  by  letter  to  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  approval 

IV.  Through  the  kindness  and  liberality  of  Mr.  Henry  S.  Boner,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Lutheran  Publication  House,  No.  42  North  9th  street,  Philadel- 
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pliia,  Pa.,  I  received  1,000  copies  of  the  programme  for  this  year  free  from  any 
expense  to  the  Convention. 

V.  My  expenses  and  receipts  have  been  as  follows: 

EXPENSES  FOR  1379. 


119  letters,  3 . .  $3  57 

92  postals  .  92 

Postage  for  distributing  600  programmes .  2  10 

“  “  “  700  minutes  . . .  .  1  79 

Publishing  700  minutes  . .  50  00 

- $58  38 

EXPENSES  FOR  1880. 

151  letters,  3 .  . $  4  53 

77  postals  .  .  .  77 

Postage  for  distributing  650  programmes  . . .  2  40 

Paper  for  convention  purposes . .  20 

— —  7  90 


Total  expenses .  66  28 


RECEIPTS  FOR  1879. 

Check  from  H.  D.  Musser,  Treasurer  of  Association  . ..$37  20 

Cash  for  advertisements  in  minutes . 20  00 

Cash  from  Presbyterian  S  S.  Shippensburg . 2  00 

Cash  from  G.  W  Landis,  Newville  . . 2  00 

Total  receipts .  61  20 

Dr  Balance . . .  5  08 

VI  As  delegate  to  the  State  S.  S  Convention,  held  at  Altoona  in  June,  1879, 
I  reported  the  statistics  of  Cumberland  county,  and  presented  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion  $25.00,  the  amount  paid  by  subscription  at  our  County  Convention. 
— Vide,  page  ‘22,  Minutes  of  1879 

The  county  work  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  our  organization  is  pro¬ 
motive  of  the  best  interests  of  the  Sabbath  School  cause  of  our  county. 

God  bless  all  our  Sunday  Schools. 

Rev.  Robbins,  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  Mt.  Holly,  having  taken  objec¬ 
tion  to  the  advertisement  on  the  back  of  the  programme,  numerous 
remarks  were  engaged  in  by  the  Convention  as  to  whether  the  pro¬ 
grammes  should  be  paid  for  by  the  Convention,  or  permit  some  one 
to  use  the  last  page  for  an  unobjectionable(?)  advertisement,  and 
thus  save  considerable  money  to  the  Convention. 


TWWJW  fTPPPT 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Cumberland  County  S.  S. 
Association  : 

The  undersigned  Treasurer  begs  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 


1879. 

May  22.  To  balance  in  treasury  from  last  year . .  $  6  54 

“  To  amount  received  in  cash  at  Convention . . .  39  44 

u  To  cash  received  from  G.  W  Titzel,  Mechanicsburg... . .  110 


Total  receipts  .  47  08 

By  cash  paid  A.  H  Addams,  postage . $  2  81 

By  cash  paid  J  O.  Saxton,  postage .  1  30 

By  cash  paid  Prof  Leslie  for  services .  4  25 

By  cash  paid  Sexton .  1  50 

By  cash  paid  by  check  on  Minutes,  including  stamp .  37  22 

— -  47  08 
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The  following  is  a  report  taken  from  Secretary’s  accounts: 


JTo  cash  received  for  advertisement  in  Minutes .  $20  00 

To  cash  received  from  Presbvterian  S  S.,  Shippensburg .  2  00 

To  cash  received  from  G.  W.  Landis,  Newville .  2  00 


Total  receipts .  24  00 

By  cash  for  postage .  8  38 

By  balance  due  on  Minutes .  12  80 

By  balance  due  postage  for  1880 .  7  90 

-  29  08 


Balance  due  Secretary .  5  08 


Respectfully  submitted, 

II  D.  Musser, 
Treasurer. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  committees  : 

Committee  on  Resolutions — W.  D.  Blackburn,  H.  R.  Musser,  J.  H. 
Wolf. 

Committee  on  Enrollment — Rev.  J.  R  McCallister,  W.  H.  Peffer, 
John  W.  Buttorff. 

Committee  on  Nomination — A.  F.  Mullin,  C.  B.  Niesley,  J.  P. 
Wilbur. 

J.  P.  Wilbur  moved  that  Sec  II,  Art  3,  ‘from  every  Borough  and 
Township  in  the  County/’  and  Art.  V  (amendment),  be  stricken  out 
of  the  Constitution  of  this  Association.  On  motion  the  resolution 
was  tabled. 

On  motion  of  F.  G.  Williamson,  Stoughstown,  in  Upper  District 
was  transferred  to  Newville  District  of  the  County  Association. 

Singing — “I  will  guide  Thee.’" 

JW  WWW- 

The  subject  of  Bible  study — How  to  promote  it  by  Home  Readings 
— was  ably  unfolded  by  Mrs.  B  S.  Potter.  Shippensburg  Normal 
School. 

I  had  rather  that  the  unfolding  of  this  home  phrase  of  the  great  question  of 
“Bible  study,  and  how  to  promote  it,”  had  been  given  to  one  whose  origi¬ 
nality,  strength  and  skill  would  have  led  us  into  fields  rich  and  varied  in  sug¬ 
gestion;  one  whose  enthusiasm,  experience  and  wisdom  would  have  led  us 
up  into  higher  appreciation  of  our  duties  and  privileges  as  workers  for  the 
Lord,  and  together  with  Him  * 

Snrely  it  is  a  subject  full  of  thought,  faith  and  love  Worthy  of  thought 
the  noblest  and  most  profound,  faith  the  sublimest,  yet  most  beautiful  in  its 
simplicity,  and  love  the  purest  and  most  holy,  because  it  should  lead  us — not 
alone,  but  with  those  who  gather  about  our  hearth-stones — to  the  great,  loving 
heart  of  the  All  Father. 

“Search  the  Scriptures,  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life,”  is  a  com¬ 
mand  or  injunction  which  should  be  early  impressed  upon  the  mind.  And 
no  believer  in  the  Bible  will  deny  that  the  perfectness  and  symmetry  of  the 
life  here,  and  the  bliss  of  the  life  to  come,  will  be  largely  enhanced  by  the 
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amount  of  thought  and  study  given  to  it.  If  it  is  true,  as  is  believed  by  edu¬ 
cators  in  general  studies,  that  the  likes  or  dislikes  of  pupils  for  certain  subjects 
depend  more  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  subjects  have  been  presented, 
and  in  which  the  pupil  has  been  required  to  pursue  them,  than  in  any  natural, 
inborn  taste  on  the  part  of  the  pupil,  may  it  not  also  be  true  in  regard  to  the 
study  of  the  Bible  by  the  young,  or  the  creating  of  a  love  or  taste  for  the 
study  of  it? 

Surely  there  is  variety  enough  in  the  Scriptures— all  surrounded  as  they  are 
by  a  halo  of  inspiration— to  fascinate  the  most  erratic  mind  if  wisely  directed, 
and  the  thoughts  properly  presented ;  for  we  are  assuming  that  the  learner  is 
young,  that  the  mind  is  unbiased  and  unprejudiced  against  Christianity  and 
Christ-religion,  and  hence,  this  holy  volume  stands  out  before  it  sacred  and 
entirely  worthy  of  belief  and  confidence.  So,  will  it  be  unreasonable  to  con¬ 
clude  that  the  likes  and  dislikes  of  young  persons  for  the  study  of  the  Bible 
depend  much  uoon  the  manner  of  its  presentation,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  been  made  to  pursue  it 

We  may  assert  that  no  one,  from  the  merest  child  to  the  mature  man  or 
woman,  enjoys  being  deceived,  eve4i  in  matters  the  most  trivial;  therefore, 
certain  it  is  that  the  inquirer  after  truth,  which  is  the  seeking  of  it;  the 
knowledge  of  truth,  which  is  the  presence  of  it,  and  the  belief  in  truth,  which, 
is  the  enjoying  of  it,  is  the  sovereign  good  of  human  nature.  Hence  the 
astonishment  often  felt  that  it  lias  not  before  this  obtained  a  more  universal 
sway  over  mankind,  since  their  object  and^aim  is  ostensiveiv  the  pursuit  of 
happiness.  But  if  we  fully  consider  the  diversity  of  dispositions  and  capa¬ 
cities,  how  trivial  a  circumstance  may  give  tone  and  color  to  a  whole  life,  we 
cease  to  wonder  that  the  incongruous  ^and  jarring  elements  sometimes 
threaten  to  overwhelm  the  world  with  evil.  We  believe  in  and  respect  human 
nature,  notwithstanding  its  weaknesses,  perversions  and  monstrosities;  and 
we  believe  that  when  purified  and  restrained  by  Christian  principles,  it  is 
something  noble  and  exalted,  worthy  of  Him  who  created  it  and  lighted  it 
with  a  spark  of  his  own  divine  intelligence. 

Throughout  all  ages  of  the  world  light  and  darkness,  good  and  evil,  truth 
and  falsehood  have  been  struggling  for  ihe  mastery.  Nor  will  the  strife  cease 
until  all  sorrow  and  wrong  shall  be  vanquished.  This  is  the  hope  of  the 
world,  accomplished  through  the  study  and  practice  of  the  only  perfect  law; 
through  belief  in,  and  prayerful  imitation  of  the  only  perfect  life;  through 
the  acceptance,  not  in  theory  only,  but  through  personal  application  to 
each  soul,  by  the  hand  of  the  Divine  Master,  of  that  only  perfect  sacrificial 
offering  for  the  race— all  taught  in  the  Bible  in  their  beauty,  and  fullness,  and 
strength,  for  our  learning  and  guidance 

Now,  my  friends,  in  the  further  discussion  of  this  question  of  “How  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  home  study  of  the  Bible, ”  there  are  three  classes  of  homes  to  be 
considered  : 

I  The  Christian  home,  where  parents  and  all  members  of  the  family  are 
thoroughly  interested  in  the  Work 

II.  The  home  where  the  children  are  the  only  ones  showing  interest. 

Ill  Those  homes  where  no  member  has  any  apparent  care  or  concern  in 
the  matter. 

In  our  Christian  home,  we  assume  that  the  parents  possess  the  one  grand, 
essential,  foundation  principle — a  genuinely  spiritual  love  for  the  Word. 

Children  trained  under  such  influences,  blessed  with  parents  earnest,  loving 
and  prayerful,  cannot  fail  to  develop  a  teachable,  trusting  and  obedient 
spirit.  And  this  influence  will  extend  to  every  member  of  the  household. 

When  this  is  the  case,  the  daily  reading  and  study  of  the  Scriptures  becomes 
a  season  of  delight,  for  the  portrayer,  catching  the  inspiration  of  the  prom¬ 
ises  and  blessings  shadowed  forth— which  the  child  does  not  understand,  and 
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could  not  comprehend— throws  around  all  a  glow  of  interest  and  enthusiasm 
which  the  narration  of  any  event  of  the  world  would  fail  to  do.  Added  to 
this  spiritual  knowledge  and  development,  there  must  also  be  a  familiaiity 
with  the  Bible,  its  history,  its  story,  its  prophecy,  its  inspiration,  and  its 
practical  applications  and  lessons  for  every-day  life. 

In  order  to  teach  effectively  any  subject,  -one  must  thoroughly  understand 
it  But  you  say,  “Bounds  are  set  to  human  knowledge  in  the  study  of  the 
Bible  ”  Granted.  All  students  of  the  Bible  realize  this  principle.  There  is 
no  argument  against  the  utmost  zeal  and  devotion  in  the  interro¬ 
gation  of  nature  by  science.  Neither  is  there  an  argument  against  the  same 
zeal  and  devotion  for  the  searcher  after  divine  truth;  but  the  latter  has  a 
helper  and  a  guide,  which,  unfortunately,  the  former  does  not  always  claim 
or  even  recognize  The  seeker  after  Scriptural  truth  early  finds  that  there  is 
one  thing  better  than  knowledge  .  The  fear  of  the  Lord,  that  is  wisdom;  and 
to  depart  from  evil,  that  is  understanding. 

So  no  one,  whether  learned  or  unlearned,  according  to  common  parlance, 
if  he  can  read,  or  Indeed  if  he  cannot,  need  fear  that  the  truths  and  beauties 
of  the  Bible  will  not  be  revealed  to  him,  if  sought  in  a  prayerful  spirit.  Each 
new  glory  will  be  but  the  reflection  of  gospel  light;  and  each  new  sound  of 
joy  to  the  heart  but  the  echoes  of  gospel  doctrine. 

Every  occupation  has  its  artists;  those  skilled  in  manipulating  the  material 
peculiar  to  their  chosen  work;  those  who  can  mould  the  plastic  clay  into  life¬ 
like  forms,  or  carve  from  the  ill-sliapen  block  of  marble  “a  thing  of  beauty, 
and  a  joy  forever.”  These  know  the  great  advantage  of  being  masters  of  the 
situation,  and  will  readily  discern  the  means  best  adapted  to  reach  the  de¬ 
sired  result.  So,  in  order  that  the  workers  may  be  successful  in  their  work, 
they  must  understand  the  combinations  before  them. 

No  two  children,  even  in  the  same  family,  are  likely  to  be  of  precisely  the 
same  cast  ot  mind,  or  will  develop  the  same  disposition  and  character.  There 
should  be,  then,  a  devotion  to  sacred  things,  and  a  desire  to  study  them, 
wrought  into  the  very  warp  and  woof  of  the  young  life  by  judicious  manage¬ 
ment,  and  a  clear  and  well  defined  understanding  of  its  peculiar  character¬ 
istics.  The  parent  must  be  enabled  to  strengthen  the  weak  and  steady  the 
vacillating,  remembering  that  love  is  the  great  shield  which  protects  us  all 
from  destruction  And  in  no  ease  should  harshness  and  severity  be  mani¬ 
fested  to  meet  apparent  irreverence.  1  remember  once  of  being  present  at 
family  prayers,  where  the  lesson,  by  regular  course  of  reading,  was  the  26th 
chapter  of  Matthew,  in  which  is  given  the  sad  incident  of  the  last  supper, 
when  the  eleven-year-old  boy,  reading  the  14tli  verse,  said,  “Then  one  of  the 
twelve,  called  Judas  Aristocrat,  went  unto  thechif  priests.”  The  children  saw 
the  ludicrousness  of  the  blunder,  and  glancing  up  at  the  face  of  the  fatherand 
mother,  saw  seriousness  pictured  there,  so  no  demonstra  tion  was  made.  But 
when  the  eight-year-old  sister  read,  ‘And  they  covenanted  with  him  for 
thirty  pieces  of  liver,”  the  equilibrium  of  the  fain ily  was  somewhat  disturbed ; 
but  soon  there  followed  the  gentle  reproof,  “Be  very  careful  in  your  reading, 
children.”  Proper  decorum  was  restored,  and  the  devotional  hour  was 
passed,  and  those  children  have  as  much  reverence  for  the  Bible  and  the 
sacred  occasion  as  though  they  had  been  severely  reproved. 

One  summer  evening  as  I  was  walking  by  the  house  of  a  neighbor,  the  cries 
of  a  child  and  the  occasional  sound  of  a  blow  attracted  my  attention,  all  ac 
companied  with,  “Now,  will  you  say  y^eur  prayers?”  “Are  you  going  to  say  your 
prayers?”  I  do  not  know  whether  the  prayers  were  said  or  not  If  so,  surely 
other  than  a  good  angel  prompted  them.  That  mother  thought  she  was  do¬ 
ing  her  duty;  her  intentions  were  good.  The  hot  summer  day  was  just  at  its 
close, sand  both  were  nervous  and  ktired.  The  child  needed  soothing.  The 
story  of  Samuel  or  Joseph,  with  the  practical  application,  would  have  been 
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healing  bajm  to  the  troubled  spirit,  and  the  good  mother  would  have  found 
that  in  ministering  to  the  tired  child  she,  herself,  would  have  been  rested. 

O,  we  sometimes  think,  if  we  could  only  have  the  wisdom  and  the  experi¬ 
ence  which  the  to-morrow  hoi  .Is  for  our  to-days,  there  would  hang  much 
brighter  and  more  instructive  pictures  in  the  halls  of  our  yesterdays. 

Even  that  holy  hour  in  the  Christian  family  circle  devoted  to  prayer  and 
praise  is  often  made  a  season  of  little  interest  and  almost  dread  to  the 
younger  members  of  the  household,  because  the  whole  duty  is  so  wrapped  in 
mystery  and  awful  solemnity  that  tear  settles  down  upon  childhood’s  inno¬ 
cent  light-heartedness  when  called  to  “come  in  to  prayers.”  They  feel  much 
as  the  little  girl  did  upon  hearing  the  good  pastor  rejoice  that  heaven  would 
be  one  eternal  Sabbath.  She  immediately  told  her  mother  that  she  didn’t 
want  to  go  to  heaven  if  it  was  going  to  be  always  Sunday. 

It  is  a  web-known  principle  that,  other  things  being  equal,  the  mind  is 
most  interested  in  that  which  it  best  understands  and  comprehends.  There¬ 
fore  our  plan,  as  has  already  been  intimated,  is  so  to  pursue  the  study  of  the 
Bible  as  to  bring  its  various  topics  and  lessons  within  the  scope  of  mind  of 
each  member  of  the  household. 

And  this  can  be  most  readily  accomplished,  not  by  its  consecutive  reading, 
as  by  the  study  of  special  incidents,  facts  and  principles  best  suited  to  the 
capacities  and  tastes  of  the  individual.  While  the  consecutive  reading  of  the 
Bible  should  not  be  entirely  discouraged,  yet  much  better  results  can  be 
reached,  and  a  better  and  more  practical  knowledge  of  its  teachings  and  re¬ 
quirements  instilled  into  the  mind  by  topical  readings;  because  the  question 
is  not,  how  muck  have  you  read,  but  how  well.  For  children  there  should  be 
suitable  books  provided  In  these  days,  when  every  community  is  inundated 
with  reading  matter— journals,  magazines,  romances,  histories,  philosophies, 
etc —the  tendency  is  to  neglect  the  Holy  Word  of  God;  as  though  its  mis¬ 
sion  were  ended  and  the  mighty  themes  of  which  it  treats  were  obsolete.  So, 
whatever  is  done  to  render  Bible  study  more  attractive,  and  to  revive  an 
interest  in  its  sublime  truths,  will  be  regarded  with  favor  by  all  who  believe 
in  these  truths,  the  knowledge  of  which  surpasses  in  real  importance  all  other 
kinds  of  knowledge.  There  are  many  boohs  making  their  appearance  having 
this  as  their  prime  object,  especially  prepared  for  the  young,  but  not  unin¬ 
teresting  to  the  old,  among  which  I  would  mention,  as  indicating  the 
character,  “Boyd’s  Young  People’s  Illustrated  Bible  History,”  being  a  simple 
and  attractive  account  of  the  great  events  mentioned  in  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  Comprising,  also,  the  lives  of  the  Patriarchs,  of  Christ  and  his 
Apostles,  and  of  the  remarkable  women  and  children  mentioned  in  the 
sacred  volume;  each  section  closing  with  appropriate  moral  reflections 

Becoming  instructed  in  this,  this  Bible,  when  taken  up  in  the  family  read¬ 
ing,  will  possess  new  attractions  and  a  greatly  intensified  interest. 

The  value  of  our  Berean  Sunday  School  system  cannot  be  over  estimated 
Having  the  subject  ol  each  Sabbath’s  work  in  view  from  day  to  day, 
observing  the  daily  readings  as  mapped  out,  there  will  be  a  connected  plan 
for  the  week,  which,  supplemented  by  such  other  passages  as  bear  upon  the 
subject  in  hand,  cannot  fail  to  leave  a  lasting  impress  of  the  truths  and 
doctrines  taught.  This  plan  faithfully  followed  and  encouraged,  not  only 
instructs  and  interests  in  the  Bible,  but  develops  a  habit  of  systematic 
thought,  which  will  be  more  or  less  effective  in  producing  a  well  balanced 
life 

Another  means  for  promoting  Bible  reading  is  “The  Bible  Reading  and 
Prayer  Alliance,”  originating  from  the  Bible  work  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  Ill. 
The  objects  of  this  Alliance  are  thus  given  in  their  monthly  leaflet : 

I  Each  member  to  read  the  same  chapter  daily,  praying  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
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guide  us  into  all  truth,  accoiding  to  our  Lord’s  promise  given  in  John,  16th 
chapter,  13th  verse : 

“How  be  it  when  he,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  Is  come,  he  will  guide  you  into  all 
truth. 

II  “To  pray  daily  for  each  other,  that  we  may  grow  in  grace  and  a  knowledge 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.” 

9  a.  m.  is  recommended  as  the  hour  of  daily  prayer. 

9  a.  m  Sabbath  is  recommended  as  a  time  for  united  weekly  prayer  for 
pastors,  ministers  and  teachers  of  the  Word;  for  all  officers  and  members  of 
the  church,  that  they  may  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  witness  in 
His  power;  for  all  members  of  this  Alliance,  that  they  may  be  built  up  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Word' of  God. 

The  fact  that  20,000  persons  in  all  parts  of  this  country,  and  many  in  other 
countries,  unite  in  this  plan  for  consecutive  Bible  reading  and  prayer,  carries 
with  it  a  moral  force  which  is  incalculable 

In  “union  there  is  strength”  is  no  less  true  in  spiritual  than  in  secular 
affairs. 

The  plan  is  comprehensive  and  far-reaching  It  is  a  grand  thought,  worthy 
of  alive,  Christian  heart,  and  should  be  to  the  Christian  world  what  our  Inter 
national  Lesson  Leaves  are  to  the  Sunday  School  world,  or  the  Evangelical 
Alliance  to  the  ministerial,  and  soon  these  golden  links  of  nine  o’clock 
prayers  would  girdle  the  globe. 

In  the  consideration  of  one  subject  in  the  second  class  of  homes,  where  tire 
children  are  the  only  ones  interested,  the  study  of  the  Bible  cannot  be  made 
obligatory  Sad  as  the  thought  is,  and  sad  as  the  home  must  be,  the  parents 
do  not  sustain  the  children.  So  this  home  work  is  largely  dependent  upon 
influence  and  work  from  our  Christian  homes.  And  the  important  question 
is,  “How  shall  we  keep  the  children  and  win  the  parents,  so  as  to  introduce 
our  Bible  work  and  study?” 

First— Sabbath  School  and  Christian  workers  must  show  at  all  times,  no 
matter  what  the  condition  or  occasion,  a  love  and  care  for  these  children. 
Not  greet  them  with  a  smile  to-day.  and  not  know  them  to-morrow  This 
nod  or  look  of  recognition  is  to  the  child-heart  the  one  thing  needed  to  help 
it  along  Little  gifts  given  at  Sabbath  School  or  on  the  street,  picture  cards 
with  a  text  of  Scripture  upon  them,  tracts,  Sunday  School  papers,  all  will  be 
taken  home  and  read  by  the  parents.  I  have  often  thought  if  every  Christian 
would  carry  about  him  these  illuminated  or  plain  Scripture  text  cards,  and 
give  them  to  children  as  they  were  met  in  the  daily  walk,  particularly  to  those 
little  forlorn  ones,  we  all  know  them;  they  have  a  sort  of  “nobody-cares- 
for-me”  air  and  look— that  only  the  day  of  judgment  would  reveal  the  extent 
of  such  missionary  work 

Gather  the  children  in,  and  behind  will  surely  follow  the  parents  You 
know  the  shepherd  leads  his  flock  whithersoever  he  will,  if  he  carry  a  lamb  in 
his  arms. 

And  in  our  homes  of  the  third  class,  where  neither  parents  or  children 
have  a  serious  thought  for  the  work,  essentially  the  same  plan  as  that  only 
hinted  at  for  the  second  class  must  be  observed— kindness  for  the  child,  and 
a  discreet  interest  for  the  parents— personal  work,  family  visitations,  attend 
to  every-day  needs;  in  short,  Christians,  the  work  rests  with  you;  the  fields 
are  white  to  the  harvest,  where  are  the  laborers!  1  believe  that  just  when* 
ever  the  Christian  man,  woman  or  child  goes  forth  prayerfully,  and  with 
faith,  to  work  “together  with  the  Lord”  in  these  homes— for  they  are  the 
world,  and  are  scattered  all  around  us— that  God  will  furnish  the  plan  and 
give  the  increase.  And  Bible  study  will  follow  naturally  as  the  taking  of 
food  when  hungry. 
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“If  we  err  in  human  blindness, 

And  forget  that  weave  dust; 

If  we  miss  the  law  of  kindness, 

When  we  struggle  to  be  just; 

Snowy  wings  of  peace  shall  cover 
All  the  plain  that  hides  away, 

When  the  weary  watch  is  over 
And  the  mists  have  rolled  away  ” 

There  is  too  little  personal  work.  Talking  to  a  friend,  face  to  face,  is  infin* 
itely  more  delightful  than  reading  the  most  beautifully  written  and  warmly 
expressed  letter.  So  with  these  persons;  there  is  a  want  in  their  heart,  and 
happy  is  he  who  finds  the  door  and  brings  relief.  Talk  in  language  they  can 
understand  ;  in  parables  if  need  be  During  a  religious  awakening  in  a  factory 
village  in  Xew  England  a  foreman  was  awakened,  but  could  not  find  peace. 
His  superior  sent  him  a  letter,  reqiiesting  him  to  call  at  six  o’clock.  Promptly 
he  came.  “I  see  you  believe  me,”  said  his  master.  The  foreman  assented. 
“Well,  see,  here  is  another  letter  sending  for  you  by  One  equally  in  earnest, 
said  his  master,  holding  up  a  slip  of  paper  with  some  texts  of  Scripture  on  it* 

He  took  the  paper,  and  began  to  read  slowly,  “Come  unto  me  all  ye  that 
labor,”  etc.  His  lips  quivered,  his  eyes  filled  with  tears;  he  stood  for  a  few 
moments  not  knowing  what  to  do  At  length  he  inquired,  “Am  I  just  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  in  the  same  way  I  believed  your  letter?”  “Just  the  same  way,”  re¬ 
plied  his  master.  This  expedient  was  owned  of  God  in  setting  him  at  liberty. 
No  one  need  lack  argument,  promise  or  reproof  for  presentation.  The  Bible 
store-house  is  full,  and  has  abundant  material  suited  to  every  possible  case, 
no  matter  what  the  grade  of  crime  or  sin  may  be,  or  what  the  condition  in 
life. 

A  deaf  and  dumb  boj7  in  a  French  school  was  asked,  ‘Who  made  the  world?” 
He  took  his  slate  and  wrote  the  first  verse  of  the  Bible:  “In  the  beginning 
God  created  the  heaven  and  the  earth.”  He  was  then  asked,  “How  do  you 
hope  to  be  saved  ?”  The  child  wrote,  “This  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy 
of  all  acceptation,  that  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners.” 
The  last  question  proposed  was,  -‘How  is  it  that  God  has  made  you  deaf  and 
dumb,  while  those  around  you  can  hear  and  speak?”  The  poor  boy  appeared 
puzzled  for  a  moment,  and  a  suggestion  of  unbelief  seemed  to  pass  through 
his  mind,  but  quickly  recovering  himself,  he  wrote,  “Even  so  Father,  for  so 
it  seemeth  good  in  thy  sight.” 

When  the  professed  followers  of  our  Lord  can  say  : 

“All  my  soul  with  love  is  burning, — 

Love  to  God,  and  triend  and  foe  ; 

All  my  thoughts  to  Christ  are  turning, 

Peace  and  joy  my  heart  o’er  flow.” 

Then  will  the  work  of  God  advance,  and  the  Word  of  God  which  has  gone 
forth  out  of  his  mouth,  will  have  accomplished  that  which  He  pleased,  and 
prospered  in  the  thing  whereunto  He  sent  it.  Then  we  shall  go  out  with  joy, 
and  be  led  forth  with  peace;  and  the  mountains  and  the  hills  shall  break  forth 
before  us  into  singing,  and  all  the  trees  of  the  field  shall  clap  their  hands 
All  thy  children  shall  be  taught  of  the  Lord,  and  great  shall  be  the  peace  of 
thy  children.  Then  shall  It  be  said,  “Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together; 
righteousness  and  peace  have  kissed  each  other.” 

TSAPfWS'  /WJW 

How  to  promote  Bible  study  by  teachers’  meetings,  was  discussed 
by  Rev.  J.  R.  McCallister,  Shippensburg,  who  spoke  substantially  as 
follows  : 

The  Sunday  School  work  unfolding  itself  Is  very  slow.  It  is  only  100  years  old. 
A  little  over  five  per  cent,  of  time  of  the  Christian  era  has  been  devoted  to  the 
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teaching  of  1  ho  youth.  J  nst  about,  100  years  ago  it  sprung  upon  the  minds  of 
the  Christian  church  that  the  children  should  be  taught  the  gospel.  They 
were  just  as  wise  as  we  are.  But  it  is  a  matter  of  fact  in  history  that  the 
subject  of  missions,  “Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  baptize  all  nations,”  was 
never  fully  set  forth  in  all  its  original  intention  until  about  the  beginning  of 
this  century. 

That  mission  was  to  all  nations— men,  women  and  children— all  creatures. 

We  are  just  little  children;  just  learning  the  Master’s  work 

Teachers’  meetings  !  How  old  is  it?  1  cannot  tell.  I  am  only  a  child  in  it, 
and  anything  I  may  say  can  be  comprehended  by  any  one.  I  regret  1  am  not 
better  prepared  on  the  subject 

The  real  subject  U  education — the  study  of  the  Bible  in  connection  with 
teachers’  meetings 

The  matter  of  the  education  is,  we  have  no  official  dignity,  no  mark  of  call¬ 
ing— all  humble  servants  in  the  same  work.  The  ministers  are  set  apart  for  their 
work,  but  it  is  no  less  the  teacher’s  business  than  the  minister’s  to  be  prepared 
— educated. 

Paul,  in  1  Timothy,  says  that  those  who  minister  and  preach  the  Word  of 
the  Lord  must  be  apt— have  an  aptness  in  setting  iorth  the  Word  of  God.  And 
if  anybody  finds  that  they  cannot  bow  to  that,  they  have  no  fitness 

There  is  too  much  involved— your  children’s  salvation— and  I  hold  that 
there  is  but  one  way  to  bring  knowledge  before  the  Christian  mind,  and  that 
way  is  by  education. 

Some  teachers  in  trying  to  save  children  teach  them  to  save  themselves;  to 
be  sorry  for  sins,  and  mourn  over  them;  repent,  and  believe  in  the  gospel; 
get  them  to  save  themselves,  instead  of  teaching  them  to  go  to  Christ;  there 
is  but  one  way  tojbe  saved,  but  one  line  drawn;  faith  and  repentance;  lead  the 
child  right  to  Christ.  If  the  Lord  leads  us  to  Sinai,  let  him  lead  us;  but  I  will 
not  lead  any  one  there  Show  them  the  road  to  the  Savior,  he  will  lead  the 
erring  from  darkness  to  light,  from  Satan  to  God,  from  sin  to  holiness,  from 
doubt  to  faith,  from  despair  to  hope  eternal,  and  to  heaven 

Teachers’  meetings  are  good  for  teachers  as  well  as  superintendents  to  pray 
over  the  work.  It  is  good  for  ail  as  a  prayermeeting. 

The  best  place  for  a  poor  teacher  is  In  a  teachers’  meeting  Open  the  meet¬ 
ing  with  devotional  exercises;  get  them  warmed  np,  and  prepare  them  to 
find  out  what  are  the  needs  of  the  school 

A  great  many  teachers  have  crept  into  the  school  by  some  other  way  than 
the  door.  They  weigh  the  school  down.  The  teachers’  meeting  will  produce 
an  upheaval.  A  few  years  ago  a  congregation  nominated  10  or  12  men  for 
elders,  but  none  were  fit  for  the  position. 

But  how  remedy  it?  The  minister  called  a  meeting  and  tried  to  set  forth 
the  responsibility  of  the  office,  and  what  they  were  called  to  do.  Other  meetings 
were  held  week  after  week.  When  called  upon  to  be  ordained,  they  all  de¬ 
clined  the  responsibility  except  two— and  they  the  most  unfit.  Thus  it  is 
often  in  the  Sabbath  School  work— all  ornamental.  We  want  useful  teachers, 
as  well  as  ornamental  ones. 

Singing  by  the  choir. — “Hallelujah  ’tis  done. 
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as  a  means  of  promoting  Bible  study,  was  explained  by  Rev.  W. 
Maslin  Frysinger,  Harrisburg: 

Thfs  subject  is  one  but  little  understood  by  the  average  Sunday  School 
worker.  Comparatively  few  are  able  to  distinguish  between  an  ordinary 
teachers’  meeting  and  a  Sunday  School  teachers’  normal  class. 
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The  intermingling  of  terms,  and  a  correct  definition  not  being  given,  has 
prodxiced  confusion  in  the  minds  of  many. 

It  is  necessary  to  define  the  meanings  of  the  words  used  : 

I  Normal  is  from  the  latln  norma,  a  rule  or  pattern.  Hence  a  normal  teacher 
should  be  a  pattern  teacher. 

Normal  teaching  is  practical  theorizing— the  embodiment  of  the  methods 
and  the  exhibition  of  a  complete  course  ot  instruction,  designed  to  teach 
others  to  teach. 

Sunday  School  normal  teaching  should  aim  to  make  a  model  school ;  to  show 
forth  the  best  methods  of  acquiring  a  complete  mastery  of  instruction;  to 
impart  to  others  what  the  teacher  has  learned  by  discipline  and  experience. 

II.  Normal  drill  is  often  only  a  practical  solution  of  securing  skill  in  effectu¬ 
ally  exhibiting  instruction. 

In  Sunday  School  teaching  there  are  two  popular  errors: 

(a)  Taking  the  gift  of  miracle  for  the  gift  of  teaching. 

A  great  deal  of  Sunday  School  teaching  is  done  by  relying  on  native  tact  or 
talent— of  filling  another  empty  vessel  out  of  a  number  of  other  empty  vessels 
A  teacher  would  not  attempt  to  teach  a  book  to  his  secular  scholars  without 
he  was  positive  he  knew  its  contents;  but  there  are  a  number  of  our  Sunday 
School  teachers  who  are  just  as  guilty. 

(b)  To  satisfy  their  conscience  with  the  least  degree  of  personal  effort. 

So  much  teaching  is  like  the  Irishman  on  the  farm  who,  when  taken  to  the 
field  to  be  taught  plowing,  and  being  told  "to  plow  for  that  heifer  at  the  other 
side  of  the  field,”  followed  literally  his  instructions,  and  soon  found  himself 
plowing  in  all  directions  after  the  wanderings  of  the  heifer,  and  the  field,  in¬ 
stead  of  being  in  straight  furrows,  was  a  conglomeration  of  circles,  crosses, 
hyperbolae,  etc. 

Just  such  work  many  teachers  are  doing  Instead  of  teaching  straight, 
practical  thoughts,  and  plowing  with  a  design  through  the  original  soil  of  the 
mental  and  moral  natures  o£  the  scholar,  they  never  mind  the  manner  of 
their  work  nor  consider  the  results. 

Some  one  has  asked  for  God’s  blessing  on  their  feeble  efforts  to  promote  the 
Sunday  School  work,  God  can’t  bless  feeble  efforts.  The  Bible  says  that  he 
blesses  those  who  lay  their  hand  to  the  work,  and  we  need  not  look  in  vain 
for  the  blessing,  for  God  uses  men  to  accomplish  his  work 

III.  The  general  adoption  of  the  normal  class  drill  is  practicable.  Where- 
ever  there  are  workers,  there  it  is  practicable  to  organize  a  normal  class. 

Supposing  some  one  at  Convention  thinks  that  normal  class  drill  would  be 
impracticable  in  his  town.  Let  him  resolve  that  when  he  returns  home  he 
will  organize  a  normal  class.  Speak  to  your  pastor,  or  your  superintendent  and 
the  teachers;  and  suppose  they  do  make  excuse,  some  saying  "it  will  not  be  a 
success;  others,  "I  have  married  a  wife  and  1  cannot  come;”  others,  "I  have 
bought  a  farm,”  etc. 

On  the  ground  of  this  opposition  shall  he  give  up?  No;  not  until  he  has 
met  the  responsibility  and  organized  a  class  of  no  one  but  a  book  and  himself. 

In  a  short  time  the  scholars  will  note  the  renewed  interest  the  teacher  takes 
in  the  lesson,  the  teachers  will  notice  his  earnestness,  the  superintendent  will 
become  interested,  and  ere  long  one  and  other  will  ask  to  join  the  class,  and 
then  you  have  organized  your  normal  class. 

Actual  instances  of  such  a  character  happened  just  after  the  last  Sunday 
School  Assembly  at  Oakville. 

IV.  If  any  where  it  is  possible  to  organize  a  successful  class  for  normal  drill,  it 
is  within  the  bounds  of  Cumberland  County.  With  so  many  active  workers, 
with  such  an  active  organization,  every  town  and  village  should  contain 
such  a  class. 
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But  we  have,  within  your  bounds,  the  Sunday  School  Assembly,  without 
an  equal  on  the  face  of  the  continent.  Rev  Abbott  says  so,  Dr  Warner  says 
so,  Dr.  Newman  says  so,  I  say  so,  and  every  prominent  worker  in  attendance 
says  so;  in  fact,  all  have  been  a  walking  advertisement  of  the  great  results  of 
the  Cumberland  Valley  Sunday  School  Assembly. 

Rev.  Frysinger  took  this  opportunity  of  calling  attention  to  the 
coming  Assembly,  to  be  held  July  12-17,  which  promises  to  far  sur¬ 
pass  in  excellency  of  programme — if  such  can  be  done — the  exer¬ 
cises  of  last  year,  and  extended  a  cordial  invitation  for  all  the  Sunday 
School  workers  of  Cumberland  county  to  attend. 

Following  the  singing  of  “Clinging,  I  am  Clinging,1'  and  the  bene¬ 
diction  by  Rev.  W.  C.  Robbins,  Convention  adjourned  until  afternoon. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON.  . 

Convention  opened  at  2  p.  m  with  a  “Praise  and  Promise 
Service,1*  conducted  by  Mr  W.  VV.  Wanbaugh.  New  Kingston.  The 
exercises  were  interesting,  and  of  the  most  spiri  ual  character 

At  2:30  p  m.  the  Convention  prepared  for  business,  and  on  motion 
of  Rev.  S.  S.  Wylie,  the  time  for  speakers  for  the  afternoon  was 
limited  to  fifteen  minutes. 

jwt  fpfxf  ftjpf- 

The  place  for  holding  the  next  Convention  was  discussed,  and 
Newville  and  Mt.  Holly  being  offered,  by  vote  of  the  Convention, 
Newville  was  accepted. 
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The  President  announced  that  no  provision  had  been  made  for  the 
publication  of  the  minutes,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  increase  the 
amount  already  contributed  by  a  number  of  the  schools  for  this 
purpose,  and  on  motion  of  J.  R.  Pague,  the  Executive  Committee  was 
auhorized  to  publish  the  minutes. 
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The  Committee  on  Nomination  made  the  report  of  the  officers  for 
the  Association  for  the  coming  year,  which  w  s  accepted  by  Conven¬ 
tion.  For  list,  vide.  Division  III  of  these  minutes. 
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Rev.  W.  A.  Carver,  Dillsburg,  York  county,  offered  the  following 
resolution  : 

Whereas,  The  Secretary’s  statistical  report  is  far  from  being  complete,  not 
half  the  Sabbath  Schools  in  the  county  having  reported,  the  figures,  therefore, 
not  representing  their  true  strength;  therefore, 

ftesoived,  That  we  express  our  regret  at  this  unnecessary  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  schools. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  urge  attention  to  this  fact  up¬ 
on  all  the  schools  in  the  eounty  by  appending  to  the  blanks  prepared  for  in¬ 
dividual  reports  a  foot-note  embodying  the  substance  of  these  resolutions. 
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On  motion  of  W.  D.  Blackburn,  Mechanicsburg,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars,  due  J.  B.  Morrow  on  printing  the 
proceedings  of  the  Convention  of  1878,  be  paid  out  of  the  first 
money  that  comes  into  the  Treasury. 

JEMPERANCE  AND  THE  jSuNDAY  j3CHQ0L 

was  the  subject  of  the  topic  assigned  to  Rev.  A.  H.  Irvine,  Carlisle 
and  he  being  absent  volunteer  addresses  were  called  for,  which,  on 
motion,  were  limited  to  five  minutes. 

Rev.  Frysinger,  Harrisburg : 

Remarked  that  he  had  once  read  of  a  soldier  traveling  through  Mexico,  and 
who  saw  what  he  supposed  to  be  a  drove  of  criminals,  and  asking  for  infor¬ 
mation,  received  the  reply,  “They  are  volunteers  for  the  army.” 

Now  lam  not  such  a  volunteer,  to  be  drawn  out  when  required,  but  1  do 
wish  to  say  that  there  is  a  greater  necessity  for  temperance  in  the  Sunday 
School  than  you  imagine 

Some  time  ago,  in  Harrisburg,  I  met  a  boy  who  said  he  had  seen  an  awful 
thing — a  man  with  his  face  all  bloody  from  bruises  received  in  a  fight.  I  tried 
to  impress  upon  that  boy  the  evils  of  drunkenness,  and  he  replied,  “I  will 
never  touch  liquor,  but  1  will  drink  beer  ”  That  boy  will  die  a  drunkaid.  He 
has  his  uncle’s  example,  and  that  of  many  Sunday  School  teachers  who  drink 
beer.  God  pity  any  Sunday  School  that  attempts  to  drive  out  temperance. 

Rev.  C  S.  Albert,  Carlisle  : 

We  seldom  realize  that  very  great  impressions  are  made  on  children’s 
minds.  He  recalled  the  instance  of  a  little  b«y  who  had  been  spoken  to  upon 
the  subject,  and  the  impressions  made  were  such  that  the  boy  said  “he  would 
never  drink.”  We  want  good  examples  from  the  old,  and  the  young  will  take 
pattern.  He  regretted  that  intemperance  was  so  great  in  our  land,  and  hoped 
it  would  soon  be  removed  from  our  midst 

Prof.  J.  A.  Lippincott,  Carlisle  : 

It  is  possible  for  a  boy  to  be  influenced  and  made  comparatively  safe.  The 
remedy  is  in  the  hands  of  the  mother. 

Sunday  Schools  must  keep  this  great  question  of  temperance  to  the  front. 
If  the  mothers  instruct  and  mould  the  young  thoughts  of  the  children  it  will 
be  impossible  for  them  to  become  drunkards 

Rev.  Daniel  Hollinger : 

3,300  years  ago  a  promise  was  made  by  Jonadab,  to  his  father  Jethro,  that  he 
would  never  plant  vineyards,  never  sow  seed,  never  build  houses.  There 
was  a  cause  for  this  effect,  and  unless  we  begin  at  the  foundation  to  destroy 
the  evil  we  will.never  be  victorious 

Many  say  they  cannot  do  without  it — drinking.  If  every  Sabbath  School 
teacher  and  the  mothers  of  Israel  would  do  their  utmost,  this  evil  would  be 
driven  from  our  land 

The  trouble  is  we  are  afraid  to  speak  plainly,  lest  we  offend  some  one.  He 
referred  to  a  sermon  he  preached,  in  which  he  was  very  pointed  in  his  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  Gospel  Told  his  hearers  they  must  stop  their  stealing  such 
a  man’s  wheat,  or  corn,  or  clover  seed.  Spoke  direct  to  all  as  a  class,  but 
those  who  were  guilty  saw  their  mistake,  and  repented. 

The  prophet  Jeremiah  went  to  the  king  and  told  him  his  error,  and  we 
should  not  be  afraid  to  do  our  duty. 


34 


CUMBERLAND  CO UN TV 


God  will  hold  us  accountable,  and  we  must  cry  ou ,  against  the  curse  of  in¬ 
temperance.  It  is  not  the  mother  or  the  child  who  are  the  strangers  in  this 
work;  it  is  the  older  ones  who  are  to  blame  and  try  to  shirk  their  responsi¬ 
bility. 

Rev.  J.  R.  McCallister,  Shippensburg  : 

if  the  membership  of  the  Christian  churches  were  consistent,  we  would  hare 
no  place  for  saloons 

Rev  A.  R.  Miller,  New  Cumberland  : 

To  prohibit  the  use  of  liquor,  remove  their  manufacture  and  sale  Experi¬ 
ence  proves  we  must  have  a  wholesome  influence  surrounding  us,  and  that 
is  found  in  the  Sunday  School,  and  outside  of  the  mother’s  influence. 

W.  D.  Blackburn,  Mechanicsburg  : 

We  may  speak  of  the  effects,  we  may  speak  of  the  causes  of  intemperance, 
but  all  church  members  who  refuse  to  lend  a  helping  voice  and  hand  in 
this  work  are  moral  cowards. 

On  motion  of  Edwin  James  the  last  address  of  the  evening  was 
substituted  for  the  last  topic  of  the  afternoon  and  vice  versr>. 

pATECHIZATION  IN  THE  ^SUNDAY  $CHOOL 

was  set  forth  by  Rev.  C.  S  Albert,  Carlisle  : 

This  is  not  a  general  subject  for  all  workers  present,  but  I  will  treat  it,  in 
hope  that  some  may  derive  instruction. 

Catechization  means  imparting  instruction  by  questions  and  answers. 
There  is  often  very  much  of  instruction  given,  and  patient  listening,  and  if 
you  ask  the  scholars  how  much  they  understand,  you  will  be  surprised  at  how 
little  they  know. 

There  is  a  general  catechization,  £3  well  as  the  special  one  by  the  minister 

If  you  would  know  what  was  understood  by  the  lesson,  understand  what  is 
aimed  at. 

What  you  seek  to  impress  on  every  school  is  the  saving  doctrines  of  the 
Bible.  The  whole  plan  of  salvation  is  to  be  instructed. 

Upon  the  coronation  of  a  certain  queen  of  Saxony,  as  she  ascended  the 
throne,  there  was  presented  to  her  a  golden  yoke,  which,  on  being  opened, 
you  beheld  a  bird.  By  opening  the  bird  at  a  hidden  spring,  within  was  found 
a  ring.  Just  so  a  person  teaching  the  catechism  aright 

It  is  to  put  that  ring  of  personal  acceptance  upon  the  hand  of  the  children, 
as  the  prodigal  received  the  ring  from  the  hands  of  his  father. 

We  should  teach  the  necessity  of  prayer,  the  sacraments  of  the  church,  the 
creed,  etc,  and  lead  them  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  the  truth.  The  most 
difficult  work  to  do  is  to  use  the  catechism  in  the  Sunday  School.  There  are 
too  many  Christian  people  who  do  not  know  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible. 

A  little  portion  at,  a  time  of  the  catechism  is  to  be  imparted.  Use  faithfully 
the  International  Lesson  Leaves,  and  then  patiently,  lovingly  and  prayer¬ 
fully  impress  the  doctrines  of  your  church. 

By  a  few  pointed,  helpful  illustrations  the  value  of  an  early  train¬ 
ing  in  the  doctrines  of  any  church  was  forcibly  presented. 

Singing. — “What  hast  thou  done  for  me  ” 

pUR  pOMMON  ytf ORK— JTS  J^EEDS—  JTS  JENDENCIES— JtS  POSSIBILITIES 

were  presented  by  Rev.  0.  H.  Betts,  Mechanicsburg: 

Accepting  the  thought  that  the  topic  supplies  the  introduction,  I  propose 
to  devote  the  time  alloted  to  me  exclusively  to  its  discussion  First : 
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OUR  COMMON  WORK. 

Eminent  writers  say  our  English  word  “Bishop”  has  been  derived  from  a 
word  which  indicates  active  labor,  and  not  as  now,  applied  to  certain  impera¬ 
tive  functions  or  a  name  for  an  office — so  with  the  title  of  my  theme.  “Our 
common  work”  suggests  something  to  do.  This  work  is  broad  and  compre¬ 
hensive,  covering  ovey,  perhaps,  twenty  years  of  the  early  and.  formative 
period  of  every  human  life  Its  sphere  is  the  highest  range  of  spirituality. 
The  real  spiritual  worker  does  not  seek  to  develop  the  intellectual  or  rational 
faculties,  but  to  inculcate  faith  in  the  unseen  and  divine.  “We  look  not  at 
the  things  which  are  seen”  Thus  the  highest  aspiration  is  to  teach  those 
committed  to  our  care  to  view  the  things  that  pertain  to  the  external  senses 
as  temporal,  hence  they  perish  with  them;  and  that  the  things  “unseen”  or 
eternal,  yet  scanned  by  faith,  are  worthy  of  an  immortal  being.  The  aim  of 
our  “work,”  then,  is  the  salvation  or  personal  deliverance  of  the  soul  from 
the  bondage  of  sin,  by  the  methods  God  has  prescribed.  On  this  all  hinges. 
Then  is  it  not  true  that  the  mere  mental  exercise  tends  to  create  a  distaste 
for  the  truth  that  makes  men  free,  and  on  the  other  hand  educates  the  animal 
propensities  of  man’s  nature  to  the  exclusion  of  the  divine  ?  Every  improve¬ 
ment,  either  of  the  intellectual  or  spiritual  constituent  of  man,  unless  sancti¬ 
fied  by  the  word  and  spirit  of  divine  grace,  will  tend  to  confusion  and  dismay. 

As  page  after  page  of  this  great  volume  of  Christian  work  opens  to  our 
view,  and  pleads  in  tender  sympathy,  we  see  the  necessity  of  weighing  with 
the  utmost  exactness  our  every  moment  in  the  great  scale  of  time.  Think  of 
it,  oh  ye  Christian  workers  in  the  Sunday  School,  you  only  have  abont  one- 
half  hour  in  a  week  to  deal  with  the  souls  placed  under  your  immediate  care, 
in  so  far  as  the  session  affords  you,  and  all  the  rest  of  time  they  are  exposed 
to  the  allurements  and  enticements  of  the  destroyer  In  methods  for  assist¬ 
ing  in  the  propagating  of  truth,  and  instilling  into  the  mind  pure  principles, 
that  the  young  and  tender  branch  may  be  grafted  into  the  true  “vine”  and 
trained  heavenward,  we  are  led  to  the  second  point,  viz  : 

ITS  NEEDS. 

1st  We  need  to  cultivate  a  higher  appreciation  of  the  work  we  are  engaged 
in.  One  who  deals  with  souls  bearing  the  impression  of  immortality  must  en¬ 
tertain  no  doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  a  “Supreme  Being,”  the  divinity  of 
Christ,  the  actual  presence  of  the  holy  spirit,  the  authenticity  of  the  holy 
Scriptures  and  his  own  salvation.  We  should  never  recommend  an  article  to 
others,  until  we  ourselves  have  tested  its  merits  and  experienced  its  benefits. 
Hence  speculation  as  to  fundamentals  pertaining  to  the  first  alphabet  of  our 
holy  religion  would,  of  itself,  impair  one’s  usefulness  in  teaching  others.  If 
the  stream  would  be  pure,  the  fountain,  of  necessity,  must  be  pure.  If  we 
would  impart  pure  scriptural  truth  to  others,  we  must  first  possess  that  purity 
ourselves,  by  partaking  from  the  fountain  of  the  Infinite 

Sunday  School  work  is  a  ioint  work  with  Him  who  said,  “Suffer  little 
children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not,  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
God,”  co-laborers  with  him  Hence,  as  we  come  to  our  class  of  pupils,  we 
need  to  be  imbued  with  the  thought,  I  am  training  these  tender  minds  and 
hearts  for  Jesus;  I  am  his  mouthpiece;  1  am  his  ambassador  to  bear  his  mes 
sage.  How  shall  I  be  successful  in  this?  By  a  thorough  study  of  each  message; 
giving  prominence  to  the  truth  in  each  lesson  by  diligent  inquiry  as  to  the 
mind  of  the  spirit  therein.  The  teacher  needs,  as  the  seed  of  truth  germinates 
in  the  mind,  to  cultivate  the  soil,  keep  out  the  weeds  and  assist  with  the  ap¬ 
pliances  ottered  by  the  Master  of  the  vinevard,  that  good  fruit  may  be  pro¬ 
duced.  We  need  to  watch  the  growth  and  development  of  the  mind  of  the 
child.  The  farmer,  when  he  has  sown  the  seed  in  the  hitherto  prepared  soil, 
does  not  leave  it  to  care  for  itself  until  the  time  for  harvest,  but  gives  it  un- 
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remitted  attention,  thus  largely  in  proportion  as  his  care  is  given  ,is  he  re¬ 
warded.  So  with  our  work  of  love  for  the  Master;  the  success  will  be 
measured  l>y  the  attention  we  give.  Hence  we  need  more  than  the  half  hour 
afforded  in  the  Sunday  School  room  VVe  need  a  personal  interview  with 
them  at  their  homes,  or  at  our  homes.  We  need  to  get  into  sympathy  with 
them,  use  every  possible  way  and  means  to  gain  them  tq  your  confidence  and 
respect,  for  when  this  is  accomplished,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  it  is  only  a 
question  of  time  when  you  shall  reap  a  golden  harvest  in  their  conversion  to 
Christ.  We  need  to  foster  a  missionary  spirit.  The  blessed  Jesus  was  a  mis¬ 
sionary.  lie  says  to  us,  “Go  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges,  and  compel 
them  (by  love)  to  come  in.”  We  need  the  burning  love  of  Christ  upon  the 
altar  of  our  hearts,  with  our  present  opportunities  and  improvements  ; 
more  faith  in  God’s  promises  We  need  consecration  to  God.  We  need  a 
more  diligent,  thorough  and  faithful  study  of  the  Scriptures.  We  need  a 
personal  realization  of  our  responsibility  to  God.  We  need  to  realize  that 
our  sufficiency  is  only  of  God.  We  need  to  select  teachers  who  have  the  apti¬ 
tude  to  teach.  We  need  more  of  the  membership  of  the  church  in  our  Sun¬ 
day  School,  or  in  other  words,  we  need  the  whole  church  in  Sunday  School. 
We  need  to  have  our  schools  lifted  up  into  a  higher  place  of  usefulness.  We 
need  higher  aims.  We  need  better  teaching.  Our  greatest  need  is  tire  abid¬ 
ing  pi’esence  of  the  holy  spirit  All  our  forms,  all  our  theories,  all  our  books 
and  appliances,  all  our  teaching,  will  prove  abortive  if  the  fire  of  the  spirit 
of  God  is  not  made  manifest.  Third: 

ITS  TENDENCIES. 

The  tendencies  of  our  work  will  materially  depend  upon  the  spirit  that 
characterizes  the  agency.  If  done  under  the  eye  of  the  Master,  its  “tenden¬ 
cies”  will  prove  salutary— gold  silver  and  precious  stones.  Xeep  the  child 
healthy,  and  it  will  steadily  grow  and  develop  into  maturity.  Keep  the 
Sunday  School  work  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  it  will  continue  to  develop 
new  phases  of  usefulness,  and  as  link  after  link  forms  the  chain,  so  “our 
work”  will  tend  upward  to  a  higher  degree  of  perfection  as  link  after  link  is 
formed  in  the  aggressive  movement,  assisted  by  a  consecrated  church;  for 
when  the  two  become  united  in  what  I  conceive  the  divine  plan  for  evangel¬ 
izing  the  world,  the  word  Sunday  will  be  dispensed  with,  and  in  its  stead  it 
will  assume  the  title  Church  School,  where  the  old  and  young  will  assemble 
indiscriminately  for  Bible  study 

Another  tendency  of  “our  work”  is  to  counteract  some  forms  of  skepticism 
that  has  found  its  way  into  the  church  It  is  a  humiliating  fact  that 
Darwinism,  Huxleyism  and  many  other  isms  antagonistic  to  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  have  become  the  theology  of  many  ministers,  to  the  almost  ex¬ 
tinction  of  “Jesus,  and  Him  crucified,”  thus  perplexing  and  confusing  the  in¬ 
quirer  after  truth.  I  say,  with  shame,  that  infidelity  exists  to-day  in  the 
church,  and  as  God  will  condemn  every  agency  that  tends  to  rob  him  of  his 
glory  and  his  church  of  its  honor,  he  has  been  giving  prominence  and  prestige 
to  a  consecrated  talent  in  the  Sunday  School,  and  thus  created  a  healthier 
order  of  things . 

We  have  no  way  of  judging  of  the  fixture  but  by  the  past,  and  as  we  com¬ 
pare  the  past  with  the  pi’esent  we  readily  perceive  the  tendencies  to  enter 
other  open  doors  for  usefulness,  and  thereby  exert  a  wholesome  reverence  for 
truth.  The  time  was  when  anyone  with  pretensions  to  a  moral  character 
was  regarded  as  competent  to  teach  a  class  in  the  Sunday  School.  Not  so  to¬ 
day.  The  tendencies  of  the  present  Sunday  School  system  justifies  the  belief 
that  the  time  is  not  very  far  remote  when  not  only  their  Christian  character 
and  standing  will  indicate  their  position,  but  merit,  governed  by  a  thorough, 
practical  acquaintance  with  the  Word  of  God  ;  when  the  church,  through  its 
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recognized  officiary,  will  examine  the  teacher  upon  his  or  her  qualifications 
for  teaching  the  Divine  Word.  Then  will  the  teachers’  normal  class  for  the 
study  of  the  “Book”  be  brought  into  its  complete  requisition  Lastly  : 

ITS  POSSIBILITIES. 

Who  can  fathom  them  ?  We  know  the  past  in  its  wonderful  achievements. 
We  are  lost  in  contemplation  as  to  the  future  of  our  common  work,  and  in 
the  solution  of  this  great  problem  the  voice  of  the  beloved  is  heard  saying, 
“The  things  which  are  impossible  with  men  are  possible  with  God.”  Thus  the 
future  of  our  success  is  measured  by  our  faith  in  the  rich  assurances  of  our 
Heavenly  Father 

It  implies  that  the  grandeur  and  glory  of  our  work  is  capable  of  improve¬ 
ment,  and  we, as  his  coadjutors,  may  push  on  the  work  to  greater  triumphs. 
Much  of  the  land  around  us  is  lying  waste,  growing  over  with  thorns  and 
briars  of  evil.  Our  possibilities  imply  that  we  may  permit  our  golden  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  pass  by  misimproved  Shall  we  go  up  and  possess  the  land  ?  The 
Lord  said  unto  his  servant  Joshua,  although  in  ripe  old  age,  “Thou  art  old 
and  stricken  in  years,  and  there  remaineth  yet  very  much  land  to  be 
possessed  ;”  implying  that  the  aged  as  well  as  the  young  have  a  part  in  our 
common  work. 

It  is  possible  that  the  Lord  hath  need  of  thee,  my  brother,  in  furnishing 
means.  Arc  thou  preparing  to  give  an  account  of  thy  stewardship ?  The 
Sunday  School  room  needs  to  be  made  attractive  and  inviting.  Maps,  black¬ 
boards,  Bible  dictionaries,  lesson  helps,  and  numerous  other  requisites,  are 
needed  God  works  by  means,  and  adapts  the  talents  in  each  local  organiza¬ 
tion  for  the  subserving  of  those  means  It  is  among  the  range  of  possibilities 
that  some  oi  you,  by  withholding  the  Lord’s  money  (not  yours),  may  seriously 
impede  the  work,  and  thus  render  yourself  accountable  for  many  deficiencies. 
More  Bible  and  less  novel  reading  is  greatly  in  demand.  Many  a  noxious 
weed,  with  its  deadly  poison,  is  found  upon  the  shelves  of  some  of  our 
libraries  in  the  Sunday  School.  There  is  a  fearful  reckoning  awaiting  many 
authors  of  Sunday  School  literature,  and  those  who  store  the  shelves  of  their 
libraries  with  such  poison  When  you  go  home,  give  your  library  a  careful 
and  thorough  examination,  and  every  book  that  fails  to  point  the  child  to 
Jesus  and  aid  them  to  a  higher  appreciation  of  the  Book  commit  it  to  the 
flames,  and  thus  dry  up  a  fountain  of  evil  that  has  been  emitting  destruction 
and  death  But  I  must  close.  “ Our  Common  Work — Its  Needs — Its  Tendencies— Its 
Poss^b^t^t^es’, — wonderful  mission  you  and  I  have  engaged  in.  Let  us  not  abate 
our  zeal,  but  keep  pace  with  the  onward  march;  thus  assist  in  elevating 
and  purifying  the  social,  political  and  national  standard,  for  these  also  need  to 
be  sanctified  by  Sunday  School  influence. 

What  is  the  object  of  this  annual  convocation  but  to  compare  views,  receive 
and  impart  information,  to  devise  ways  and  means,  that  a  fresh  impetus  may 
be  given  us?  Although  we  are  not  laying  the  foundation  of  a  kingdom,  nor 
the  corner-stone  of  a  temple  around  whose  spires  the  ivy  of  a  thousand  years 
shall  entwine,  we  are  here  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  greatest  kingdom  that 
was  ever  founded,  and  to  help  on  with  a  temple  whose  choir  of  little  children 
is  to  fill  the  world  with  praise;  on  whose  altars  the  vestal  fires  of  pure  devo¬ 
tion  will  be  found  all  aglow  when  the  knell  of  time  shall  reverberate  among 
the  tottering  hills  of  the  world  in  the  last  throes  of  dissolving  nature,  and 
whose  lofty  spires  shall  reflect  the  transcendent  light  of  God’s  own  Son  in 
his  final  coming  to  judge  the  world.  Our  place  in  this  work  may  seem  t©  be 
comparatively  unimportant  as  to  its  future  success,  but  let  us  be  encouraged 
in  that  we  are  sowing  good  seed,  although  it  may  be  buried  beneath  the 
snows  of  a  long  winter.  The  farmer  has  no  better  reason  to  expect  the  vernai 
sun  to  warm  into  a  golden  harvest  the  wheat  he  scattered  in  the  pi-eceding 
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Autumn,  than  we  have  to  believe  that  those  “who  go  forth  weeping,  bearing 
precious  seed,  will  come  again  bringing  their  sheaves  with  them.”  It  is  the 
same  God  who  speaks  to  the  cultivator  of  the  soil,  in  the  steady  and  silent 
laws  of  nature,  that  utters  his  voice  in  the  great  and  precious  promises  of 
the  Scriptures  As  we  separate,  .having  had  such  peasant  interchange  of 
thought  respecting  our  mission,  let  the  impressions  here  received  conduce  to 
inspire  us  with  renewed  zeal  for  the  Master,  and  when  the  top-stone  of  this 
great  temple  shall  be  completed  we  shall  unite  in  the  universal  song  of  praise 
to  the  glory  of  grace,  “Not  unto  us,  but  unto  Thy  name,  be  all  honor  and 
glory  forever  Amen  ” 

Singing, — “Rescue  the  perishing.” 

WWW's- 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  reported  the  following,  which,  on 
motion,  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  Sunday  School  has  become  a  recognized  civilizing  power  in 
the  world,  and  of  the  first  importance  to  every  church  and  community; 

And  whereas,  Aggressive  and  advance  movements  are  now  demanded  of 
every  church  and  Sunday  School  organization;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  hail  with  delight  the  increasing  interest  of  the  Sunday 
Schools  of  Cumberland  county  in  every  method  for  improvement  in  the  in¬ 
telligence  and  efficiency  of  their  officers  and  teachers,  and  the  consequent 
marks  of  encouraging  improvement  in  all  our  Sunday  Schools. 

Resolved ,  That  we  deplore  the  existence  in  our  county  of  the  terrible  social 
and  moral  evil  of  intemperance  from  the  sale  and  use  of  strong  drink,  the 
most  powerful  enemy  with  which  the  church  and  Sunday  School  has  to 
contend. 

Resolved ,  That  duty  demands  that  we  place  ourselves  on  record  on  this  ini. 
portant  question,  by  pledging  ourselves  to  give  our  united  and  earnest  sup¬ 
port  to  eveiy  effoit  made  for  its  speedy  suppression  and  final  overthrow  in 
our  county  and  State. 

Peso'ved,  That  we  recommend  that  the  principles  of  total  abstinence  be 
advocated  and  taught  in  the  Sunday  Schools  throughout  the  county  at  every 
opportunity,  and  at  least  at  one  meeting  in  each  quarter. 

/resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  are  due,  and  are  hereby  ten¬ 
dered  to  the  officers  and  Executive  Committee  for  the  very  efficient  manner 
in  which  they  have  performed  their  work. 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  are  due  to  the  citizens  of  Mt 
Holly  Springs  for  their  generous  entertainment  of  the  Convention;  to  the 
pastor  and  trustees  of  the  M.  E  church  for  the  use  of  their  church  for  the 
sessions  of  the  Convention ;  to  the  C.  V  ,  S  M.  and  H  &  P  railroad  compa¬ 
nies  for  favors,  and  to  the  editors  of  our  county  papers  for  special  notices  of 
the  Convention 

Rcso'ved,  That  special  praise  is  due  the  friends  furnishing  us  with  music,  ami 
also  the  several  speakers  who  have  so  agreeably  entertained  and  instructed 
the  Convention. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Cumberland  Valley  Sunday  School  Assembly  has  the 
unanimous  endorsement  of  this  Convention,  and*  we  recommend  its  course  of 
instruction  and  lectures  to  all  our  Sunday  School  teachers  and  officers 

W.  D  Blackburn,') 

H.  R  Mosser.  VCoramittee 
J  H  Wolf,  j 
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The  Convention  elected  the  following  persons  delegates  to  the 
State  Convention,  to  be  held  in  Lancaster  October  12-14: 
Rev.  W.  C.  Robbins,  Mt.  Holly;  H.  R.  Mosser,  New  Ciimberland  ; 
Rev.  S.  W.  Rekart,  Mechanicsburg  ;  J.  McCord  Means,  Middlespring  ; 
Edwin  James,  Newville ;  Alf.  H.  Addams,  Carlisle. 
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On  motion  of  Ed  S.  Wagoner,  Clarence  J.  Reddig,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Convention,  was  elected  delegate  to  represent  the  Association 
at  the  Raikes’  Centenary,  London,  England,  June  28  to  July  4,  1880. 

The  Convention  then  sang  the  doxology,  and  Rev.  S.  W.  Reigart, 
of  Mechanicsburg,  pronounced  the  benediction. 

THURSDAY  EVENING. 

Convention  met  at  8  p.  m.,  and  after  an  anthem  by  the  choir, 
“Before  Jehovah’s  awful  throne,”  a  service  of  song  was  conducted 
for  a-half  hour,  with  great  spirit  and  impressive  devotion  by  Rev.  H. 
A.  Schlichter,  Mechanicsburg. 

At  8:30  p.  m.  Rev.  S  W.  Reigart,  of  Mechanicsburg,  was  intro¬ 
duced,  and  addressed  the  Convention  on  the  subject: 

FJjsp  ARP  pf  TRP  SITPAJ  UWU 

bearing  on  the  Raikes’  Centenary,  to  be  observed  in  London,  England  : 

It  is  remarkable  bow  many  excellent  tilings  were  invented,  discovered  or 
organized  about  a  hundred  years  aeo  For  the  past  few  years  we  have  been 
kept  busy  observing  centenaries  of  one  kind  or  another,  national,  ecclesias¬ 
tical.  scientific,  etc.,  and  now  somebody  has  discovered  that  it  is  just  one 
hundred  years  since  Robert  Raikes  started  his  Sunday  School  in  Gloucester, 
England,  and  we  are  all  invited  to  attend  a  monster  Sunday  School  centennial 
celebration,  to  be  held  in  London,  beginning  June  28th,  and  to  last  the  whole 
week  As  some  of  us  may  not  be  able  to  attend  this  London  demonstration, 
and  1  regret  to  say  that  I  belong  to  this  number,  it  has  been  thought  proper 
that  we  should  take  some  notice  of  it  at  home,  and  the  task  has  been  laid 
upon  me  of  presenting  some  facts  regarding  the  work  of  Robert  Raikes,  and 
its  bearing  upon  the  Sunday  School  cause. 

Robert  Raikes,  good  and  wise  man  as  he  was,  and  important  as  his  work 
was  in  its  bearing  on  the  cause,  was  not  the  originator  nor  inventor  of  the 
Sunday  School.  The  source  of  the  stream  lies  further  up  the  plain  of  history 
than  his  day.  The  church  of  God  has  ever  made  provision  for  the  religious 
Instruction  of  the  young,  and  the  Sabbath  was  doubtless  designed,  among 
other  things,  to  afford  opportunity  for  this  very  purpose.  Under  the  Jewish 
economy  the  religious  training  of  the  young  was  chiefly  carried  on  in  the 
family,  and  prominent  among  the  statutes  of  the  Theocracy  was  this  com¬ 
mandment,  “Thou  shalt  teach  my  words  to  thy  children,  and  shalt  talk  of 
them  when  thou  sittest  in  thine  house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way, 
and  when  thou  liest  down,  and  when  thou  risest  up.”  Our  blessed  Master 
certainly  had  in  mind  the  religious  training  of  the  young  when  he  gave  the 
command  to  Peter,  “Feed  my  lambs,”  and  so  the  Christian  church  has  always 
interpreted  it.  At  first  the  work  was  performed  by  the  pastor,  but  as  the 
churches  increased,  and  the  labors  of  the  ministry  multiplied,  the  new  office 
of  Catechist  was  created,  to  which  was  intrusted  the  instruction  of  the  children 
of  the  church  in  connection  with  the  training  of  converts  to  the  faith.  At 
the  end  of  the  second  century,  we  are  told,  every  large  congregation  had  its 
catechetical  school.  Of  course  as  formalism  increased  in  the  church  the  re¬ 
ligious  life  declined,  and  the  religious  training  of  the  young  was  neglected. 
But  wherever  the  fire  of  devotion  burned  on  God’s  altar,  attention  was  given 
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in  the  family  and  the  church  to  the  indoctrinat  ion  of  the  young  in  the  truths 
of  God’s  Word,  and  even  the  Dark  Ages  were  not  destitute  of  what  we  may 
call  Sunday  Schools.  The  Waldenses  and  Albigenses  at  least,  in  their 
mountain  homes,  did  not  forget  the  religious  wants  of  the  young 

The  Reformation,  introducing  a  new  life,  created  a  new  interest  in  the 
religious  education  of  children.  The  Reformers  had  their  Sunday  Schools 
for  the  teaching  of  the  Bible  and  its  truths,  and  Luther  made  special  provision 
for  the  spiritual  instruction  of  the  children  by  the  formation  of  his  famous 
catechism  which  he  gave  to  the  world  soon  after  the  Reformation  Knox 
planted  Sunday  Schools  in  the  soil  of  his  own  Scotland  in  1560.  In  fact,  where 
ever  the  reformed  religion  spread,  it  carried  with  it  an  open  Bible,  and  the 
instruction  in  its  truths,  which  constitutes  the  cardinal  principle  of  the 
modern  Sunday  School. 

Even  the  church  of  Rome  had  its  Sunday  Schools.  We  should  honor  men 
of  piety  and  zeal,  to  whatever  communion  they  belong,  and  to  Cardinal 
Borromeo,  Archbishop  of  Milan,  belongs  the  creditmf  establishing  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  Sunday  Schools  of  which  history  informs  us— this  earnest 
ecclesiastic  endeavored  to  reform  the  abuses  which  had  crept  into  thecliureh 
He  swept  all  unsuitable  ornaments  from  the  cathedral,  compelled  the  clergy 
to  live  in  a  manner  becoming  their  sacred  vocation  and  gathered  the.  poor 
children  every  Sunday  into  the  cathedral  for  instruction  in  the  art  of  reading 
and  in  the  dogmas  of  the  Roman  church  This  was  about  1570,  and  for  inoie 
than  300  years  this  Sunday  School  has  been  kept  up,  and  the  children  of 
Milan  have  been  instructed  by  the  priests  in  the  rudiments  of  a  secular  and 
religious  education . 

Another  famous  name  in  connection  with  the  Sunday  School  cause  is  J.  T. 
Oberlin,  of  whom  Kurtz  says  that  “he  is  scarcely  sufficiently  honored  in  being 
called  'a  Protestant  saint,”  and  who  introduced  Sunday  Schools  into  his 
mountainous  districts  of  Ban  de  la  Roche  in  1770. 

Even  in  our  own  country  there  were  Sunday  Schools.  before  the  time  of 
Raikes.  The  Pilgrim  Fathers  started  one  at  Roxbury,  Mass.,  in  1674;  and  in 
1749  a  Sunday  School  was  organized  by  Ludwig  Thatcher  at  Ephrata,  Pa., 
which  was  maintained  for  20  years. 

The  idea  of  the  Sunday  School  was  not  new  with  Raikes,  nor  were  even  his 
methods  original  Five  years  before  the  opening  of  the  Raikes  school  in 
Gloucester,  a  poor  bobbin-winder  named  James  Hey,  anticipated  the  plan  of 
the  Gloucester  philanthropist  Raving  opened  a  room  at  a  place  called 
Little  Lever,  England,  he  stood  in  the  street,  using  an  old  brass  mortar  and 
pestle  as  a  substitute  for  a  bell,  with  which  to  summon  the  children  Twice 
every  Sunday  he  received  all  who  came,  and  taught  them  to  read  So  effective 
was  his  little  school  that  a  paper  manufacturer,  named  Adam  Compton,  was 
moved  to  send  him  a  supply  of  books;  and  three  branch  schools  were  organ¬ 
ized,  to  support  which  subscriptions  were  made,  and  teachers  hired  at  one 
shilling  a  Sabbath  for  their  services. 

At  a  still  earlier  period  Miss  Hannah  Bell,  a  Wesleyan  lady  living  at  High 
Wycombe,  opened  a  school  for  children  on  Sundays  and  Mondays  In  a  letter 
to  Mr  Wesley,  she  wrote  thus  :  “The  children  meet  twice  a  week,  every  Sun* 
day  and  Monday.  They  are  a  wild  little  company,  but  seem  willing  to  be 
instructed.  1  labor  among  them  earnestly,  desiring  to  promote  the  interest  of 
the  church  of  Christ.” 

But  why  do  I  mention  these  instanoos  ?  Not  to  detract  from  the  honor  due 
to  Raikes,  but  to  put  his  work  in  its  proper  relation  to  the  history  of  the 
Sunday  School  He  did  not  found  the  Sunday  School,  but  be  gave  it  a  place 
and  an  Importance  which  it  did  not  previously  possess.  He  established  it 
upon  a  pm  basis.  To  use  a  slang  expression,  he  made  it  a  “success.”  His 
school  may  be  regarded  as  the  germ  of  the  Sunday  School  system  as  it  exists 
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at  the  present  day  In  the  language  of  another,  “Of  a  million  seeds  with 
gossamer  wings  that  drift  away  from  a  cottonwood  tree,  sailing  on  the  wind 
or  floating  on  the  water,  only  one  lodges  by  chance  in  some  favorite  nook, 
and  grows  a  tree  after  its  kind,  and  of  all  the  Sunday  Schools  founded  in 
modern  or  remote  times,  the  one  started  by  the  Gloucester  newspaper  man 
was  the  only  one  that,  lighting  on  a  favorable  time,  multipled  and  grew  into  a 
great  institution.  The  others  (if  we  except  Borromeo’s  at  Milan)  saw  no  cen¬ 
tennial,  and  had  no  posterity.” 

And  who  was  Robert  Raikes  ?  Robert  Raikes  was  born  a.  d.  1736  He 
was  a  man  of  considerable  culture,  and  of  independent  means;  moved  in  good 
society,  and  was  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Gloucester  Journal .  Better  than 
all,  he  was  a  philanthropist  and  a  Christian.  Incited,  perhaps,  by  the  example 
of  John  Howard,  he  had  been  working  for  nearly  twenty  years  among  the  in* 
mates  of  the  county  jail  ar>d  work-house,  attempting  their  material  and 
moral  improvement,  so  that  he  had  gained  for  himself  the  title  of  the 
“Teacher  of  the  Poor.”  The  thought  of  establishing  Sunday  Schools  was  first 
suggested  to  him  by  the  degraded  condition  of  the  boys  and  girls  employed 
in  the  pin  factories  of  Gloucester.  Speaking  to  a  friend  walking  with  him 
some  years  afterwards  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  he  said,  “This  is  the  spot 
on  which  I  stood  when  1  saw  the  destitution  of  the  children,  and  the  desecra¬ 
tion  of  the  Sabbath  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  and  I  asked,  ‘Can  any¬ 
thing  be  done  ?’  and  a  voice  answered,  ‘Try.’  ”  He  suggested  his  plan  to  Rev. 
Mr.  Stock,  a  minister  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  they  canvassed  the 
parish  and  procured  the  names  of  ninety  scholars  for  the  school.  “All  that  I 
require,”  said  Raikes  to  the  parents,  “are  clean  hands,  clean  faces  and  theiv 
hair  combed.”  To  many  who  were  barefooted,  after  they  had  shown  some 
regularity  of  attendance,  he  gave  shoes,  and  others  he  clothed.  In  the  first 
school  opened  there  were  tour  female  teachers,  hired  at  the  rate  of  a  shilling 
a  day,  and  both  Mr.  Raikes  and  Mr.  Stock  were  superintendents.  The  school 
opened  at  10  a.  m  and  continued  until  12.  The  children  returned  at  1  p.  m  , 
and  were  taken  to  church  After  public  service  the  school  was  opened  again, 
and  continued  in  session  until  5%  o’clock  What  think  ye  of  that,  ye  who 
imagine  that  after  a  session  of  an  hour  and  a  quarter  the  children  are  too 
weary  to  attend  the  services  of  the  sanctuary?  Including  attendance  upon 
church,  the  sessions  of  Raikes’  school  lasted  6%  hours.  Are  we  advancing  or 
retrograding  when  we  have  reduced  the  time  of  our  school  to  1%  hours,  and 
then  cannot  secure  the  attendance  of  one-half  of  the  scholars  upon  the 
services  of  God’s  house? 

Raikes  called  his  work  “botanizing  human  nature  ”  and  took  a  deep  inter¬ 
est  in  his  rational  plants.  The  law  of  kindness  was  usually  on  his  lips,  and 
his  practical  philanthropy  is  shown  in  the  manner  in  which  he  dealt  with  a 
stubborn,  refractory  girl,  a  pupil  of  his  school  whom  he  visited  at  her  own 
home  The  mother  acknowledged  that  she  could  do  nothing  with  her,  that 
all  reproofs  and  corrections  were  but  lost  upon  her.  “May  I  talk  to  her?” 
asked  the  philanthropist.  The  poor  woman  said  he  might.  Raikes  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  plead  with  the  ugly  girl,  and  endeavored  to  persuade  her  to  ask 
her  mother’s  pardon  for  the  ill  manner  in  which  she  had  treated  her  The 
girl  was  unmoved  by  his  appeal.  After  waiting  a  while,  the  good  man  said, 
“Well,  if  you  have  no  regard  for  yourself,  I  have  much  regard  for  you.  You 
will  be  ruined  if  you  do  not  begin  to  be  good,  and  if  you  will  not  humble 
yourself,  I  must  humble  myself  and  make  a  beginning  for  you.”  And  then 
that  simple-minded,  noble-hearted  man  knelt  down,  and  pleaded  with  such 
solemnity  and  fervor  with  the  mother  to  forgive  her  erring  child,  that  the 
stubborn  creature’s  pride  was  overcome.  She  fell  upon  her  knees  by  his  side, 
begged  forgiveness  for  her  fault,  and  from  that  time  she  was  a  changed  girl. 
This  simple  anecdote  illustrates  the  divine  spirit  in  the  method  of  the  man, 
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and  the  more  closely  we  come  into  a  personal  knowledge  of  his  character  the 
more  admirable  and  lovable  it  seems.  Thus  literally  true  and  beautiful  are 
James  Montgomery’s  words  to  him  : 

“Like  a  lone  husbandman  forlorn, 

The  man  of  Glouster  went 
Bearing  his  seeds  of  precious  corn, 

And  God  the  blessing  sent. 

•‘Now,  watered  long  by  faith  and  prayer, 

From  year  to  year  it  grows, 

Till  heath  and  hill  and  desert  bare 
Do  blossom  as  the  rose.” 

The  question  is  sometimes  asked,  whether  the  schools  started  by  ltaike9 
were  secular  or  religious  We  think  they  were  both,  though  the  main  object 
was  doubtless  the  moral  improvement  of  the  children.  They  were  taught  to 
read,  that  they  might  read  the  Scriptures  and  the  catechism,  and  were 
regularly  taken  to  church  The  session  after  service  was  employed  in  recit¬ 
ing  the  catechism.  In  a  letter  to  Col.  Townley,  Mr.  Raikes  speaks  of  the  great 
moral  revolution  wrought  in  the  suburbs  among  the  children,  and  says  that 
many  had  learned  to  read  their  catechisms,  and  that  the  little  “ragamuffins” 
(as  he  calls  them)  had  taken  it  into  their  heads  to  frequent  the  morning 
prayers. 

The  children  carry  home  moral  lessons  to  their  parents  One  man  said  to 
him,  “The  good  instruction  you  give  my  boy  he  brings  home  to  me,  and  it  is 
that  which  induced  me  to  abandon  the  ale-house  and  reform  my  life  ”  These 
testimonies  are  enough  to  show  that  the  aim  of  Raikes’  school  was  a  religious 
one. 

The  lever  that  lifted  the  work  into  notoriety  and  placed  it  on  a  permanent 
basis,  was  the  press  It  was  a  fortunate  thing  for  the  cause  that  Robert 
Raikes  was  proprietor  and  editor  of  an  influential  journal.  And  yet  he  was 
modest  in  giving  publicity  to  the  movement  Only  after  the  schools  had 
been  in  operation  three  years  did  he  use  the  columns  of  his  paper  to  call  at¬ 
tention  to  the  usefulness  and  desirability  of  the  work  In  1783  or  ’84  he  very 
modestly  commends  the  system  to  general  adoption  The  bishops  of  Glou¬ 
cester,  Salsbury  and  Chester  strongly  recommended  the  plan  to  their  clergy, 
Christian  statesmen  endorsed  it,  the  Queen  showed  an  interest  in  it,  invited 
Raikes  to  visit  her,  established  a  Sunday  School  at  Windsor,  and  with  such 
favor  was  the  movement  everywhere  received  that  in  less  than  ten  years 
from  the  starting  of  the  first  school  in  Gloucester  the  number  of  children 
gathered  in  Sunday  Schools  throughout  Great  Britain  numbered  300,00.) 

The  first  advance  made  in  the  movement  of  Raikes  was  the  employment  of 
volunteer  instructors  instead  of  hired  ones  It  is  not  certainly  known  by 
whom  the  change  was  made  The  story  is,  however,  that  while  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  Stockport  school,  the  largest  in  the  world,  was  lamenting  the 
exhaustion  of  the  funds  for  carrying  on  the  schools  another  said,  “Let’s  do  it 
ourselves,”  and  to  work  they  went  to  teach  without  pay,  and  by  1800,  hired 
teachers  had  almost  disappeared,  and  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  cause 
The  desire  to  do  good  and  to  glorify  God  is  a  nobler  motive  than  the  hope  of 
pecuniary  reward,  and  has  exalted  and  ennobled  the  Sunday  School,  and 
rendered  it  a  far  more  efficient  agency  in  the  spiiitual  training  of  the  young 

If  Robert  Raikes  could  arise  from  his  grave  and  see  the  magnitude  the 
work  has  now  assumed— if  he  could  behold  the  magnificent  proportions  the 
tree  planted  by  him  one  hundred  years  ago  has  attained— if  he  could  behold 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  children,  youth  and  adults  assembled  through¬ 
out  the  Christian  world  on  each  Lord’s  Day  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  same 
passage  of  Scripture — if  he  could  see  our  modern  appliances,  our  libraries,  our 
maps,  our  black-board  illustrations,  our  International  series  of  lessons,  our 
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lesson  helps,  our  District,  and  County,  and  State,  and  National  and  Interna¬ 
tional  Conventions — if  he  could  know  how  thoroughly  the  work  is  now  or¬ 
ganized,  and  to  what  extent  “botanizing  the  young”  has  been  carried,  would 
he  not  have  cause  to  marvel  and  to  exclaim,  “What  has  God  wrought!”  But, 
my  brethren,  let  us  remember  one  thing:  While  we  may  have  greatly  im¬ 
proved  in  our  methods  of  work  during  the  last  hundred  years,  and  introduced 
into  it  many  features  of  which  Raikes  had  no  conception,  we  cannot  improve 
on  his  spirit.  Let  us  realize  that  what  w©  now  want  is  not  more  and  better 
machinery,  but  a  revival  of  the  Raikes  spirit— that  personal  love  for  children 
which  brought  him  into  active  sympathy  with  them,  and  brought  them  so 
completely  under  his  influence — that  interest  in  them  which  continued 
to  the  close  of  his  useful  life  (at  the  age  of  76  years),  and  led  him  to  leave  in¬ 
structions  in  his  will  that  his  Sunday  School  should  be  invited  to  follow  him 
to  his  grave,  and  that  each  one  of  them,  after  the  funeral,  should  receive  a 
shilling  and  a  plain  cake.  Dear  fellow  teachers,  do  not  think  that  when  you 
have  gone  over  the  lesson  with  your  class  of  a  Sunday  morning  or  afternoon, 
that  your  work  is  done.  You  do  not  know  how  great  the  influence  you  may 
gain  over  your  scholars  by  entering  into  their  sympathies,  visiting  them  at 
their  own  homes,  talking  to  them  kindly  and  earnestly  about  their  spiritual 
interests  and  encouraging  them  in  their  efforts  to  do  right.  You  are  engaged 
in  a  great  work— a  work  that  bears  with  it  the  warrant  and  approval  of  the 
Master  Tou  have  opportunities  and  facilities  for  the  carrying  on  of  this 
work  grander  than  have  been  enjoyed  by  any  former  generation.  Our  meth¬ 
ods  of  organization,  our  appliances,  our  system  of  lessons,  etc.  are  well  nigh 
perfect.  What  do  we  need  to  do  more  efficient  service  in  this  blessed  depart¬ 
ment  of  Christian  labor  ?  Let  me  repeat,  a  practical  philanthropy  like  that  of 
Robert  Raikes;  a  spirit  of  charity  such  as  he  exemplified.  In  a  word,  we  need 
a  disposition  like  that  of  the  Great  Teacher  and  Friend  of  all,  who,  when  He 
was  on  earth,  “went  about  doing  good.” 

Music  by  the  choir. — “Pressing  on.” 

tw  wpjvw-jts  pw  aw 

was  discussed  by  Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  Carlisle : 

The  topic  assigned  me  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  this*  Convention, 
viz:  “The  Library — Its  Use  and  Abuse,”  is  certainly  one  of  vital  interest  to  the 
Christian  training  of  our  youth.  It  meets  us  in  the  great  work  of  Sunday 
School  teaching,  in  whose  interests  we  are  concerned  The  kind  of  reading 
that  should  constitute  our  Sunday  School  libraries,  best  suited  to  subserving 
the  true  and  highest  well-being  of  our  children  has,  and  certainly  ought  to 
engage  our  most  thoughtful,  Christian  solicitude.  In  most  Sunday  Schools 
the  library  is  the  main  object  of  interest,  if  not  the  largest  source  of  informa¬ 
tion.  IIow  important  then  that  its  volumes  should  be  of  a  character  to  meet 
the  true  spiritual  wants  of  those  whom  we  in  the  Sunday  School  work  pro¬ 
pose  to  train  for  a  blessed  immortality. 

The  Sunday  School  should  be  peiwaded,  in  all  its  services  and  means  of  in 
struction,  by  the  same  spirit  and  purpose  that  pervade  the  stated  and 
divinely  appointed  services  of  the  sanctuary.  No  volume  should  ever  find 
its  way  into  our  Sunday  Schools  that  does  not,  in  some  legitimate  way, 
unfold  and  enforce  the  blessed  teachings  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  or  that 
would  excite  in  the  mind  of  the  child  a  preference  for  its  perusal,  to  the 
stated  worship  of  God’s  house.  But  is  it  not  an  experience  only  too  well  at¬ 
tested,  that  scores  of  youth  will  turn  away  from  the  sanctuary,  and  in  some, 
sought  seclusion,  in  a  lounging  attitude,  pore  over  the  pages  of  some  story 
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that  appeals  to  the  imagination  and  the  natural  sensibilities,  rather  than  to 
the  conscience  and  the  heart,  or  to  the  sacred  and  uncompromising  claims  of 
the  Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God?  To  such,  Christian  teaching  is  distasteful — 
teaching  that  would  humble  the  soul  before  God— teaching  that  would  de¬ 
velop  a  spirit  of  true  self-sacriflclng  zeal  for  Christ,  and  inspire  a  paramount 
love  for  and  interest  in  the  heaven  ordained  worship  of  Jehovah,  iinds  but 
little  favor. 

That  a  considerable  portion  of  our  Sunday  School  literature  is  in  accord 
with  the  spirit  of  divine  revelation,  and  calculated  to  enforce  the  claims  of  a 
truly  earnest  and  Christian  life,  will  avail  but  little  so  long  as  our  children 
are  confronted  with  a  class  of  reading  better  suited  to  the  perverted  tastes 
of  a  depraved  nature  or  to  excite  the  emotions,  rather  than  enlighten  the 
conscience,  and  a  true,  confiding  trust  in  God— in  a  full  surrender  to  tiis 
service. 

How  many  of  our  Sunday  School  scholars  will  read  “Pike’s  persuasions  to 
early  piety,”  “Doddridge’s  rise  and  progress  of  religion  in  the  soul,”  or  even 
“Gallandet’s  Scripture  biography,”  “Opposite  the  jail”  or  “Only  a  pauper,” 
with  all  their  sentimentality,  have  lost  their  relish  for  the  more  highly 
colored  and  exciting  tales  of  adventure  and  fortunes  reversed.  The  latest 
story  is  sought  after  with  an  avidity  that  the  most  earnest  and  gifted  minister 
of  God  fails  to  secure.  What  is  the  message  from  God’s  ambassador,  though 
uttered  with  a  fervor  divine,  to  the  melting ,  feeling,  exciting  recital  of  victories 
lost  and  won  in  life’s  wild  race,  though  perhaps  coated  with  a  moral(?)  pointing 
clause,  not  to  heaven,  but  to  earth— to  human  sagacity  rather  than  to  that 
wisdom  which  is  from  above  ! 

How  to  meet  the  best  needs  oi  our  Sunday  School  scholars,  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  ages  and  capacities,  through  the  library,  is  a  problem  of  no  easy  solution, 
especially  with  a  literature  flooding  society,  attractive  and  fascinating  indeed, 
but  lacking  most  sadly  in  the  elements  of  moral  dignity  and  purity  so  essen¬ 
tial  to  the  right  Christian  training  of  our  youth.  To  the  young  mind,  books 
must  possess  a  style  both  attractive  and  easy  of  comprehension,  but  at  the 
same  time  truly  evangelical  in  sentiment  and  aim. 

The  church,  in  its  universal  character,  with  its  divinely  appointed  sacra 
ments,  ministry  and  order,  should  be  recognized  in  every  volume  of  our 
Sunday  School  literature  in  some  phase  or  other,  as  absolutely  essential  to  a 
right  Christian  activity — as  the  only  true  home  for  lost  men— the  fold  for 
Christ’s  flock,*  where  alone  are  the  “green  pastures”  and  the  “still  waters”  of 
eternal  life.  Any  reading,  therefore,  that  does  not  tend  to  awaken  in  the 
heart  of  the  child  the  feeling,  “O  how'  1  love  thy  house,  and  the  place  wherein 
thine  honor  dwelleth,”  is  unworthy  of  place  in  a  department  of  Christian 
nurture  confessedly  most  vital  to  the  church  and  kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Hence,  in  our  songs  of  praise,  in  our  prayers  and  Scripture  lessons  and  teach 
ings,  there  should  be  this  one  and  all-absorbing  aim :  The  true  Christian  training 
of  our  youth,  and  their  saving  interest  in  the  Gospel  of  Christ  In  this  pur¬ 
pose— and  the  only  one  worthy  of  serious  thought— we  will  fail  in  the  degree 
that  the  minds  of  our  youth  are  diverted  from  the  divinely  ordained  worship 
of  the  church  of  God  by  a  literature  foreign  to  the  true  life  and  sanctions  of 
divine  revelation  This  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  highest  forms  of 
human  culture,  and  the  purest  virtues  inculcated,  apart  from  revealed 
religion,  have  utterly  failed  in  the  true  moral  elevation  of  man. 
Whatever  of  positive  good  is  found  in  the  best  state  of  pagan  society,  must 
be  mainly,  if  not  entirely  attributed  to  the  general  dispensation  of  the 
divine  spirit  “given  to  every  man  to  profit  withal.”  In  this  providential 
way  the  Gentile  mind  was  prepared  to  accept  the  Gospel,  which  alone  was 
“God’s  power  unto  salvation,”  enforced  with  the  solemn  sanction,  “If  any 
man  preach  any  other  Gospel,  let  him  be  accursed.” 
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Now  the  Sunday  School,  in  its  true  and  proper  object,  must  hold  a  vital  re¬ 
lation  to  the  church  of  God— to  its  divinely  appointed  ministry  and  sacra¬ 
ments.  Hence  it  is  very  properly  denominated  the  >■ urs“ry  of  the  church, 
where  our  children  are  to  be  trained  for  a  public  Christian  profession  of  faith, 
and  reception  into  the  full  communion  of  the  church.  Anything  short  of 
this  will  fail  to  reach  the  end  of  all  right,  moral  and  religious  teaching,  and 
this  end  can  be  reached  only  by  sound  Bible  instruction— through  the  help  of 
divine  grace,  whether  printed  or  oral.  If  it  be  important  for  the  Christian 
pastor  and  his  co-laborers  in  the  right  Christian  training  of  the  children  of 
the  church  to  expound  and  enforce  the  holy  oracles  of  God,  it  is  no  less  im¬ 
portant  that  every  volume  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  children  should  teach 
and  enforce  the  same  truths.  But  what  comes  of  our  Gospel  lessons  and 
the  most  evangelical  and  earnest  utterances  of  the  Christian  pastor,  or  the 
most  faithful  efforts  of  the  Sunday  School  teacher,  when  followed  by  such 
visionary  trash  as  “Almost  a  Nun,”  the  “Wide,  Wide  World, ’’  and  many  other 
like  meaningless  productions? 

The  character  of  the  Sunday  School  literature  to  which  I  here  refer  is  be¬ 
ginning  to  be  sincerely  depricated  by  those  who  make  real  earnest  in  the 
right  religious  culture  of  the  young  Some  Christian  parents,  at  least,  first 
examine  the  books  thus  placed  into  the  hands  of  their  children  before  per¬ 
mitting  their  perusal  That  such  vigilance  should  be  necessary,  is  a  sad  re¬ 
flection  upon  the  good  judgment  and  Christian  fidelity  of  those  in  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  work,  through  whose  agency  the  moral  and  religious  weal  of  our 
youth  i?  thus  imperiled  Such  reading  will  account,  in  great  measure,  for 
the  lack  of  that  serious  and  thoughtful  attention  that  should  characterize  all 
professedly  Christian  services.  We  have  witnessed  in  some  Sunday  Schools 
at  times  a  buzz  of  disorder  at  utter  variance  with  Christian  worship;  and  the 
conduct  of  boys  especially,  after  dismission,  is  in  some  instances  positively 
disgraceful  particularly  in  our  larger  towns  and  cities.  These  and  other 
evils  can  be  corrected  only  by  maintaining  that  solemnity  and  sense  of  re- 
spons  bility,  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  teachers,  which  the  eternal  well¬ 
being  of  our  children  demands,  and  by  furnishing  them  with  a  literature  cal¬ 
culated  to  enlighten  the  conscience  and  sanctify  the  heart.  The  Sunday 
School  must  be  regarded  as  emphatically  a  hristian  institution,  aiming  at 
nothing  less  than  an  experimental  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ;  in  an  actual 
and  living  fellowship  with  His  church,  and  a  faithful  observation  of  her 
heaven  appointed  ordinances .  To  attain  this,  our  lives  must  be  holy  and 
our  teachings  truly  Christian  in  every  department  of  this  great  and  responsi¬ 
ble  work.  As  pastors,  superintendents  and  teachers,  let  us  have  a  watchful 
eye  over  any  influence  tending  to  mar  our  efforts,  or  divert  the  minds  of  our 
youth  from  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  A  well-selected  and  truly  Christian 
library  will  greatly  aid  us  in  the  fostering  of  a  genuine  and  intelligent  piety, 
and  we  should  use  our  most  earnest  endeavors  to  tolerate  none  other  in  this 
holy  and  responsible  work 

“  GOOD-BYE/’ 

The  programme  as  arranged  by  the  Executive  Committee  had 
been  fully  carried  out,  and  the  last  good-bye  was  now  to  be  said. 

Tne  President  pro  tem.  called  for  a  few  parting  words,  and  the 
delegates  promptly  responded. 

W.  W.  Wambaugh,  N ^w  Kingston  : 

Tln*ee  years  ago  the  County  Organization  was  divided  into  Districts,  but  we 
from  the  Middle  District  should  be  styled  the  father  of  the  Institution. 
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That  the  children  often  outgrow  the  fathers  is  represented  in  the  growth 
of  this  Association  from  that  of  the  Middle  District  organization  He  re¬ 
gretted  that  two  of  their  best  townships  had  been  taken  from  them  and 
placed  in  Newville  District 

Singing  by  the  choir — “We  are  going  home.” 

Rev.  H.  A.  Schlichter,  Mechanicsburg : 

We  do  not  want  to  say  good-bye.  We  have  had  a  very  delightful  time. 
Every  one  has  enjoyed  being  here,  and  we  will  not  soon  forget  the  people  of 
Mt.  Holly. 

This  Convention  will  ever  be  remembered  in  that  we  have  received  new 
life  and  encouragement,  and  will  go  home  and  try  to  do  more  for  the  Sunday 
School.  From  a  little  boy  I  have  always  been  in  the  Sunday  School,  and  now 
I  love  it  the  more 

As  the  Convention  nears  its  close  I  am  always  impressed  with  this  thought, 
that  at  the  next  Convention  you  and  I  may  not  live  to  be  there.  Labor  on 
then,  brethren,  in  this  glorious  work,  and  when  we  leave  our  work  for  another 
sphere  may  we  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  rest  which  awaits  the  faithful,  and 
especially  faithful  in  the  Sunday  School 

Ail  that  1  am  to-day  I  owe  to  the  influence  of  a  good  mother  and  the  Sun¬ 
day  School. 

Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer,  Carlisle  : 

Sunday  Schoolteachers  often  feel  greatly  discouraged  in  the  work,  but  rest 
assured  that  when  you  are  faithful  you  will  see  at  least  some  of  the  work 
prosper  in  your  hands.  He  recalled  an  instance  of  a  young  lady  who,  by 
earnest  devotion  to  her  work,  thus  spoke  of  it:  ‘All  the  scholars  in  my 
class  have  been  led  into  a  full  communion  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  But 
she  was  devoted  to  her  work.  Is  it  not  true  that  there  are  many  who,  when 
their  fathers  and  mothers  are  Christians,  become  the  standard  bearer  of  the 
church,  following  the  instructions  of  their  youth,  and  by  earnest  prayer  be¬ 
coming  more  devoted  day  after  day  and  year  after  year 

Rev.  J.  R.  McCadister,  Shippensburg : 

I  believe  in  the  efficacy  of  prayer  The  effectual,  fervent  prayer  of  the 
righteous  teacher  will  receive  its  reward  Go  then,  and  do  likewise,  and  you 
have  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  his  blessing  will  rest  upon  you  If  we 
believe  the  promises  we  shall  enjoy  them 

W.  D.  Blackburn,  Mechanicsburg: 

Within  the  shadows  of  these  mighty  hills,  surrounded  by  the  grandeur  of 
scenery,  seeing  clear,  sparkling  water,  drippling  from  the  rocks  of  eternal 
years,  nestled  beneath  the  shadows  of  these  mountains,  beneath  the  everlast 
ing  hills,  the  Alps  of  America,  surrounded  by  such  soul-inspiring  objects,  we 
should  permit  our  hearts  to  go  out  to  the  giver  of  all  good,  that  we  have  been 
permitted  to  make  a  short  stay  among  these  good  people.  It  has  often  been 
my  privilege  to  stand  here  in  the  good  work,  and  may  we  derive  courage  and 
strength,  and  renew  our  hands  in  the  cause  of  the  Master 

J.  McCord  Means,  Middlespring  : 

In  any  great  enterprise  the  summing  up  is  the  great  result,  and  as  I  stand 
here  to-night  I  cannot  help  but  look  back  upon  the  past,  and  what  do  1  be¬ 
hold  but  great  responsibility — great  accountabi  lity— of  how  we  have  improved  these 
gracious  moments  Thoroughly  interested  in  the  lesson  myself,  I  study  the 
lesson  for  the  comming  Sabbath  one  week  ahead,  and  study  it  through  the 
week;  and  then,  being  interested,  1  realize  the  responsibility  of  the  cause. 
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Rev  A.  R.  Miller,  New  Cumberland  : 

The  work  in  which  we  are  engaged  is  one  of  more  than  ordinary  solemnity, 
and  may  we  go  down  from  this  place  and  renew  our  energies,  and  leave  noth¬ 
ing  undone  that  will  leave  our  skirts  clear  of  the  blood  of  souls. 

Rev.  W.  C.  Robbins,  Mt.  Holly  : 

As  you  have  heard  in  the  address  of  welcome,  we  had  for  weeks  and  months 
looked  forward  to  this  Convention,  and  had  set  our  marks  high  as  regards 
our  expectation,  and  we  have  not  been  disappointed 

The  lectures  and  addresses  have  been  intellectual  and  spiritual  treats,  and 
I  know  I  express  the  sincere  wish  of  the  people  of  Mt.  Holly  when  I  say  that 
we  are  sorry  that  the  hour  of  parting  lias  come;  that  we  must  take  you  by 
the  hand  and  say  good-bye. 

I  have  been  pleased  with  the  perfect  union  of  these  meetings  Everything  has 
pertained  to  perfect  freedom.  Union  Con  ventionsare  taking  placeall  the  time, 
and  this  indicates  that  the  mighty  army  of  workers  are  being  drawn  closer 
together  for  the  same  grand  purpose. 

Looking  over  the  history  of  the  secular  times,  I  observe  that  these  are 
God’s  opportunities,  if  we  but  discern  the  signs  of  the  times.  “By  these 
things  ye  shall  know  that  ye  are  my  brethren,  in  as  much  as  ye  love  one 
another,”  and  as  we  go  hand  in  hand  in  Chiistian  fellowship  we  fulfill  our 
obligations 

These  unions  are  pleasant,  but  there  will  be  a  grand  re-union  when  all  the 
voices  we  love  will  be  united  in  one  grand  voice  of  heaven,  where  none  shall 
say,  I  am  of  such  a  church,  or  I  am  of  Paul,  or  1  of  'Cephas;  but  we  shall  all 
unite  in  the  song,  and  sing,  “Crown  Him  Lord  of  all.” 

We  have  been  benefitted  at  this  Convention,  and  may  God  bless  every  Sun¬ 
day  School  superintendent  in  the  county  !  God  bless  every  Sunday  School 
teacher  in  the  county !  God  bless  Sunday  School  scholars  in  the  county  ! 
And  may  the  shadow  of  the  cross  of  Jesus  Christ  fall  on  the  whole  multitude. 

M.  M.  Foose,  acting  President  of  the  Convention: 

1  return  sincere  thanks  to  the  Convention  for  the  honor  of  asking  me  to 
preside  over  the  deliberations  of  this  Convention,  and  1  thank  the  people  of 
Mt.  Holly  for  their  attendance  and  good  attention.  We  have  been  treated 
very  kindly,  and  shall  ever  remember  with  pleasure  our  meeting  here,  and 
when  we  part  to  meet  no  more  in  Convention,  may  it  be  our  most  happy 
privilege  to  meet  all  around  the  great  white  throne,  where  parting  shall  be 
no  more 

After  singing  the  doxology,  and  the  pronouncing  of  the  benediction 
by  Rev.  A.  H  Kiemer,  D.  D  ,  of  Carlisle,  the  long-to-be  remembered 
Eghth  Annual  Convention  of  many  eminent  Sunday  School 
workers  was  brought  to  a  close,  to  meet  again,  God  willing,  at 
Newville,  in  1881.  at  the  call  of  the  Executive  Committee. 


VII.  CONVENTION  NOTES. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  one  delegates  in  attendance. 

Gospel  Hymns  Nos.  1,  2  and  3  were  used  during  the  sessions  of 
the  Convention 
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Notwithstanding  the  oppressive  heat,  every  session  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  was  fully  attended;  the  evening  meetings  being  crowded  to  over¬ 
flowing. 


There  was  a  very  handsomely  executed  design,  8x7  feet  in  size, 
suspended  in  the  rear  of  the  pulpit,  intended  to  illustrate  the  work  of 
the  Sunday  School  and  of  the  church.  The  school  doing  the  sowing 
and  the  church  the  reaping.  The  design  consisted  of  a  “sheaf”  in 
the  upper  left-hand  corner,  and  a  “crown”  in  the  right.  The  work 
of  the  school  and  church  was  arranged  in  the  following  manner: 


S  ow. 

C  ultivate. 
H  ope. 

0  rder. 

0  bey 
L  abor. 


C  o  operate. 
H  elp. 

U  nite 
R  etain 
C  he.ish. 

H  onor. 


“Feed  my  Lambs”  was  the  motto  over  head,  and  “Sowing  and 
Reaping”  underneath,  with  an  open  Bible  and  a  dove  in  the  centre. 
It  was  very  much  admired — bright  colors  and  neat  letters. 


The  following  named  persons  composed  the  Local  Committee,  to 
whose  earnest,  self-denying  and  well  directed  labors  much  of  the 
success  of  the  Convention  was  due  :  W.  H.  Peffer,  chairman  ;  Miss 
Annie  Guie,  Mrs  Lucy  Weigle  John  W.  Buttorff,  Daniel  VVeigle, 
Mrs  Kefauver,  Chas.  Burkholder,  Mrs  Burkholder,  Miss  Sallie  Gibb, 
Eli  Crutchfield. 

The  members  of  the  choir  who  so  faithfully  furnished  the  music 
of  the  Convention  were  :  Eli  Crutchfield,  leader;  Miss  Lizzie  Weigle, 
organist.  Soprano — Miss  Annie  Guie,  Miss  Annie  Keenportz,  Miss 
Susan  Crutchfield,  Mrs  Lucy  Weigle,  Miss  Nellie  Crutchfield,  Miss 
Viola  Herr,  Miss  Minnie  Nickle  Miss  Sadie  Kefauver,  Miss  Annie 
Buttorf.  Alto — Miss  Mary  Buttorf,  Miss  Ada  Fisher,  fenor — Mc¬ 
Ginnis  Cohill,  Jacob  Weigle  Bass  -John  W.  Buttorf,  James  Stees 
John  Keenportz,  Edwin  Crutchfield  George  Hessler.  Daniel  Weigle 

The  local  committee,  the  choir,  the  officers  of  the  church  and  the 
citizens  of  Mt.  Holly  Springs  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for  their 
presence  and  attention,  and  great  interest  manifested  in  all  the  pro 
ceedings.  The  hospitality  of  the  people  was  unbounded,  and.  they 
seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  their  general  and  hearty  welcome 
of  the  delegates  and  friends  in  attendance,  who  will  ev.r  cherish 
fond  recollections  of  their  visit. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Woodward,  of  Pine  Grove,  superintendent  S.  M.  R  R., 
deserves  special  thanks  for  his  kindness  in  placing  extra  trains  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Convention,  thus  aiding  to  increase  the  attendance 
and  interest. 
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VIII.  DISTRICT  CONVENTIONS. 

Associational  Districts,  holding  semi-annual  conventions,  were  or¬ 
ganized  by  the  County  Convention  of  1876. 

^33PPJ>TJPW  pftwptp 

Upper  District. — Hopewell,  Mifflin,  Southampton  and  Newton 
townships.  Alpheus  M.  Clark,  Newburg,  Secretary 

Newville  District. — Frankford,  West  Pennsboro’,  Penn  and 
Dickinson  townships,  with  borough  of  Newville.  J.  W.  Stump, 
Plainfield.  Secretary. 

Carlisle  District  —North  Middleton  South  Middleton,  and  Cooke 
townships,  with  borough  of  Carlisle.  Not  organized. 

Middle  District. — Middlesex.  Silver  Spring  and  Monroe  townships. 
W.  W.  Wambaugh.  New  Kingston.  Secretary. 

Lower  District  — Upper  Allen,  Hampden,  Lower  Allen  and  East 
Penn^boro  townships  Isaac  Bauman.  Shepherdstown,  Secretary. 


UPPER  DISTRICT. 

The  Fifth  Semi-Annual  Convention  was  held  in  Cleversburg  Nov.  11  and  12, 
1879  A.  Sharpe  Woodburn,  President.  * 

The  attendance  of  delegates  was  good,  much  interest  being  manifested. 
The  Committee  on  Statistics  reported  25  Sunday  Schools  in  the  district,  13  of 
these  having  sent  in  reports  to  the  Convention,  with  the  following  statistics: 
1,599  scholars,  162  teachers,  18  officers.  The  following  important  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved ,  That  we  impress  on  all  of  the  scholars  within  our  bounds  the 
solemn  fact  tlmt  God  has  committed  to  the  church,  not  only  the  training  of 
her  young  but  the  evangelization  of  the  outside  masses. 

Resolved,  That  we  urge  all  our  churches  and  church  members  to  use  all  of 
their  influence  in  seeking  to  bring  those  who  have  no  religious  training  at 
home  under  religious  instruction  in  the  church  and  Sabbath  School. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  our  churches  to  establish  new  schools  in  those 
regions  of  our  district  where  no  religious  privileges  are  enjoyed  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  distance  of  our  churches  and  schools. 

Resolved ,  That  we,  as  ministers,  officers  and  teachers  in  the  church  of  Christ, 
again  consecrate  ourselves  to  that  work  which  the  master  has  given  us  to  do 
in  the  behalf  of  the  lambs  of  the  flock  and  of  those  outside  the  fold. 

The  following  topics  were  discussed:  “The  Work  of  the  Teacher,”  “The 
Blackboard  in  the  Sunday  School,”  “Regular  Attendance  of  Teachers,”  “The 
Sunday  School  and  our  Young  Men,”  “Normal  Class  Teaching,”  “The  Success¬ 
ful  Teacher,”  “The  Sunday  School  and  the  Family,”  “Would  Night  Sunday 
Schools  be  Feasible  During  the  Winter  Season  in  the  Country  Districts,”  “The 
Unity  of  the  Bible.” 
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NEWVILLE  DISTRICT. 

There  have  been  five  Conventions  of  Newville  District  Sunday  School  As 
sociation  held  since  its  organization.  The  first  one  at  Centreville  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1877;  the  second  at  Plainfield,  June  7,  1878;  the  third  at  Mt.  Rock,  Nov.  7, 
1878;  the  fourth  at  Centreville,  May  9,  1879;  the  fifth  at  Palmstown,  Dec  11 
and  12,  1879. 

Belonging  to  this  District  are  thirty  schools  and  over  sixteen  hundred 
pupils,  as  reported  at  our  last  Convention  We  confidently  believe  that  we 
are  accomplishing  some  good  for  the  cause  in  which  we  labor  Though 
some  of  the  schools  of  the  District  are  not  represented  yet,  we  know  they  are 
flourishing.  We  possess  in  a  few  of  our  schools  persons  who  are  opposed  to 
these  meetings,  hence  the  non-representation  of  those  schools.  The  citizens 
of  the  communities  where  the  Conventions  have  been  held  have  given  their 
attendance,  support  and  hospitality.  We  find  that  an  interest  is  being  taken 
in  the  cause  by  old  and  young,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  work  to  a  higher 
standard,  and  enabling  us  to  achieve  grander  results  With  God’s  blessing, 
and  the  aid  of  our  faithful  and  efficient  Superintendents  and  S.  S.  Workers,  we 
expect  in  our  next  Conventions  to  uo  more  and  better  work  In  answer  to 
the  fourth  item  in  your  instructions  for  district  Secretaries,  1  give  the  follow¬ 
ing  topics  which  constituted  the  chief  part  of  the  programme  of  the  fifth 
Convention.  What  has  the  International  Lessons  Leaf  accomplished  in  these 
seven  years  ?  How  can  we  secure  the  services  of  more  teachers  who  are  quali¬ 
fied  for  the  work?  How  can  the  interest  and  attendance  of  parents  be  se¬ 
cured?  How  should  Temperance  be  taught  in  the  S.  S.?  One  hour  of  the  af¬ 
ternoon  session  of  the  12th  was  devoted  to  the  young,  who  were  addressed  by 
Rev.  Holloway  and  Rev.  Rinker  and  Bros.  E.  James  and  G  W.  Landis.  The 
last  two  brethren  showing  how  disadvantageous^  the  blackboard  can  be  used 
to  impress  the  lesson. 

The  ninth  Convention  will  be  held  in  Plainfield,  June  10,  1880.  D.  W. 
Spencer,  of  Newville,  President. 

MIDDLE  DISTRICT. 

Held  5  Coiiventions  since  the  annual  County  Convention  of  1879, 
each  meeting  opening  on  Friday  morning  and  closing  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  at  the  following  places  : 

First  Carlisle  Springs,  June  13th,  1879. 

Second.  Middlesex,  Oct.  10,  1879. 

Third.  New  Kingston,  Feb'y  6,  1880. 

The  schools  in  the  district  all  were  represented  at  these  meetings, 
and  appear  to  have  the  work  at  heart 

During  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  but  one  school  to  close 
during  the  winter,  with  better  hopes  of  that  school  in  the  near  tuture 

The  district  numbers  15  schools;  131  officers  and  teachers ;  996 
scholars  ;  about  4,000  volumes  in  the  libraries  ;  raised  S3, 000. 00 
during  the  year  for  school  purposes  ;  all  u?e  International  Lesson 
Helper. 

LOWER  DISTRICT. 

The  Lower  District  Sabbath  School  Association— which  is  but  an  offspring 
of  and  happy  to  own  its  allegiance  to  the  County  Association— held  two  Con¬ 
ventions  during  the  past  year,  the  first  at  Wormleysburg,  opposite  Harris¬ 
burg,  Oct.  29  and  30,  1879,  and  the  second  at  Shepherdstown,  May  1  and  2,  1886. 
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Both  Conventions  were  ably  presided  overby  H.  R.  Mosser,  Esq.  A  number 
of  good  speakers  assisted  in  the  exereises— at  Wormleysburg  by  Revs.  Miller* 
Whitlock,  Mumma,  Baltzell,  Marple,  Peters,  and  Messrs.  Eslinger,  Blackburn, 
German,  Wilbur,  Nesbit,  Sprenkle  and  others.  At  Sliepherdstown  by  Revs. 
Reigart,  Schlichter,  Deatrich,  and  Messrs  Eslinger,  Wagoner,  Lloyd,  May, 
Nesbit,  Sprenkle  and  others.  The  attendance,  especially  at  Shepherdstown, 
was  overflowing,  a  larger  edifice  being  needed.  This  is  gratifying,  as  it  cer¬ 
tainly  shows  increased  interest  in  the  S.  S  cause  And  these  Conventions  are 
accomplishing  a  good  work.  Many  persons’  earnest  attention  is  invited  in 
this  manner,  which  may,  and  does,  lead  them  frequently  into  the  S.  S.  Be¬ 
sides  this,  they  are  a  benefit  to  those  engaged  in  the  work.  It  is  proposed  by 
this  Association  to  have  Institute  work  at  future  Conventions,  ot  a  practical 
nature,  that  can  be  carried  home  and  put  in  practice  right  in  the  schools. 

It  is  earnestly  requested  that  the  Secretaries  of  the  District  Asso¬ 
ciation  send  the  County  Secretary,  on  the  1st  of  June  annually,  the 
following  information  : 

1.  Number,  time  and  place  of  Convention. 

2.  Number  of  Schools  represented. 

3  Interest  manifested. 

4.  Topics  discussed. 

5.  Work  accomplished. 

And  of  all  Sunday  School  Workers  we  would  ask  that  they  send 
any  information  in  reference  to  their  school  or  county  that  will  in  any 
way  interest  the  Sabbath  Schools. 


IX.  GLEANINGS. 


“  Ask  now  of  the  days  that  are  pasty — Deut .,  iv:  32. 

“  Write  it  before  them  in  a  table ,  and  note  it  in  a  book,  that  it  may  be  for  the  time  to  come.” — 
Is  ,  xxx :  8. 


The  Bible  for  all. 

Glory  be  to  God  on  high  ! 

There  is  no  way  to  God  but  by  Christ. 

The  work  of  God  is  for  all,  without  money  and  without  price. 

No  man  ever  repented  of  Christianity  on  his  death-bed.— Hannah  More. 

“Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters;  for  thou  slialt  find  it  after  many  days.” 

The  sun  shines  on  all  alike,  but  do  the  rays  of  the  Son  of  Righteousness 
reach  your  heart  ? 

No  true  work  since  the  world  began  was  ever  wasted — no  true  life  since  the 
world  began  has  ever  failed. 

The  grand  essentials  to  human  happiness  are,  something  to  do,  something  to 
hope  for,  and  something  to  love. 

Let  them  that  hope  to  live  with  angels  in  heaven,  learn  to  lire  like  angels  on 
earth  in  holiness,  activity  and  ready  obedience. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY 


Give  to  God  your  lives— your  work— everything. 

Whenever  Judson,  the  Missionary,  was  asked  “  What  is  the  prospect  of  suc¬ 
cess  in  your  work  ?”  he  would  answer,  “As  bright  as  the  promises  of  God.’’ 
Do  not  many  of  us  forget  God’s  promises  and  attempt  his  work,  relying  al¬ 
most  wholly  upon  human  instrumentalities  ? 

A  Scotchman  has  been  counting  the  promises  in  the  Bible,  and  reports  there 
are  over  31,000  of  them.  That  ought  to  be  enough  to  meet  all  possible  wants. 

The  week  day  is  the  time  to  find  and  rake  up  the  scattered  leaves  of  human¬ 
ity ;  the  Sabbath, -to  gather  them  in 

We  fear  teachers  miss  it  by  attempting  to  teach  too  much.  A  little  taught 
thomugh'y  is  better  than  more  only  half  taught. 

When  a  Boy.— A  good  man  lay  dying.  He  took  no  notice  of  those  around 
him,  but  kept  repeating  verses,  and  even  whole  chapters,  from  the  Bible. 
His  daughter  listened  with  wonder  “  Father, u  she  said,  “  1  didn’t  think  you 
knew  so  much  of  the  Bible;  when  did  you  learn  it  all  ?”  With  a  smile  he  an¬ 
swered  “  When  1  was  a  boy.  1  thought  I  had  forgotten  it,  but  it  comes  to  me 
now  as  fresh  as  if  1  had  just  learned  it.”—  Vews  and  Bible  Studies. 

Here  is  a  moving  request  which  comes  from  out  of  the  darkness  of  heathen¬ 
ism  :  “Tell  your  people,”  said  a  poor  Shan  woman,  “how  fast  wc  are  dying, 
and  ask  if  they  cannot  send  the  Gospel  a  little  faster  ” 

When  you  come  across  a  boy  who  owns  to  no  interest  in  any  Sunday  School, 
don’t  let  go  of  him  until  you  get  him  to  say  he  will  try  yours. 

Work!  scholars,  work !  Work  for  your  class.  Work  for  your  school,  and 
thus  work  for  your  God. 

“  I  do  not  see  how  they  are  going  to  pay  the  minister  ”  So  remarks  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  Brother,  you  use  the  wrong  method  of  speech.  You  should 
ask:  “How  are  we  going  to  pay  the  minister?”  The  work  is  yours  in  part 
The  responsibility  rests  upon  you  with  the  others,  You  are  to  put  your 
shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  lift.  And  to  ask  how  “they”  are  to  do  what  be¬ 
longs  to  “you”  with  the  rest  is  simply  to  use  the  language  of  the  shirk  “  You” 
can  do  all  things  through  Christ  which  strengtheneth  you. 

There  is  now  a  Baptist  Church  at  Sheehem,  near  to  the  place  where  Christ 
had  the  conversation  with  the  woman  of  Samaria,  The  congregation  averages 
a  hundred  persons  The  Rev.  El  Karey,  the  pastor,  is  a  Syrian,  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  Great  Britain 

Martin  Luther  declared  that  the  first  brewer  of  beer  was  a  pest  to  Germany 
“I  have  prayed  God,”  he  says,  “that  He  would  destroy  the  whole  brewing 
business,” 

Christ’s  Example  — “  if  Christ  laid  down  his  life  for  us,  is  it  a  great  thing 
for  us  to  lay  down  our  glass  for  the  brethren  ?”— Rev.  W.  M.  Taylor,  D.  D 

Sent  on  Their  Mission.— Napoleon  once  entered  a  cathedral  and  saw  twelve 
silver  statues.  “What  are  these?”  asked  the  Emperor.  “The  twelve 
apostles,”  was  the  reply  “  Well,”  said  the  great  captain,  “take  them  down, 
melt  them,  and  coin  them  into  money,  and  let  them  go  about  doing  good,  as 
their  Master  did.” 

Our  Duty. — 

To  know  Christ.— Phil.  iii.  10. 

To  love  Christ — 1  Pet,  i.  8 

To  honor  Christ.— John  v.  23. 

To  walk  in  Christ.— Col  ii.  6. 

To  trust  in  Christ.— Eph.  i.  12. 

To  rejoice  in  Christ  —Phil  iii.  3. 
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The  following  was  copied  from  the  fly  leaf  of  an  old  Bible :  This  volume  con* 
tains  66  books,  divided  into  1189  chapters ;  929  in  the  Old  and  260  in  the  New 
Testament  There  is  in  both  the  Old  and  New  Testament  31,173  verses,  773,692 
words  and  3,586,489  letters.  The  word  “and”  occurs  46,277  limes  ;  the  word 
“Lord”  1,855  times,  and  the  word  “reverend”  only  once.  The  book  of  Genesis 
has  1,137  verses.  The  middle  verse  in  this  book  is  the  eighth  verse  of  the  118th 
Psalm.  !  he  longest  verse  is  Esther,  8tli  chapter  and  9th  verse,  containing  91 
words  The  shortest  is  John,  11th  chapter,  35tli  verse,  containing  only  two 
words  Ezra,  7th  chapter,  21st  verse,  contains  all  the  letters  of  the  alphabet 
except  the  letter  J. 

The  word  of  God  should  be  made  the  subject  of  most  oareful  study.  We 
should  be  familiar  with  it,  in  order  that  we  may  understand  it.  We  are  not 
to  know  a  little  of  it,  but  we  are  to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  it. 

“  Let  the  word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  richly  ”— Col  iii.  16. 

Thexe  are  73,570,154  soholais  regularly  enrolled  in  Sunday  Schools  in  the 
United  States,  and  last  year  in  sixteen  States  that  reported,  123,471  Sabbath 
School  scholars  were  admitted  into  the  churches. 

In  Pennsylvania  there  are  7,798  Sabbath  Schools,  105,870  teachers,  754,420 
scholars,  being  a  total  membership  of  860,290 

Cumberland  county,  with  a  population  of  45,825,  has  234  public  sohools,  237 
teaohers  and  10,692  scholars. 

Erom  the  annexed  report  of  the  Statistical  Secretai'y,  Mr.  Alf  H.  Addams, 
we  learn  that  the  total  number  of  Sabbath  Schools  in  Cumberland  county  is 
,167.  Of  these  we  have  the  statistics  of  13),  Allowing  the  same  average  to  the 
37  not  reported,  we  have  2,785  officers  and  teachers,  and  17,617  scholars 

The  Sunday  Schools  show  an  increased  attendance  now.  The  small  boy  is 
.preparing  for  the  pionio. 

A  new  brick  school  house  is  being  ereGted  at  ‘‘The  Eorest,”  in  Dickinson 
Township, 

Sunday  School  is  now  held  at  what  is  known  as  Cave  Hill  School  House 
There  is  also  preaching  at  the  same  place,  every  other  Sabbath,  by  Rev  A.  H, 
Irvine,  Carlisle  The  meetings  are  well  attended 

The  ladies  of  the  Reformed  churGh  of  Shippensburg  have  organized  a  mite 
.society 

Rev.  Jesse  B.  Young,  pastor  of  the  Centenary  M.  E  church  at  Carlisle,  has 
received  a  prize  of  $50  from  the  representative  Methodist  Lyceum  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  for  the  best  ti'act  on  “Mental  Culture  as  a  Christian  Duty.” 

Princeton  College  has  conferred  the  degree  of  D  D.  upon  the  Rev.  Geoi’ge 
Norcross,  pastor  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  church  of  Carlisle. 

The  M.  E  church  at  Pine  Grove  has  been  repainted,  papered  and  carpeted. 
Rev.  W.  Moses  is  pastor  of  the  congregation. 

The  Luthei’an  Sabbath  School  of  Shippensburg  has  procured  an  addition  of 
nearly  300  books  to  its  present  lai’ge  libx-ary.  New  singing  books  and  a  cornet 
have  also  been  added 

Rev.  W.  L.  Wallace,  formerly  of  Newville,  has  been  most  cordially  received 
by  the  people  of  his  new  charge,  and  also  by  many  others  in  Sewickley,  and 
enters  upon  his  work  with  encouraging  prospects. 

Rev  H  W.  Holloway,  formerly  of  Cumberland,  Md  ,  is  pastor  of  Zion’s 
Lutheran  church,  Newville. 

The  Fifty-Third  Anniversary  of  the  Presbyterian  Sabbath  School,  Shippens¬ 
burg,  was  observed  with  appropriate  exercises  on  Sunday  evening  the  first  of 
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May,  1879  The  various  reports  of  the  officers  showed  the  school  to  be  in  a 
prosperous  state  The  whole  number  of  scholars,  officers  and  teachers  is  346, 
the  largest  attendance  any  one  day  during  the  year  being  220  One  teacher, 

Dr.  C.  It  Ruby,  died  during  the  year,  whose  place  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
till.  The  library  now  contains  456  volumes,  $75 dollars  having  been  expended 
for  books  during  the  year  An  additional  sum  was  spent  for  lesson  and  Sun¬ 
day  School  papers  The  interest  taken  in  the  school  by  teachers  and  scholars 
was  warmly  commended  by  the  superintendent  The  anniversary  services 
were  agreeably  interspersed  with  music  and  responsive  readings. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  chapel  of  the  Reformed  church,  of  Carlisle,  was 
laid  on  Sabbath  afternoon,  June  29,  ls79.  Rev  It.  C  Lippineott,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  Rev.  Jesse  It  Young,  of  Carlisle,  were  present  and  delivered  short  ad¬ 
dresses  There  were  deposited  in  the  stone  a  short  history  of  the  enterprise, 
a  Bible,  hymn  book,  Guirdvm  Child's  Treasury  and  the  Reformed  Messenger.  The 
chapel  is  4 $y2  hy  49^  feet,  and  promises  to  serve  well  the  purposes  for  which 
it  is  intended 

The  Sunday  Sohood  Assembly.— This  first  open-air  gathering  of  Sunday 
School  workers  in  our  magnificent  Cumberland  Valley,  which  was  held  from 
June  30  to  July  4,  on  the  Oakville  camp  ground,  was  one  of  the  most  enjoy¬ 
able  affairs  of  the  kind  that  has  yet  been  held  in  our  Valley.  For  a  first  meet¬ 
ing  the  Assembly  was  surely  a  success,  even  asj  totattendance—  though  not 
financially — and  especially  so  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  meeting  was 
held  in  the  midst  of  the  harvest  ingathering,  and  hundreds  of  persons  were 
entirely  unable  to  leave  their  homes  or  their  crops.  The  programme  was  a 
full  and  able  one,  and  the  distinguished  lecturers  met  the  full  expectations  of 
their  hearers.  The  lectures  by  Reys.  Bowman,  Newman.  Abbott,  Worden, 
Fowler,  Warren  and  others  were  of  the  highest  order,  and  the  large  audience 
showed  their  appreciation  of  the  rich  treats  they  were  enjoying,  by  close  and 
careful  attention  to  every  word  uttered  A  new  feature,  and  one  perhaps 
most  enjoyed  by  the  Sunday  School  workers,  was  the  Normal  Class  Drill,  led 
by  Rev.  J.  A  Worden  and  Rev.  Jesse  B.  Young. 

The  music  was  under  the  care  of  Dr  W.  H.  Curry,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  who 
was  reinforced  by  able  and ‘competent  assistants  from  the  several  church 
choirs  in  the  county 

The  Assembly  was  superintended  by  Rev.  J.  A  Worden,  of  Philadelphia, 
assisted  by  Rev.  S.  B.  Barnitz,  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 

We  predict  a  bright  jfuture  for  the  Cumberland  Valley  Sunday  School 
Assembly. 

So  well  pleased  were  those  who  attended  the  exercises,  that  before  the  ad¬ 
journment  an  organization  was  effected  for  this  year  (18S0),  and  an  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  appointed,  with  H  R.  Mosser,  New  Cumberland,  Chairman 

Rev.  J  A  Worden  has  been  engaged  to  conduct  the  Assembly  this  year, 
and  the  programme  will,  if  possible,  even  exceed  that  of  last  year,  which 
gave  such  unbounded  satisfaction. 

The  Band  of  Hope  Missionary  Society  had  an  interesting  little  festival  on 
Thursday  evening  last,  and  netted  $17.40  thereby  .—No  wville,  July  3,  1879. 

Rev  J.  A.  Worden,  who  conducted  the  Oakville  Assembly,  preached  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  church,  Carlisle,  on  Sunday  to  the  largest  audience  ever 
gathered  there. — July  6,  1879 

The  Centreville  Lutheran  church,  having  been  repainted  and  repaired,  was 
rededicated  on  Sabbath.  July  6,  1879.  Rev.  Rosenmiller,  of  Lancaster,  who 
was  the  first  minister  in  charge  of  this  church,  was  present. 

The  ladies  sociable  of  Rehoboth  M.  E.  church,  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
funds  to  liquidate  the  debt  on  the  church,  had  a  Harvest  Home  Dinner  on  the 
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Oakville  camp  grove,  J  uly  31st.  The  Shippensburg  and  Newville  bands  were 
present  An  acceptable  programme  of  exercises  was  prepared  for  the  oc¬ 
casion,  which  proved  a  financial  success. 

One  of  the  most  pleasant  enjoyments  during  the  past  year  has  been  the 
picnic  season  for  the  Sabbath  Schools.  So  far  as  notices  have  been  received, 
at  least  65  schools  in  the  county  have  passed  at  least  one  day  in  the  woods, 
and  the  warm  weather  of  the  summer  months  makes  it  quite  a  recreation  to 
escape  from  the  town  and  village  and  seek  the  shade  of  the  nearest  grove. 

Why  cannot  each  school  in  the  county  contribute  annually  to  the  County 
Association  an  amount  equal  to  one  cent  for  each  officer  and  scholar?  It 
would  at  once  place  a  surplus  in  the  treasury,  and  obviate  the  necessity  of 
special  collections  at  the  Annual  Conventions.  Superintendents,  try  it,  and 
see  what  can  be  done,  and  the  result  will  surprise  you. 

“God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver.”  How  many  of  us  think,  in  giving,  about  the 
cheerful  part?  We  give;  we  give  bountifully,  but  how  many  of  us  cheerfully, 
freelj',  gladly,  ot  gifts,  time,  talents,  meaxxs  and  smiles— to  the  one  in  need? 

And  yet  did  Christ,  when  he  gave  to  us,  yield  of  his  richness  bemoaningly  ? 

Some  faces  always  lengthen  when  their  hands  seek  their  pockets.  Beware! 

God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  J.  C.  Stock,  of  Carlisle,  copies  of  the  minutes  of 
the  first  and  second  Conventions  of  the  Association.  Tor  this  and  many  other 
favors  we  are  under  many  obligations,  and  return  our  sincere  thanks. 

That  the  minutes  of  1879  were  appreciated  by  many  of  our  earnest  Sabbath 
School  workers,  we  append  a  few  words  which  have  been  received  compli¬ 
mentary  of  the  work  : 

One  writer : 

“The  proceedings  of  the  Seventh  Annual  Convention  of  the  Cumberland 
Count}T  Sunday  School  Association  are  now  on  our  table,  through  the 
courtesy  of  Clarence  J.  Reddig,  Secretary  The  pamphlet  contains  34  pages  J 

of  closely  printed  matter,  embracing  addresses,  reports,  debates,  etc.  The 
county  seems  to  be  thoroughly  oi’ganized,  awake  and  at  work,  and  the  results 
must  be  correspondingly  great.  The  Recording  Secretary  seems  to  be  all 
aglow  with  zeal,  and  zeal  according  to  knowledge  at  that.” 

Another  adds : 

“I  am  pleased  with  the  minutes.  You  have.given  them  a  pleasing  variety- 
something  out  of  the  usual  beaten  track.” 

Another  adds  : 

“I  congratulate  you  on  your  report  as  the  fullest  and,  I  may  add,  the  very 
best  report  ever  made  of  our  Association.” 

Such  Christian  words  of  encouragement  are  like  a  sparkling  stream  to  the 
traveler  in  the  wilderness;  gives  new  life  and  energy  to  continue  the  journey, 
and  make  the  work  a  success. 


“Work  done  for  God,  it  dieth  not. 
Press  on  and  on ;  from  age  to  age 
This  work  shall  rise. 

Though  o’er  and  o’er  deeds  be  forgot, 
Work  done  for  God,  it  dieth  not.” 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY 


<6 

«/ 


Name 

and  Denomination 
of  School. 


union, 

Wesley  Union . 

Savannah  . 

Camp  Hill  Union... 
Bloserville  Union.. 
Upper  Frankford.. 

Clover  Hill . 

Lisburn  . . 

Centre  . 

Bridge  Water,, 

Carlisle  Springs . 

Middlesex . 

Mt  Holly  Union,... 
Fair  view  . . 

Oakville  . 

Green  Spring  . . 

C.  V.  s.  N.. 

Central  Union  . 

Hoguestown..  ....... 

Messiah’s 

JBowmansdale 

Shepherdstown,.,.,. 

Plainfield  . 

McCallister’a . 

Palmstown . 

Mount  Rook  . ,. 

rnESBYTKRIAN 

First......  . . . 

Second,  . .  . . . 


Middle  Spring 
Dickinson, . 


LUTHERAN. 

First  English  . 

German,  . . 

Zion’s. 


Trindle  Spring 

St.  Stephen’s  . 

Zion’s. 

St.  Mark’s  . . 

Evangelical. 
Plainfield . . 


X.  EIGHTH  ANNUAL 


Carlisle  . 

Dickinson  . 

East  Pennsboro* 
Frankford 

Frankford . 

Hopewell. 

Lower  Allen  . 

Mifflin  . 

Mifflin . 

Middlesex 
Middlesex. 

Mt  Holly 
North  Middleton... 
North  Middleton 

Newton.  . 

Newton. 
Shippensburg 
South  Middleton... 

Silver  Spring  . 

Silver  Spring  . 

Upper  Allen . 

Upper  Alien 
West  Pennsboro’.. 
West  Pennsboro’... 
West  Pennsboro’... 
West  Pennsboro’... 


Carlisle  „ 

Carlisle ... 

Newburg 
Southampton  .. 
Penn 

Shippensburg  . 
Silver  Spring  .. 
Mechanicsburg’ 


»  9  »  «  *  •  *  *  * 


Carlisle 
Carlisle 
Newville  .. 
Newville.,  ... 
Silver  Spring 
Silver  Spring 


Shippensburg 


Name  of 

P.  O.  Address  of 

Superintendent. 

Superintendent. 

Wm.  Chapman 

Carlisle . 

David  Reside  .  . 

Carlisle  . 

Zacheus  Bowman.. 

Camp  Hill  . 

Wm.  Wagner  . 

Bloserville . 

Geo  Lehman  . 

Bloserville _ _ 

P.  G  Shuman  ..  .. 

Newburg  . 

Wm.  Seitz  . 

Lisburn . 

S.  C  Bentz 

Newville  . 

John  Fasnaught..., 

Green  Spring . 

Geo  O’Hera 

Middlesex 

W  F.  Gladfelter  .... 

Middlesex . 

Wm.  Batchelor 

Mt  Holly .  . 

Geo.  Zimmerman. 

Carlisle  . 

W.  M.  Doner . 

Carlisle  . . 

W  H.  Lehman  ...  .. 

Oakville . 

Jacob  Rillian  . 

Newville 

B  S  Potter 

Shippensburg 

R.  R  Craighead  ■. 

Carlisle 

Wm.  Irvine  . 

Hoguestown  . 

Jonathan  Heagy . 

New  Kingston  . 

G.  B  Sheatfer  . 

Bowmansdale . 

Isaac  Buaman 

Shepherdstown . 

J  It  Longaneoker 

Plainfield  . . 

Andrew  Ralston.... 

Carlisle  . . . 

John  P  Wise  . 

Newville  . 

Henry  Paul  ..,  ... 

Mt  Rock  .  .. 

John  B.  Landis  .. 

Carlisle  .... 

J.  T.  Zug 

Carlisle . 

G.  H  Russell  . 

Newburg  . 

Rev  S  S.  Wylie  ... 

Middle  Spring . 

A.  J  Flokes  . . 

White  House . 

J.  R  M ’Cal lister . 

Shippensburg  . 

F  J  Ferguson 

Hoguestown 

M.  C.  Stayman  .... 

Meehaniosburg . 

J.  H.  Wolf . 

Carlisle  .  . 

John  Faber 

Carlisle  . . 

Edwin  James  . 

Newville .  •  •• 

Newville  . 

Samuel  Plough 

Meohanlosburg  .... 

B  K  Hall  . 

New  Kingston 

Jacob  Eckert  •• 

West  Fairview 

J  P.  Wilbur  ... 

West  Fairview 

Jacob  Red  dig  ........ 

Shippensburg  . 

N.  Mowery 

G  reason  . . 
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STATISTICAL  REPORT. 


Year  Organized. 

No.  Months  School. 

No.  Officers  and  Teachers. 

No.  Scholars  in  Primary  De< 
|  partment 

No.  Scholars  in  Mam  School. 

No.  Scholars  in  Adult  Bible 
Class. 

Total  Number  Scholars. 

Total  Membership. 

Average  Attendance. 

No.  of  Books  in  Library. 

No.  of  Additions  to  the  Church 

from  Sunday  School. 

Expenses. 

Benevolent  Contributions. 

Schools  having  Teachers’ 

Study  Meetings. 

1864 

12 

19 

33 

38 

10 

i 

81 

100 

75 

1 

473 

5 

49  00 

1 

9  33 

Yes 

1867 

6 

7 

48 

48 

55 

35 

300 

3 

100  00 

1874 

12 

12 

15 

30 

15 

60 

72 

55 

90 

4 

30  00 

1864 

7 

17 

18 

17 

25 

60 

77 

59 

180 

14  00 

1837 

7 

18 

75 

50 

30 

155 

173 

100 

5 

10  00 

6  00 

Yes 

1*63 

6 

20 

75 

75! 

95 

65 

100 

25  00 

1826 

9 

15 

16 

58 

10 

84 

99 

60 

2 

20  00 

1858 

12 

17 

98 

98 

115 

76 

4 

12  00 

1877 

6 

10 

20 

38 

58 

68 

66 

10  00 

2  00 

1860 

12 

12 

18 

57 

15 

90 

102 

70 

6 

15  ©0 

6  00 

1860 

12 

19 

100 

100 

119 

70 

480 

3 

15  00 

4  00 

1870 

12 

10 

50 

50 

60 

43 

500 

• 

1*76 

7 

12 

52 

52 

64 

50 

200 

• 

1875 

7 

19 

61 

61 

80 

45 

175 

15  00 

1676 

12 

76 

30 

75 

105 

121 

72 

80  00 

1872 

12 

15 

71 

71 

86 

70 

2 

8  12 

18/4 

10 

1 

80 

80 

81 

81 

1863 

8 

11 

75* 

75 

86 

60 

200 

18  92 

1830 

12 

15 

30 

.  32 

4 

66 

81 

46 

300 

17  80 

Yes 

1875 

12 

5 

6 

11 

4 

21 

26 

22 

200 

7  00 

1880 

6 

12 

22 

44 

66 

78 

50 

1845 

12 

14 

25 

30 

16 

71 

85 

50 

4 

15  00 

1870 

12 

12 

99 

9C 

102 

78 

97  47 

1836 

10 

16 

23 

16 

24 

63 

79 

55 

250 

12  00 

1876 

8 

14 

39 

32 

27 

98 

112 

50 

300 

3 

10  00 

1  75 

1856 

12 

16 

18 

43 

14 

75 

91 

60 

350 

68  29 

1816 

12 

29 

100 

150 

179 

120 

600 

3 

65  00 

20  00 

Yes 

1833 

12 

32 

41 

136 

14 

191 

223 

154 

800 

3 

301  18 

Yes 

1866 

12 

12 

90 

90 

102 

60 

500 

1 

20  00 

Yes 

1855 

6 

20 

45 

118 

15 

178 

198 

140 

1000 

9 

76  00 

50  00 

Yes 

1839 

6 

10 

60 

60 

70 

48 

300 

8  70 

1825 

12 

31 

51 

198 

51 

300 

331 

184 

489 

263  76 

304  71 

Yes 

1837 

12 

12 

120 

120 

129 

95 

300 

6 

50  eo 

Yes 

1860 

12 

25 

40 

100 

40 

180 

205 

175 

400 

6 

50  00 

100  00 

Yes 

1826 

12 

56 

128 

240 

114 

482 

538 

417 

800 

10 

285  00 

625  00  Yes 

1860 

12 

17 

100 

30 

130 

!  147 

115 

300 

75  00 

Yes 

1835 

12 

26 

54 

150 

25 

229 

255 

138 

400 

12 

113  00 

50  00 

j  Yes 

12 

24 

235 

235 

259 

235 

Yes 

1820 

6 

10 

22 

46 

24 

92 

102 

56 

400 

1824 

12 

22 

25 

70 

95 

117 

86 

500 

15  00 

Yes 

1843 

12 

18 

| 

72 

72 

90 

60 

60C 

21  50 

1870 

12 

20 

| 

153 

133 

173 

113 

60C 

113  81 

12 

24 

>  50 

140 

190 

1  214 

120 

400 

250  00 

1871 

12 |  11|  11|  59 |  18 

88 

1  99|  70 |  11C 
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X.  EIGHTH  ANNUAL  STATIS 


Name 

and  Denomination 
of  School. 


Name  of 
Superintendent. 


Centreville .  Penn . . 

Mt.  Holly .  Mt  Holly . 

Trinity .  Mechanicsburg 


Ab  m  Null . . 

M.  Martin  . 

E.  S.  Wagoner. 


RBFORMED. 

Zion’s . 


MBTHODIST. 


Rehoboth. 


.  Newton 

. New  Cumberland.. 

.  East  Pennsboro’... 

(  ’o  y»l  j  q]  p 

Bethel  A  M  E. . .Carlisle  . . 


Hopewell  .  Adam  Heberlig 

Carlisle  .  Theo.  Cornman, 

Shippensburg . J.  R  Pague . 


Mt  Holly .  .  W  H  Peffer .  Mt.  Holly . 


P.  O.  Address  of 
Superintendent. 


Dickinson . 

Mt.  Holly . 

Mechanicsburg 


Newburg . 

Carlisle .  .... 

Shippensburg 


I  Mechanicsburg 
A.  M  E  .  .  Mechanicsburg 


UNITED  BRETHREN. 


Cedar  Spring . i  Lower  Allen 


Otterbirn. 
Wormleysburg 
Mission . 


Mount  Pleasant. 
Cleversburg . 


CHURCH  OP  GOD. 

Opliel  Dale . 


Green  Spring 


EVANGELICAL. 


St.  Paul’s. 


Salem . . 

New  Salem . 

Cleversburg  .. 


Mechanicsburg 
East  Pennsboro’ 
Shippensburg  ... 

Newburg . . 

Newton  . 

Southampton. . 
East  Pennsboro’ 


Charles  Trone  ..  Lee’s  Cross  Roads..; 

H  R  Mosser .  New  Cumberland 

A  Hoover  . iWest  Fairview  ... 

A  B  Slierk  . j  Carlisle . 

Joseph  N  Jordan.. 

Chas  Heffle  finger.. 

Ezekiel  Baptist  •.. 


A  F  Gilbert  . 

Rev.  A  Schlichter 

D  G  May  . 

J  M  Smiley  . 

M  Y  B  Hoover . 

Geo  Yocum . 

H  H  Clever  (Sec  ) 
Henry  D  Musser... 


Carlisle . 

Mechanicsburg 

Mechanicsburg 


Eberley’s  Mills 
Mechanicsburg  . 
West  Fairview... 
Shippensburg  .... 

Newburg. . 

Walnut  Bottom. 

Cleversburg . 

West  Fairview.., 


S  F  Beecher  (del  )  Opliel  Dale. 

Newville  .... 
Allen  . . 


North  Middleton... 

Newville .  G  W  Landis 

Monroe .  John  Musselman.. 

Newburg . |W.  P.  Heffleflnger 

Newton  .  G  W  Barrack 

Shippensburg . !A  F  Palm 


Newburg  . 

Green  Spring. 
Shippensburg 


Mechanicsburg .  L  D.  Keeffer  .  Mechanicsburg 


Carlisle  . . .  Rev  A  H  Irvine... 

Silver  Spring .  George  McElwee... 

Mt.  Holly  .  D  P.  HooVer . 

South  Middleton...  S  Mohler . 

Southampton  . H.  H.  Gross . 


Carlisle .  . 

New  Kingston 

Carlisle  . 

Middlesex . . 

Cleversburg  ... 
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TICAL  REPO  RT.— Continued. 
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N 

•rH 

d 

oS 

bfi 

u 

O 

Co 

© 

kH 

No.  Months  School. 

No.  Officers  and  Teachers. 

i  No.  Scholars  in  Primary  De- 
|  partment 

No.  Scholars  in  Main  School. 

No.  Scholars  in  Adult  Bihle 
Class. 

Total  Number  Scholars. 

Total  Membership. 

Average  Attendance. 

No.  of  Books  in  Library. 

No.  of  Additions  to  the  Church 

from  Sunday  School. 

1835 

7 

12 

57 

57 

69 

48 

4 

1874 

12 

19 

30 

65 

12 

107 

126 

78 

480 

1840 

12 

28 

48 

140 

15 

203 

231 

160 

1845 

12 

19 

95 

26 

121 

140 

80 

1«15 

12 

26 

38 

104 

13 

155 

181 

108 

800 

1841 

12 

17 

25 

30 

40 

95 

112 

70 

200 

1859 

12 

19 

24 

60 

15 

99 

118 

91 

275 

12 

15 

84 

6 

90 

105 

50 

6 

18-26 

12 

20 

45 

130 

40 

215 

235 

150 

600 

5 

1864 

12 

18 

92 

92 

110 

96 

I820 

12 

36 

50 

175 

26 

261 

287 

215 

300' 

I894 

12 

21 

45 

65 

41 

151 

172 

146 

165 

3 

1844 

12 

18 

18 

76 

22 

116 

134 

64 

400 

I876 

12 

11 

20 

26 

33 

69 

80 

50 

175 

O 

im 

1861 

6 

11 

18 

33 

33 

84 

95 

42 

250 

1859 

12 

28 

70 

158 

15 

243 

271 

160 

400 

8 

1869 

12 

20 

80 

50 

20 

150 

170 

150 

700 

6 

I870 

12 

18 

125 

125 

143 

67 

1865 

12 

16 

75 

75 

91 

71 

185 

2 

■  a. 

6 

9 

40 

40 

49 

35 

5 

1858 

6 

16 

58 

58 

74 

50 

I832 

12 

19 

84 

124 

208 

227 

141 

939 

2 

1879 

6 

16 

25 

30 

55 

71 

50 

1863 

12 

14 

50 

50 

64 

48 

1845 

12 

16 

14 

28 

17 

59 

75 

46 

1842 

12 

25 

25 

50 

7 

82 

107 

90 

100 

13 

1845 

6 

11 

75 

75 

86 

55 

3 

1845 

12 

29 

64 

171 

16 

151 

280 

165 

250 

3 

1852 

12 

35 

41 

131 

172 

207 

160 

1 

1 

4 

1872 

12 

24 

40 

125 

30 

195 

219 

112 

i 

600 

15 

1843 

12 

18 

50 

8 

58 

76 

42 

2U0 

4 

1873 

12 

16 

25 

70 

30 

125 

141 

95 

146 

1877 

12 

9 

65 

26 

91 

100 

50 

10o 

1878 

12 

10 

60 

60 

70 

40 

m 

a 

o 

•H 


© 

ej 

© 

H 


GO 

a? 

GO 

fl 

a) 

ft 

M 

H 


d 

o 

o 

+3 

d 

© 

O 

► 

© 

S3 

© 

cq 


V-03 

ie  bo 

>  — > 
sj  © 

5  © 


GO  >> 

o  F? 


CO 


22  95 
88  50 


18  00 
2C2  36 


Yes 


78  Of  i 
20  00 


30  00 


72  20 
18  00 
116  00 
77  88 
175  00 
26  37 
46  85 
20  7.) 


82  44 


Yes 


25  00 
16  00 
35  48 
2  75 


Yes 

Yes 

Yes 


7  09 
125  00 
4  i  00 
32  91 
27  19 


1  64 
75  00 


Yes 


Yes 


12  10 
39  00 


23  00 
15  00 


Yes 

Yes 

Yes 


40  00 
10  00 
40  00 
27  00 


36  00  Y es 
6  00  Yes 
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Statistical  Secret  ary. 


PREFATORY  MOTE. 

- :o: - 

In  addition  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention,  there  has  been  added  a  sketch 
of  Xewville,  the  Constitution  of  the  Association,  Historical  Table  of  Convention, 
the  Programme,  List  of  Delegates,  Convention  Notes,  District  Convention  and 
Sunday  School  Assembly  Reports,  Directory  of  the  Churches  and  their  Pastors, 
and  Gleanings,  with  the  hope  that  the  Annual  Minutes  of  the  Association  may 
prove  of  inestimable  value  to  all  Sabbath  School  workers. 

Whatever  may  be  the  imperfections  of  the  work,  the  critical  reader,  in  his  can¬ 
did  conclusion,  must  be  prepared  to  grant  that  the  Secretary  has  labored  industri¬ 
ously  and  faithfully  to  present  a  complete  and  readable  report  to  the  Association. 

With  the  publication  of  this  volume,  close  my  services  as  Secretary  of  the  Cum¬ 
berland  County  Sunday  School  Association. 

In  severing  my  connection  in  this  capacity,  I  do  it  with  feelings  of  sincere  regret, 
inasmuch  as  I  have  learned  to  love  the  work,  for  the  work’s  sake,  and,  although 
my  labors  during  the  past  four  years,  have  ofttimes  been  arduous,  I  have  always 
been  encouraged  by  the  hearty  sympathy  and  cordial  support  of  my  fellow  Sab¬ 
bath  School  workers. 

Amid  the  pressure  of  a  multitude  of  engagements,  a  considerable  amount  of 
valuable  time  and  trying  labor  is  required  to  perform  the  work  of  the  Association  ; 
but  the  conscious  satisfaction  that  we  have  done  the  Association  a  valuable  service 
and  have  their  appreciation  and  support,  fully  repays  for  the  time  spent  in  their 
behalf. 

In  my  new  position  as  President  of  the  Association,  I  shall  at  all  times  labor  for 
its  prosperity  and  continued  advancement,  with  the  same  earnestness  and  fidelity 
shown  while  Secretary,  and.  ask  the  continued  sympathy,  support  and  prayers  of 
all  the  Sabbath  School  workers  of  Cumberland  County. 

That  it  may  accomplish  the  end  for  which  it  has  been  prepared,  and  meet  the 
approbation  of  all,  the  “Ninth  Annual”  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Fraternally  yours  in  the  work, 

Clarence  J.  Reddig, 
Secretary. 

Shippensburg,  Pa.,  June  1,  1881. 


